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The Blessing and Curse of our Presbyterian Polity:  

A passion seems to have been ignited in the last week or so. A passion for flag, anthem, and nation. A 

debate (or quarrel really) about how one ought to show their love of country and honor for those who serve; 

a quarrel about how to protest, who can protest (rich athletes are apparently disqualified), and what can be 

protested. The volley of rants going back and forth is just another display of how uncomfortable America is 

about acknowledging and understanding the experiences of blacks and minorities in this country. Well, 

much more could be said about this all. But what it has me thinking about is how we honor the democracy 

we have been given; how we honor what others have sacrificed for.  

The anthem was adopted in 1889. The pledge around 1945. Recent developments really. They are ways of 

building unity and solidarity as a nation. But the right and privilege that has been fought for repeatedly is 

the freedom from tyranny. It is the right to vote. It is the right to have a government that represents its 

citizens. So I can’t but help to wonder if all this fury couldn’t be channeled towards participation in this 

country where less than half of eligible voters vote. Wouldn’t this be a better way of honoring what has 

been fought for, by exercising that very thing?!  

The Reformed Tradition (which includes the Presbyterian church), interestingly, bears much in common 

with our governmental system; it is organized and led with a representational model. We elect and appoint 

leaders from within the congregation. We govern and we lead by assemblies. One could contrast this to 

Catholic or Episcopal systems where God selects leaders who function as God’s vessels, as bishops, who 

then govern and oversee the church in more of a top down system; one more centered on professional 

clergy. The Presbyterian system is representational, and governed by assemblies. Much like our democratic 

governmental system, we elect and appoint lay people to serve on Session, overseeing and caring for the 

needs and life of the church, and as Deacons, extending love and care to the people of the church, and 

guiding us in service and mission. The blessing of this is that God calls all of us into ministry, not just 

clergy. God uses each of us. God calls us to serve one another as members of one community. There is 

space for our service and for our voices. We discern God’s leading together in groups, and as a 

congregation. And there is a structured turnover, so that rather than leaning on the same people, others are 

called to step into leadership, and we continue that process and challenge of discerning God’s work 

together.  

The curse is that we are called to fill the offices of the church, just as the curse of democracy is that it 

depends on the involvement and temperament of the people. There is no bishop that can do it for us. And we 

can only turn the attention to others for so long. It is a theological conviction – that God works through 

ministers, elders and deacons as they minister together. It is also an ongoing challenge – finding new leaders 

who will bring their time and their gifts and be a part of leading and ministering together. As with a 

democracy, the less people vote and are involved, the less the government will represent the people; so with 

our Presbyterian polity, without leaders, it doesn’t work.  



 2 

Like Calvary on Facebook 
As we embrace our ministry and what we have to offer, we are discerning ways to get the 
word out. We want to let people know what is going on here, and that they are welcome. 
Maybe Facebook can be one tool for doing so. Click Here and click “like”.  

Visit the Calvary Website 

calvarypresdenver.org 
 

We have heard a great deal of ardor for our country, our democracy, our flag and anthem. But it deserves 

mention that the privilege given to us by those who have fought for our democracy, is the privilege to vote, 

the privilege to be involved, and to have a government that represents us. We honor those sacrifices by our 

involvement and our service. In a similar way, the privilege of our Presbyterian polity is the privilege to 

serve, and to discern together as a congregation how God is leading us. And in our Presbyterian polity God 

does that through ministers of word and sacrament, through elders, and through deacons. God does it through 

you! So… how will you honor this privilege?  

Blessings,  

Pastor Dave 

 

October 1st – World Communion Sunday 
When we serve one another the bread and the cup of communion, we participate in something much larger 

than our small church, or our small denomination. On World Communion Sunday (1st Sunday in October) we 

confess our place in the church around world, a church represented by people of every nation, and customs of 

all respective cultures. All over the world, in the sacrament of the table, we confess our place in the global 

church together. We confess the impermanence of our traditions and polity and denominations. For beyond 

the boundaries that order things for us is the gospel that has gone forth for two thousand years, and that still 

calls us. The gospel of grace and love, and communion with God through the love and sacrifice of God’s own 

self – this overshadows all our particulars. So on Sunday October 1st, we recognize, celebrate, and renew our 

commitment to our place in Christ’s global church, global family, in which we are called not just to seek our 

own interests, but the interests of others.  

 

https://www.facebook.com/CalvaryPresDenver/
calvarypresdenver.org
calvarypresdenver.org
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FIAT 

Calvary’s Faith-In-Action-Team: Loaves and Fishes 

Calvary’s FIAT Committee would like to determine the interest in partnering with First Plymouth in their 

Habitat for Humanity house build to start in October. First Plymouth participates in Habitat builds through a 

coalition known as Loaves and Fishes. The house to be built is located at 3716 South Knox Court in Sheridan 

(near Federal and US 285). The house is being built for a family of six. First Plymouth crews typically work 

up to 3 days each week on the build. Calvary members can participate through helping with the construction or 

preparing lunch for the full build crew. If you are interested in participating, please fill out one of the forms 

available on the cart outside of the Chapel or download one here and return it to the Church Office or to any 

member of FIAT (Anne Baldrige, Edie Lovegren, Bobbie Knott, Nancy Fischer, Dale Vodehnal). Watch for 

additional announcements in the bulletin, including a future question and answer session with representatives 

from the Loaves and Fishes coalition.  

January 24 Red Lobster: 10854 E Alameda Avenue, Aurora 

February 28 Mimi’s Cafe - 205 S Abilene Street, Aurora 

March 28 La Fogata - 5670 E Evans Avenue, Denver 

April 25 Blossoms, 597 S Clinton St, Denver, CO 80247 

May 23 Bull & Bush - 4700 Cherry Creek South Drive, Denver 

June 27 New York Deli News - 7105 Hampden Avenue, Denver 

July 25 Rendezvous - 2888 S Heather Gardens Way, Aurora 

August 22 Golden Shanghai - 1412 S Parker Road, A134, Denver 

September 26 Black-eyed Pea - 1470 S Colorado Boulevard, Denver 

October 24 Piccolo’s - 3563 S Monaco Street, Denver 

November 28 The Egg & I - 560 S Holly Street, #1, Denver 

Daytimers  
Schedule for 2018—Wednesdays 

 
Community Ministry food collection for October is Peanut Butter & Jelly 
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Big plans are in the works to celebrate Rev. Tom Sheffield upon his retirement 

in November as our Presbytery Pastor. As fall approaches and calendars become 

full of congregational activities, the celebration committee wants to bring to 

your attention the celebratory plans as they are unfolding. Our honoring of Tom 

will take place the last full week of October as a two-part celebration. The first 

part will be thanksgiving for his guidance and wisdom as our Presbytery Pastor 

for sixteen years expressed within the worship segment of the October 24 

Presbytery Assembly.  

Secondly, we will hold a party later that week, on the evening of Friday, 

October 27. Finger foods and beverages will be available from 6:00 pm - 7:30 

pm in the sanctuary, come when you can! A program in the chapel will follow, 

beginning at 7:30 pm. The cost is $10 per person and you can register HERE. 

Where: Wellshire Presbyterian Church (map)  

2999 S Colorado Blvd, Denver, CO 80222 

When: Friday, October 27, 2017 at 6:00PM 

Denver Presbytery: Tom Sheffield 

 

 

Tom will worship with Calvary, 

Sunday, October 15, 2017  

Zimbabwe Mission Partnership 
The focus of the Zimbabwe Mission Partnership is to feed, and provide school 

fees, tuition, uniforms, nutrition supplements and medical care for the orphans 

enrolled at the Heather Chimhoga Orphan Care Center (HCOC) near Murewa, 

Zimbabwe. In addition, ZMP raises funds to support local farming for food 

production and for essential new construction projects. Operating funds for support of school teaching and 

administrative staffs, HCOC staff and building and grounds maintenance and repair are included in ZMP’s 

budget program. For information, visit www.zimpartnership.org. 

Anna Banda will worship with 

Calvary on  

Sunday, November 5, 2017 

October 1st Exodus 17: 1-7 & Matthew 21: 23-32  

October 8th Psalm 80: 7-15 & Matthew 21: 33-46  

October 15th Exodus 32: 1-14 & Matthew 22: 1-14 

October 22nd Exodus 33: 12-23 & Matthew 22: 15-22 

October 29th Deuteronomy 34: 1-12 & Matthew 22: 34-46 

October Lectionary 

https://denpres.org/event-registration/2017-2018-planning-calendar-orders-54z3m
file:///C:/Users/Calvary Office/Documents/Messenger 2017/wellshire_parking_map+copy+(2).pdf
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October 
 

 2 - Katherine Huff  

 6 - Paul Batzel 

 8 - Sarah Whitnah 

24 - Drew Tyrie 

       Pat Chichester 

30 - Hudson Pettit  

November 

  2 - Jan Charter 

13 - Adrienne Cooper 

15 - Nancy Ulrich 

21 - Ruby Maenpa 

22 - Caitlin Chichester 

23 - Holly Hoxeng 

30 - Leta Hansell 

 

The Calvary Book Club had a busy August. In 2017, we discussed Jeanette Wall’s book “The Crystal Palace” 

and on August 14th, several of us went to see the movie which had just been released. It was interesting to see 

the characters’ real life persona on the screen. We all agreed the movie was worth seeing. At our regular 

meeting on August 15th, we discussed “The Shell Seekers” by Rosamund 

Pilcher. Most of us read it when it first came out several years ago but enjoyed 

reading it again. For the September 19th meeting, we read and discussed a 

very different book, “Game of Queens” by India Edghill. This is the story of 

Queen Esther and Queen Vashti. The Book of Esther in the Bible is the Queen 

Esther of this book, which taught us much more about Esther. Ms. Edghill 

must have done a lot of research to uncover the palace intrigue of those days. 

In September, the Book Club met with only four members but we had a good discussion of the book “Small 

Great Things” by Jodi Picoult. This is a book from which women, men, boys, and girls can all learn a lot about 

themselves. We hope all will read it and see for themselves. 

Calvary’s Book Club by Nancy Fischer 

The Book Club meets again on 

October 16th at 1:30PM in the 

Commons Room and on the third 

Monday of each month.  

All are welcome please join us! 

The Allen Organ 
Calvary’s Session has been working with First Plymouth, and expect to move the current chapel organ to 

storage, and move Calvary’s Allen organ to the chapel for weekly use. The Allen provides Dean more options 

and versatility, and Dean looks forward to being re-united with Calvary’s instrument. Our thanks to First 

Plymouth’s openness to the idea, and support for making the switch happen.  
 

 

Signage 
Despite the many and great benefits we gain from our relationship with First Plymouth Church, we face a 

challenge of visibility – letting people know we are here, and being easy to find by people who may come 

looking for us. Session, therefore, is working with First Plymouth’s Building Administration Team (BAT) to 

add Calvary to First Plymouth Black information box at the south entrance, and to add a Calvary Sign above 

the portico at the west entrance, where most of us enter on Sunday mornings. We are at the initial stages still, 

and will be researching materials and costs and reporting back to the BAT. More updates to come in the 

future.  
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It is hard to believe that summer is ending, school has started and we have started our Sunday School year. We 

hope you had a wonderful summer filled with fun and laughter!  

Our program is open to all from birth through eighth grade. Our nursery in Room B-09 welcomes all children 

from birth through two years old. Manager Katie Haas and her staff Emily Depper, Alyssa McKenna, Tyler 

Andreasen, and Caroline Erickson are there every Sunday to care for your youngest family members.  

Our preschool class, which meets in Room B-26, is designed for children three years old through 

Kindergarten. There are five teams of dedicated teachers who rotate weekly using the Deep Blue curriculum 

from Cokesbury. In September they will learn about some Judges and Kings in the Bible. Their Anchor Point 

is “We listen to God” and the monthly Bible Verse is “Speak. Your servant is listening”. (1Samuel 3:10)  

We are so appreciative of the teachers who are returning again this year: Nancy Joe Shaw, Bennie Brown, 

Betty and Jerry Arca, Pete and Nancy Fogg, Gini and Bill Blunden, Ingrid Johnson, and Alexis Cole. We also 

welcome Diane Hoagland who is joining our team this year.  

Our early elementary class is for Grades 1-4 and is held in the CE Center. They use a curriculum that 

Children’s Ministries has designed as a four year rotation. Each unit runs for 3 weeks and incorporates one 

week of literature, one week of art or science, and one week of drama. The fourth week of the month is an 

Intergenerational Sunday where the class joins their families in worship. This month they will be working a 

unit on Esther and their teachers are Kim Wooldridge and Doug Geistert.  

We are so excited to start working with our new Assistant Music Director, Abby Ballinger. She will be 

directing both the Cherub choir (our preschool choir) and the Revelation Singers (our children’s choir), as well 

as our youth choir, and bell choir. Grades 5-8 are in the Bible Budz class in Room B-22 with teachers Sam and 

Eileen Robinson who created and implemented this course of study where they explore the Bible in greater 

depth. The “Introduction to the Bible” class begins September 24, which is open to all students who have not 

previously taken the class who are in third grade and older. It is taught by Berkeley Rich and is held in Room 

B-20 during Sunday School for 5 weeks. On Sunday, October 29 the class will receive their own Bibles during 

the Worship service. Please let me know if your child will be attending this class.  

Noanie O’Brien Geistert, Director, FP Children’s Ministries 

The choir for kids in first through fourth grades will sing in FP's service on 10/22, 12/10 (a Christmas pag-

eant), Christmas Eve at 4 p.m., 2/4, and 5/6. 

Communion Class, this class is for first graders and older it is scheduled for 10/1, 10/15, 10/22, and 10/29. 

One parent is expected to sit in on each class because at FP the kids with a parent's help, serve Commun-

ion. They do it a little different than Calvary does. The kids will serve Communion on 11/5. This should 

match up with Calvary’s communion calendar. 

It was suggested that we add Torrey's address to our directory. He is the grandson of Ruth Lewis who ran our 
nursery in the past. He is now a marine. Maybe you would like to drop him a line. 

Torrey Evans 
PFC T.J. Evans 
1513 Desert Storm Road 
Fort Worth, TX 76127  
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October 2017 
Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat 

1 

 

2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31  

November 2017 
Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30   

Calvary Worship: 10:00 AM 

Fellowship, 11:00 AM 

Fall Potluck 
11:AM—CR 

Book Club, 
1:30 PM - CR 

Daytimers 
Piccolo’s: 11:30 AM 

Deacons, 2PM - BR 
 

Worship & Creativity 
6:30 PM – CR 

Men’s Breakfast,  
8 AM 

Session, 
6:30 PM – BR 

Knitwit Sewciety 
10:00AM 

Pulpit Supply  

Anne Kleinkopf 

Choir Rehearsal 7:00PM 

Thursday Afternoon 
Circle - 10:00AM 

Special Guest 
Tom Sheffield 

Sacraments in the 
Reformed Tradition 

Presbytery Assembly 
Central Presbyterian 

Tom Sheffield Party 
Wilshire Presbyterian 

Nick’s Garden - noon 

Musical Guest 
Sarah Whitnah 

Deacons, 2PM - BR 
 

Worship & Creativity 
6:30 PM – CR 

Knitwit Sewciety 
10:00AM 

Book Club, 
1:30 PM - CR 

Daytimers 
The Egg and I  

11:30 AM 

Men’s Breakfast,  
8 AM 

Session, 
6:30 PM – BR 

Thursday Afternoon 
Circle - 10:00AM 

Pastor Study Leave 

Pastor Study Leave 
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Please  

place  

stamp  

here 

Calvary Presbyterian Church 

3501 S. Colorado Blvd.,  

Englewood, CO 80113 

Phone: 303.756.5042 

calvarypresdenver.org 

office.calvarypresdenver@gmail.com 

Presbytery Disaster Assistance 
On Wednesday September 6th, the Category 5 Irma, packing winds of 185 mph, tore through the northern 

Lesser Antilles and Virgin Islands, as well as Puerto Rico. PDA has been in constant communication with 

communities in its path. 

 

PDA has been in touch with the leadership of the Synod of Boriquen (Puerto Rico) and the Presbyteries of San 

Juan, Noroeste (Northwest) and Suroeste (Southwest) to share contact information and grant information. 

PDA is also in touch with the Florida Presbyterian Disaster Assistance Network (FLAPDAN), which is a 

mutually agreed upon partnership between six presbyteries in Florida. This is a unique platform in which PDA 

can relate to all six presbyteries at once for disaster situational awareness. 

PDA is also responding in Cuba and the US Virgin Islands.  

 

Hurricane Maria 
PDA is remaining in constant contact with PCUSA leadership in Puerto Rico. It is still too early to send in 

National Response Team members as the resources in Puerto Rico are already stretched too thin. Emergency 

grants are being issued and when it is safe and secure, and volunteers will not be creating an additional burden 

on the limited resources, our national response team of bi-lingual volunteers will be deployed to assist. We 

anticipate there will an opportunity for long-term volunteers to help with the recovery.  

https://www.flapdan.org/

