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October/November 2016 

M e s s e n ge r  
 How do you respond when things do not go as you wanted? How do you respond to your 
own faults, shortcoming, failings? Can we admit that we start out with standards and hopes, 
expectations and promises, but we don’t always live up to them? I remember when I was a 
Youth Director in my twenties, full of patience for kids and critical of parents that were testy 
and impatient. I envisioned myself as a calm, encouraging, and rational parent. I am not the 
parent I thought I would be back then; I realize that my point of view back then was a rather 
artificial one, and that I am more prone to become weary with the daily reminders one has to 
provide one’s children for every basic routine aspect of daily life, let alone the dramas, emer-
gencies, and grand long term plans we have for our kids and don’t always know how actualize. 
I am not that impressed with my performance, to be honest.  

 Shattered expectations can have a crushing weight sometimes. How do you come to terms 
with them, and find a redemptive path forward? Can we admit and hold up our frailty and 
faultiness while also facing our broken world with hope and love? In many ways I think our 
society/country is struggling with this. We have a hard time recognizing our checkered history; 
we get appeals to just honor the flag without speaking of our ugly blemishes. But a path for-
ward in hope and love must acknowledge who we are in our frailty and faultiness. As a society, 
even on good days, we foster injustice, we treat people unequally, and we do not value all life 
with the same vigor.  
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 I think of Aleppo, Syria. While I recognize my shortcomings as a parent and as a member 
of a community, I still have the means to provide. But what of those for whom the brokenness 
all around them threatens their very lives and families? Can we grieve with them, pray for 
them, and maybe even stand in solidarity with them - whether these be Muslims in the rubble 
of Aleppo, or African-Americans on the streets of America?  

 The history of the church has its own checkered performance. Our families. Our lives. 
Blemishes and blunders abound. But we come to Christ with this brokenness. Our passages in 
October will be exploring these themes – coming to Christ with acknowledgement of our 
frailty and faultiness, and through it being re-born and re-made to live with hope and love in a 
broken world; to be people who live out of gratitude.  

 Do we see our brokenness? Are we secure enough to acknowledge it? Can we love our-
selves and one another in spite of it, and love each other through it? Can we embrace the God 
who loves us and forgives us, and who remakes us along the journey?  

Date Sermon Title Scripture 

October 2 Responding to Brokenness 2 Samuel 11:26-12:15 & Luke 7: 36-8:3 

October 9 Jesus Cleanses 10 Lepers; One Returns in Gratitude Luke 17: 11-19   

October 16 
The Persistent Widow; Concerning Prayer, and Pleading,  

Recognizing Injustice 
Luke 18: 1-8  

October 23 
The Pharisee and the Tax Collector – Worshipping Out of a 

Place of Brokenness 
Luke 18: 9-14  

October 30 Zacchaeus—Lost in His Own Hometown Luke 19: 1-10 

From Our Music Director 
 Upcoming choir anthems: The choir is working on several pieces. 
“Prayer for Peace” is praying for God to grant peace to our broken world 
which is especially needed in this time of such rancor in this election 
season. The anthem was composed during the year following the 9/11 
attacks as we became involved in wars overseas. “Come Ye Sinners” is a 
call for us to go the arms of our Savior where He will embrace us. 
Supplication” puts to music the Collect used by Episcopal, Lutheran and 
Catholic churches, and is similar to our Call to Worship. The word 
“collect” means to gather—both our bodies into a worship setting and our 
thoughts and prayers into one as the body of Christ.   

Choir Rehearsal Cancelled 
There will be no choir rehearsal on October 19th and 26th and on November 
16th and 23rd. Sarah will be in the service October 23rd and November 
22nd . 

 The Calvary deacons are 
planning a Halloween outing on 
Sunday, October 23rd following 
worship. We will all pack a picnic 
lunch and if the weather is nice 
we can eat outside before we all 
get in our cars and head to Nick's 
Garden Center in Aurora for their 
annual fall festival. 
 Information on the activities 
that they provide can be found on 
their website nicksgardencenter.  

http://nicksgardencenter.com/fall.html
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Congregational Potluck & Discussion Night 
 Bring your thoughts and questions on October 11th at 6:30pm in the Commons Room for discussion night 

and a potluck. We look forward to seeing how the Lord leads us in this new season of Calvary’s life and 

ministry.  

Worship Group 
Creatively engaging our worship group 
     We have enjoyed a stimulating and 
fruitful discussion each month. We look 
ahead at the scriptures. We think of 
themes, and pull in ideas, art, and poems 
that we can use to enhance our worship 
experiences. We invite to you to 
participate. Join us on the 

first Thursday of the month in the Commons room, 6:30pm. 

 Our discussion this past month involved reflecting on this 
poem, which we have included in worship on a couple occasions 
in September. While Collins is speaking specifically of poetry, 
we see it as a reflection of our worship, of our engagement with 
the scriptures, our tradition, and our own stories. We come open 
to what might emerge, how God might lead us and teach us 
through the Spirit as we engage the scriptures freshly, and as we 
pair the scriptures with art, poetry, and music. I share this poem 
again, and we invite you to join us. 

Introduction to Poetry 
by Billy Collins  

I ask them to take a poem 

and hold it up to the light 

like a color slide 

or press an ear against its hive. 

I say drop a mouse into a poem 
and watch him probe his way out, 

or walk inside the poem’s room 
and feel the walls for a light switch. 

I want them to waterski 
across the surface of a poem 
waving at the author’s name on the shore. 

But all they want to do 
is tie the poem to a chair with rope 
and torture a confession out of it. 

They begin beating it with a hose 
to find out what it really means. 

Calvary Book Club  
 Calvary Book Club met on September 12th, in the Commons Room at 1:30pm. This month, we discussed 
the book, “Undress Me In The Temple Of Heaven” by Susan Jane Gilman. This was an interesting discussion 
because it was not a favorite book for most of the members, but it led to a discussion of traveling in foreign 
countries. For October, please read “The Light Between Oceans” by M.L. Stedman (or you could see the 
movie). All are welcome to join the discussion on October 10th at 1:30pm. 

From Calvary’s FIAT Faith In Action Team 
 Calvary’s FIAT team has agreed to continue to give people in need a “hand-up” by supporting the Living 
Gift Market - Heifer International Project. This mission, “supports struggling families who only need one 
opportunity to lift themselves out of poverty, your gift transforms their lives”.  

 Calvary will support the Heifer International Project during the Advent Season. A table will be set up in 
Plymouth Hall after worship service on December 4, 11, 18 in support of this mission. 

 Last year Calvary collected $1,120 for the purchase of tree seedlings, bee-hives, a llama, a goat, rabbits, 
chicks, and many more.  

Meeting Room Reservations  
 Committees and groups, it is that time of year to reserve meeting rooms for 2017.  Please send me your 
meeting schedules, so we can put on the FP calendar. The FP meeting room calendar fills up quickly, so please 
confirm with Sandra your desired meeting date, time, and place. 
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Leadership Training from the Denver Presbytery 

The Presbytery of Denver’s Leadership Retreat Is What You Asked For  

 We have heard you! You tell us, “our church needs better communication!” But communicating begins 

with listening! Listening is the communication skill we are expected to do most often, but it is taught the least. 

Instruction and practice, however, can improve our listening skills, even to the point of creating courageous 

listeners. That’s the goal of Denver Presbytery’s annual Leadership Retreat, Courageous Listening. Join Steve 

Yamaguchi, Fuller Seminary Dean of Students, at Highlands Camp on Friday, November 11th and Saturday, 

November 12th for inspiring worship, thoughtful presentations, and applicable skills as we learn to listen to 

everyone in our churches. The $90 fee includes all meals from Friday evening through Saturday afternoon and 

overnight housing in single-gender rooms. To register, go to highlandscamp.org or call 303.747.2888.  

Equipping Spiritual Care Providers for Trauma Survivors—Saturday, October 29th from 10AM-2PM 
 This is a very unique opportunity for our church leaders to become more equipped and effective in provid-

ing spiritual care for trauma survivors in Colorado.  

 In 2015, there were 355 mass shootings in the US. Here in Colorado, we have seen more than our share of 

traumatic violence: Columbine, Arapahoe High School, Aurora Movie Theater, and Colorado Springs. The 

sobering reality is that we need to organize and prepare as faith community leaders so we can provide more 

effective and long term emotional-spiritual support for the survivors in our communities.  

 This training will be held at Good Shepherd Presbyterian Church, 10785 Melody Drive, Northglenn, CO 

80234. Please RSVP to Rev. Howard Dotson 505.303.8963. 

Mental Health First Aid 

 Mental Health First Air (MHFA) is a groundbreaking, internationally recognized evidence-based training 

program committed to empowering individuals to identify, understand, and respond to those in mental health 

and substance abuse crises. There are several dates scheduled for this training. Please see the flyer on the Cal-

vary bulletin board for more details or click the link Denver Presbytery. 

Community Ministry (CM) Foodbank 
 CM foodbank does more than give out boxes of food to those visiting the 

foodbank located at 1755 S. Zuni Street, in Southwest Denver. They support the 

families they serve in many different ways. CM just completed their annual school 

supply drive where they distributed over 300 filled backpacks of supplies for 

elementary aged students. On September 10th they held their annual Footsteps-4-

Food 5 walk/run which provided an extra $8,500 in money to purchase food when 

the pantry is running low. 

 Now, CM is collecting items for Holiday Food Boxes. Each year CM gives out 

over 300 Thanksgiving and Christmas food boxes (each) with enough food to feed 

a family of five. These families can enjoy a meal they may otherwise not have had 

the resources to afford.  

 During the holidays, when children are home from school, many families in the service area of CM 

struggle to feed their children three meals a day while school is out. Many of these families depend on the food 

boxes received from CM to feed their families. This holiday season CM is asking for additional holiday 

donations to be collected along with the regular monthly food collection, so the boxes can be filled and 

families do not have to stress about their holiday meal.  

CM is collecting 300 of each of the following items: Jell-O, evaporated milk, condensed milk, pie filling, 

and mashed potatoes.  

August 2016 CM  
Statistics: 

 

In August CM served food to: 
 2,951 families. 
      8,201 individuals                      
 
Provided clothing to:  
 237 families 
 710 individuals  

Calvary’s collection item  

for October is  

Canned Fruit 

http://www.highlandscamp.org/
http://denpres.org/events/
http://denpres.org/events/
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Children’s Corner by Nonie Geistert 
 We are all back on our regular schedule with school and work. You can feel fall in the air 
and before you know it winter will be here. 

 Have you registered your child for Sunday school yet? This is important to do every year 
for every child from nursery age through 8th grade. It informs us of any allergies or special 
circumstances your child might have and also has the photo permission form. Parents can sign 
up all their children on the same form. Please go to this link Registration.  

 Our Sunday school programs are in full swing. Our Early Childhood class will be doing the 
unit titled “Freedom”. The Bible verse for this month is “I’ll set you free with great 
power.” (Exodus 6:6) The Anchor point for this month is “We remember God’s Powerful 
Acts.” 

 A huge thanks you to Dr. Phyliss Updike and Doug Geistert for teaching last month’s unit 
on Joseph. This month we are pleased to have Margi Heinen and Beth Tice teaching our unit 
on the Ten Commandments. We are also thrilled to have Ben Westlund back as our volunteer 
Director of our Grades 1-8 choir. Their first time that they will sing in Worship will be October 
23rd. It would be great to have 100% participation of all the grades or as close as we can get to 
100%! Parents, we could use your help with this goal! 

 Our First Plymouth Parents group, open to all, is our new fellowship group being 
coordinated by Beth Tice under the auspices of Children’s Ministries. Beth will be hosting a 
potluck on October 16th following the worship service at 12:30. Please contact Beth to rsvp or 
with any questions at EMTICE@gmail.com or by calling 720-635-1497. 

 The Introduction to the Bible class, taught by Berkeley Rich, has 8 attendees and they will 
be receiving their Bibles during the Worship service on October 23rd. That is also the first day 
of this school year where our Revelation Singers will be singing in the service. 

 

Halloween Trunk or Treat 

 October 30 will be our annual Halloween party here at church. This year I hope to get 6 
volunteers who will help me with “Trunk or Treat” They will supply the treats, either edible or 
non-edible, and park their cars in a line in the parking lot so the kids can “trick (or trunk) or 
treat”. We will also have games, and a pumpkin-decorating contest where everyone will be a 
winner! Don your family costumes, bring a treat to share (cookies, brownies or whatever) and 
join the fun. The party will go from 2:00 to 3:30. 

 If you have any questions or would like to volunteer, please contact Noanie Geistert, 
Director of Children’s Ministries at First Plymouth. 

Date Theme Bible Story 

10/2 The Baby in the Basket Exodus 1:8-14,2:1-10 

10/9 The Burning Bush Exodus 2:11-3:22 

10/16 Moses and Pharaoh Exodus 5:1-13:9 

10/23 Crossing the Sea Exodus 13:17-14:31 

10/30 Songs of Joy Exodus 15:1-21 

https://firstplymouthchurch.wufoo.com/forms/kdp0eri0r9vvg4/
mailto:EMTICE@gmail.com
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Kantorei I Concert  “Music Alive!”  
 One of Denver’s finest choral organizations returns for the first of four concerts at First Plymouth on 
Saturday, October 8th at 7:00pm. This year the ensemble is celebrating their 20th Anniversary, and will revisit 
the choir’s journey with founding director and conductor emeritus, Richard Larson, and current artistic 
director, Joel Rinsema. “Music Alive!” includes original music which Kantorei has commissioned, to 
champion and highlight new music and composers such as Abbie Betinis, René Clausen, Joshua Shank, Kim 
André Arnesen, and Eric William Barnum. Tickets will be available online at kantorei.org or at the door. 
Tickets cost $20 for adults, $15 for seniors, and $5 for students (must present student ID) and children. 

Smashing Art - Fused Glass and Pottery By Warren and Cathy Benn 
 Working in fused glass has become a passion for Warren Benn, and Cathy Benn is passionate about 
pottery. Contemporary design and color are emphasized in Warren’s glass pieces. Cathy’s pitchers, platters, 
plates, bowls, and mugs exude warmth and utility. Their eclectic creations will be on display in the Narthex 
during the month of November and are available for purchase (30% of the purchase price is tax-deductible gift 
to Arts at First Plymouth). 

Pick up your 2016-2017 Faith Through the Arts brochure at the welcome cart near the chapel entrance. 

October Share-the-Plate 
 October is a great month for football, aspen leaves giving time and money to Habitat for Humanity. Won’t 
it be great to have one more family in a warm and safe home? A true “Thanksgiving.” Here are the ways you 
can help:  

 Contribute to Share-the-Plate in October: Your money will help build a 4-bedroom house for the 
Melinda-Mulumba family of 2 hard working parents and 6 daughters ages 5-18.  

 Sign up to help build the house on 2680 S. Decatur Street  

The building will begin the first week of November. No skills required and you may learn a new one!  

From Our Friends at First Plymouth 

 

 

 

Crabby Old Man by Anonymous 
What do you see nurses? . . What do you see? 
What are you thinking . . . . . when you're looking at me? 
A crabby old man, . ... .. not very wise, 
Uncertain of habit .. . .. . . . . . with faraway eyes? 

Who dribbles his food . . .. . . . . and makes no reply . 
When you say in a loud voice .. . . . .. 'I do wish you'd try!' 
Who seems not to notice . ... . the things that you do . 
And forever is losing . . . . .. . . . . . A sock or shoe? 

Who, resisting or not . . . . . . .. . . lets you do as you will, 
With bathing and feeding The long day to fill? 
Is that what you're thinking? Is that what you see? 
Then open your eyes, nurse . . . . . you're not looking at me. 

I'll tell you who I am. As I sit here so still, 
As I do at your bidding, . . . . . . as I eat at your will. 
I'm a small child of Ten ... . . . . . with a father and mother, 
Brothers and sisters . . . ... . . . . . who love one another. 

A young boy of Sixteen . . with wings on his feet 
Dreaming that soon now . . . .. .. . . a lover he'll meet.. 
A groom soon at Twenty. my heart gives a leap. 
Remembering, the vows . . . . .. . that I promised to keep. 

At Twenty-Five, now . . . . . . . . I have young of my own. 
Who need me to guide . . . . And a secure happy home. 
A man of Thirty . . . . .. . . . .. My young now grown fast, 
Bound to each other . . . . . . . With ties that should last. 

 

At Forty, my young sons .. . have grown and are gone, 
But my woman's beside me . . . . . . . to see I don't mourn. 
At Fifty, once more, babies play 'round my knee, 
Again, we know children . . . . . . . My loved one and me. 

Dark days are upon me . . my wife is now dead. 
I look at the future ... . .. . . . . . . shudder with dread.. 
For my young are all rearing . . . . . .. young of their own. 
And I think of the years . . .. and the love that I've known. 

I'm now an old man . . . . . .. .. . . and nature is cruel. 
Tis jest to make old age . . . . look like a fool. 
The body, it crumbles .. . . . . . . grace and vigor, depart.. 
There is now a stone . . . .. . . . where I once had a heart. 

But inside this old carcass . . a young guy still dwells, 
And now and again . . . .. . . . my battered heart swells. 
I remember the joys . . . . . . . . .. I remember the pain. 
And I'm loving and living . . . . . .. . . . . life over again. 

I think of the years, all too few . . . . . gone too fast. 
And accept the stark fact . . . . . .. that nothing can last. 
So open your eyes, people . . . . . . . . open and see.  
Not a crabby old man. Look closer . . . see ME!! 

Submitted by Nancy Fisher 

https://ezregister.com/register/order/18023/0/c5a0532b368b80fbdb2b8e767f5355c516db358c/


October/November Messenger - Page 7 

October 

 Paul Batzel, 10/6 

Sarah Whitnah, 10/8 

Drew Tyrie, 10/24 

Pat Chichester, 10/30 

Hudson Pettit, 10/30 

October 2016 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1  

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 

 

13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

30 31  

Book Club, 1:30PM 

Men’s Breakfast,  

8AM 

Session, 6:30PM 

Daytimers, 

Golden Shanghai, 

11:30AM 

Deacons, 8:45AM 

Worship, Sundays, 10AM 

Fellowship, Sundays, following worship 

Choir Rehearsal, Wednesdays at 7PM 

Worship Meeting, 

6:30PM 

Discussion & Potluck 

Night, 6:30PM 

FP Minute for Mission  

 

Congregational Meeting,  

11:30AM 

*Intergenerational Sunday 

November 

 Jan Charter, 11/2 

Adrienne Cooper, 11/3 

Nancy Ulrich, 11/15 

Ruby Maenpa, 11/21 

Caitlin Chichester, 11/22 

Holly Hoxeng, 11/23 

Leta Hansell, 11/30 

Choir Cancelled 

Choir Cancelled 

Kantorei I Concert, 

7PM 

following  worship 

Presbytery Assembly 

Meeting -  

Green Mountain 

Pres. Church 
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November 2016 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 2 3 4 5  

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 

 

17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30  

Please  

place  

stamp  

here 
Calvary Presbyterian Church 

3501 S. Colorado Blvd.,  

Englewood, CO 80113 

Phone: 303.756.5042 

calvarypresdenver.org 

office.calvarypresdenver@gmail.com 

Book Club, 

1:30PM 

Men’s Breakfast, 

8AM 

Session, 6:30PM 

Daytimers, 

11:30AM 

Worship Meeting, 

6:30PM 

Intergenerational Sunday 

Choir Cancelled 

Choir Cancelled 

FP World Gift Market 

FP World Gift Market 


