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In Awe of Awe 
 
We were camping this summer on the Taylor River. It was a cold clear night, and we walked 
thirty yards from the campfire where we could look up through the trees at the un-obstructed 
sky. We watched for a bit as the dark blue turned black, the sky started to fill with stars, and as 
the milky way filled in as if God was slowly painting by numbers.  
  
We talked about city lights and how they obscure the stars, making it hard to see what is over 
our heads all the time. Hudson and Abby were a little amazed to realize how many stars were 
there. The longer we stood with craned necks, the more they appeared, squeezing out the black 
space.  
  
I’ve been thinking about awe and its importance in our lives. I’ve been thinking about worship, 
the poem below, and the role of awe in our lives and worship. There are many things that can 
propel us in life and our choices, such as duty, or commitments, or guilt, or pain, or cognitive 
agreement. Awe, however, and that sense of wonder or mystery, that feeling of beauty or love 
can propel us uniquely. Awe and mystery can draw us in, slow us down, shift our perspective, 
open up joy and receptiveness, and send us on with the residue of the holy clinging to us.  
  
Biron, in the poem below, describes moments of awe, of staring “dumbstruck at the magnifi-
cence of a single ocean wave.” These moments of awe, for him, cause the magnitude of the cli-
mate crisis to fade for the moment, for the fleeting feeling of working and speaking fruitlessly 
to fade, and to be caught in the moment—a moment of awe, beauty, mystery.  
  
I wonder if these moments of awe are too rare in our lives, moments of being in nature, silent, 
attentive to the things always before us, but obscured through our inattentiveness. I wonder if 
our worship is providing such a moment for us. Perhaps we might ask how to foster such a per-
spective—that worship might be an opportunity to stare dumbstruck at the love of God. And 
perhaps the magnificence of an ocean wave is no more fascinating than the mystery of how 
God has been present in your journey, or the wonder of how God loves this broken world, or 
the raw beauty we see when we imitate God by a simple act, like offering a hand or a cup of 
cold water. 
  
These are moments, as passing as that ocean wave as it crashes into the foam. We are present, 
but our necks cannot crane toward the sky illimitably. As Biron expresses, that passing mo-
ment, though only for a moment, does something to us and in us, that we are changed and 
nourished. And through that moment we re-enter the world with something to offer that we did 
not have prior, some holy residue. And in place of that fruitless and vain feeling, we are sup-
plied with hope, for me, and you, and every other blessed thing. 



On Being Asked to Write a Poem Against the Destruction of the Natural World… 
DALE BIRON 
 
 
One means of sanity is to retain a hold on the natural world, to remain, insofar as we can, good 
animals. ~ Wallace Stegner 
 
 

Well, yes I have written such poems on 
occasion and several times in fact, not 
because I was asked, but just because 
my heart or soul or maybe some other 
nameless part of me couldn’t help but 
do so. I’ve quoted Rachel Carson, Walt 
Whitman, and Wallace Stegner just to 
add intellectual heft to my haranguing. 
And based on what I can tell, so far none 
of my writing or talking has made a single 
bit of difference, except that I now stare 
dumbstruck at the magnificence of a single 
ocean wave, and cannot take my eyes 
off clouds and full moons or Giant Egrets, 
taking one tiny sacred step at a time. 
After all, isn’t every poem ever just a search 
and rescue party for our heart and soul– 
nothing protected, nothing saved, nothing 
sustained, except maybe, just maybe, me, 
and you, and every other blessed thing. 



FIAT: Have you signed up to help? 

Calvary’s Faith-In-Action-Team 

CALVARY IN ACTION! 

OCTOBER: 

NOVEMBER: 

The Rocky Mountain Conference of the UCC is challenging all of their 

churches to participate in their new “Socksgiving” campaign. They 

have partnered with the Sock It To Em Sock Campaign, a 501c3 Public 

Charity begun by First Plymouth Congregational Church members Sue 

Lee and Phillis Shimamoto. 

*Calvary is joining forces with FP in their collection this year.  

 
The campaign runs from October 20 – November 17, 2019. 
Please bring new socks for men, women, children, and infants.  
FP will have a collection box and will be donating the socks to a shelter, service or agency in 
the area.  
 
 Socks are the #1 most needed clothing item for those experiencing homelessness.  
 Foot ailments are the #1 reason someone who is homeless goes to the emergency room.  
 The best way to prevent foot ailments is by having good socks to wear on a regular basis.  

The Guatemala Mission Partnership, formed in 2011, is a faith-based 

organization of the Denver Presbytery.  They are dedicated to providing 

safe drinking water for Guatemalan communities. 

They partner with Living Waters for the World to install water purifica-

tion systems, train community trainers, and follow up to ensure sustaina-

bility.  
GMP Denver 

Chisec - February 2-10, 2019 

A team of ten people arrived safely on Saturday February 2 to 
work with the Light of the World Presbyterian Church in 
Chisec. Together they quickly assembled and installed water 
purification system. They also trained people to educate the 
community about health and hygiene. 
 
Thanks to donations, GMP Denver was able to pur-
chase training materials and system components from Living 
Waters for the World, and to provide soap pouches, dental hy-
giene supplies, and materials for hands-on educational activi-
ties. 

https://www.livingwatersfortheworld.org/
https://www.livingwatersfortheworld.org/
https://www.livingwatersfortheworld.org/


Upcoming Mission Focus:  

We are hosting a number of people in October with great opportunities to hear updates and 

possibilities concerning the work we support through Mission giving (FIAT) and our Legacy 

Tithe (LT). Please mark your calendars and plan to be with us to help host our guests. 

 

10/6 – Maria Shupe and Highlands Camp 

            In 2018 we funded program elements through the Legacy Tithe for Highlands. On 10/6 

Maria will report on these and share other opportunities to support the ongoing ministry of 

Highlands. 

  

10/13 – Tafadzwa -guest preacher 

            Given our support of the Central Fund work in Zimbabwe, as well as the Presbytery’s 

relationship to the Presbytery of Zimbabwe, we have the opportunity host a delegate from 

Zimbabwe. The Rev. Tafadzwa Kasere will be with us and will preach on 10/13. 

  

10/20 – Guatemala mission partnership 

            FIAT (Faith in Action Team) supported the Guatemala mission partnership in 2018 and 

anticipate doing so again in 2019. We will have an update on past and future projects during 

worship on 10/20. 

October donation Item: 

Cranberry Sauce 

 

Holiday donation needs: 

Cake mixes 

Condensed milk 

Frosting 

Turkey gravy 

Mashed potatoes 

Cranberry sauce 

Marshmallow 

Evaporated milk 

Holiday Food Boxes and Gifts  

We are planning to give out 300 boxes on each holiday 

for Thanksgiving and Christmas. We have been signing 

families up for the holiday boxes since September 1. We 

began signing children up for Christmas gifts in July 

with school supplies. Last year we gave gifts to 470 

children. If you are interested in adopting children for 

Christmas gifts, please call Shelley at 303-935-3428 

ext. 101.  



Presbyterian Women Fall Gathering: Celebrating Friendship! Women and their friends 
are invited to the fall gathering of Presbyterian Women in the Presbytery of Denver on Satur-
day, October 12, 2019. Rev. Lydia Neshangwe, Stated Clerk of Presbyter of Zimbabwe and 
Pastor of St. Andrew Church in Bulawayo, will be joining several friends as they share their 
stories and experiences of their recent travels to Zimbabwe. Join us for lunch, worship and fel-
lowship. RSVP to Moderator, Vicki Terry at 720.273.6870 or sosagup@q.com no later than 
October 9th. $10 at the door for lunch. 

Presbyterian Church of the Covenant | 5400 S. Yosemite Street | Greenwood Village CO 
11 AM | Saturday, October 12, 2019 

 

 

The Immigration Task Force of Denver Presbytery invites you to a trip to the border. Discover the 

reality of life on the Borderlands up close and personal. Join with us and Frontera De Cristo 

(Presbyterian Border Region Outreach) to experience an opportunity to share and learn from each 

other form both sides of the border.   

Frontera De Cristo Mission is collaborative ministry between Presbyterian Churches in the U.S. and 

Mexico engaging in ministries of compassion and empowerment as well as promoting mission educa-

tion, family and health ministry along with church and community development so people in both 

Mexico and the United States experience joint mission on the border.  

Immigration:  
FP’s Immigration Task Force, led by Anne Kleinkopf, has their next meeting on 10/13 after worship. 

mailto:sosagup@q.com


Alix Wright, Director of FP Children’s Ministries 

Children’s Sunday School meets at 10:15A on the lower level of the church. For children up to 

age two, we have a nursery staffed between 9:00A (new time) until the end of the Worship 

Service. Trained volunteer teachers and youth assistants engage the children in Bible stories, 

activities, crafts, music, and more.  

The Cherub class is for ages 3 and 4, meets every Sunday during the 

school year in Room B-26, from 10:15A to the 11:15.  They learn 

stories about Jesus and God’s love, practice in their choir, and have a 

lot of fun. 

The Kindergarten through 2nd-grade class meets in B24.  They use 

the “A Joyful Path” curriculum to begin the talk about their faith journey.  Sunday School goes 

from 10:15A until 11:15A, followed by a healthy snack and choir practice. 

Our 3rd to 5th-grade class meets in the CE Center.  The class studies one Bible story each 

month, with a three-week unit encompassing literature, art, and drama. Sunday School goes 

from 10:15A until 11:15A, followed by a healthy snack and choir practice. 

The Middle School Class for youth in Grades 6-8 meets in room B-22  at 10:15A on 
Sundays.  This takes a more in-depth look at the Bible. 

Kenneth Cobbin speaks during CrossPurpose's Change Agency 

pitch night. Apollo dutifully hangs out on stage. Sept. 18, 2019. 

(Kevin J. Beaty/Denverite)  

Update: CrossPurpose held a Pitch Night on September 18th, where 4 graduates of the pro-

gram pitched business ideas at an event modeled on ABC’s  “Shark Tank”. Read the Denverite 

article at https://denverite.com/2019/09/19/dolphin-tank-its-like-shark-tank-but-to-make-good-

not-to-make-money/. 

Sheila Littlejohn speaks during CrossPurpose's Change 
Agency pitch night, Sept. 18, 2019. (Kevin J. Beaty/
Denverite) 

https://denverite.com/2019/09/19/dolphin-tank-its-like-shark-tank-but-to-make-good-not-to-make-money/
https://denverite.com/2019/09/19/dolphin-tank-its-like-shark-tank-but-to-make-good-not-to-make-money/


Like Calvary on Facebook! 
As we embrace our ministry and what we have to offer, we are discerning ways to get the 
word out. We want to let people know what is going on here, and that they are welcome. 
Maybe Facebook can be one tool for doing so. Click Here and click “like”.  

Visit the Calvary Website 

calvarypresdenver.org 

Musical Guest Calendar 

 10/20 - Sarah Whitnah, violin 
 11/17 - Sarah Whitnah, violin 

Music at Calvary  

Calvary Choir 

 October rehearsals - 10/2, 10/9, 10/23 

 November rehearsals - 11/6, 11/13, 11/20 

Fun times were had at the Annual Picnic and Potluck! 

Join us for the next opportunity for food and fellowship!  

Harvest Potluck - October 13th, 11:00am 

Sign up after worship on Sunday, or contact Sherrie Larson.  

More pictures on the back page! 

https://www.facebook.com/CalvaryPresDenver/
http://www.calvarypresdenver.org/
calvarypresdenver.org


The Calvary Book Club  The Book Club meets at 1:00PM in the Commons 

Room on the 2nd Monday of each month.                

All are welcome, please join us! 

October 
2 - Katherine Huff 

6 - Paul Batzel 

8 - Sarah Whitnah 

24 - Drew Tyrie 

30 - Hudson Pettit  

  November 
13 - Adrienne Cooper 

15 - Nancy Ulrich 

21 - Ruby Maenpa 

23 - Holly Hoxeng 

30 - Leta Hansell 

Upcoming Calvary events: 

October 6th: Maria Shupe - Highlands  

October 13th: Rev. Tafadzwa Kasere - Zimbabwe  

October 13th: Harvest Potluck 

October 20th: Guatemala Mission Par tnership 

Oct. 14th: 

     Becoming by Michelle Obama  

 Discussion led by Nancy Fischer   

    
  

 Nov. 11th:       

      The Good Pilot Peter Woodhouse by Alexander McCall Smith   
  Discussion led by Pat O’Connor 

  

   

  Dec. 9th: 

       Where The Crawdads Sing by Delia Owens 

October/November BIRTHDAYS! 



   October    

Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri  Sat 

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30 31   

   
November 

   

Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri  Sat 

     1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 
 

18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

FP KnitWit 

Sewciety  

10:00 AM 
Men’s Breakfast  

8:00 AM 

Book Club  

1:00 PM  

Daytimers  

11:30 AM 

Men’s Breakfast  

8:00 AM 

Session 6:30 PM 

Book Club  

1:00 PM  

Daytimers 

11:30 AM 

FP KnitWit 

Sewciety 

10:00 AM 
Choir rehearsal  

7:00 PM 

Worship and 

creativity   

6:30PM 

Worship and 

creativity   

6:30PM 

Choir rehearsal  

7:00 PM 

Choir rehearsal  

7:00 PM 

Session 6:30 PM 

Choir rehearsal  

7:00 PM 

Choir rehearsal  

7:00 PM 

Choir rehearsal  

7:00 PM 

Harvest Potluck 
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place  
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Calvary Presbyterian Church 

3501 S. Colorado Blvd.,  

Englewood, CO 80113 

Phone: 303.756.5042 

calvarypresdenver.org 

office.calvarypresdenver@gmail.com 

A few more pictures from our summer potluck! Make sure to 

mark your calendars and join us for the Harvest Potluck on 

10/13! 


