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I've been thinking about interpretation and about community—about the voices invited into the 
interpretive and decision-making process, and those excluded. Did you hear about the 22 white 
men in Alabama who pushed through a new abortion law? We all know that abortion is divisive 
and controversial. But what caught my attention is this turn from abortion “debate” to an all-
out power grab. What is most striking is the move to utterly disregard the voices of women 
who are impacted, whose choices are being taken away or limited, and whose health concerns 
ignored. Instead of including those voices, those voices have been actively sidelined. 
 
Who gets to interpret? Who gets to set the standards, and make the decisions on outcomes? In 
our Christian tradition, we take the scriptures as authoritative, and as our creeds and confes-
sions direct us, we turn to the scriptures as an authority for faith and life. We interpret, and we 
look for what our scriptures and tradition have to say about the matters we face. But these mat-
ters are often muddy, and so we grapple and we interpret. And in the end, who gets to decide? 
Who gets to interpret for who? Do men get to decide for women? Rich for poor? Educated for 
un-educated? Elder for younger? Who gets the final say, and who gets to scrutinize who? 
 
My friend Lenny and I were discussing such things on the South Platte river last fall, including 
the issue of LGBT inclusion in the church. He lamented that as a Christian rooted in scripture, 
he still wants to hear an argument from scripture. I sympathized with his desire. But I also 
asked, "can one be a Christian and be rich?" I continued, "and I'd like your answer to be based 
in words that come from the mouth of Jesus." 
 
He grinned big, looking towards the ground. We went back to fly fishing. Interpreting the 
scriptures is not always straightforward and easy. Jesus' teachings about wealth are difficult. 
While Jesus repeatedly says to sell it all and give it to the poor, we don’t and we can’t. We can't 
sell it all because no one else is going to buy the groceries and clothe our children and put them 
through college. Furthermore, our economy's strength is based on buying stuff. In addition, we 
like things that make life easier. We like toys. Indeed, it is hard to know how much one can 
squeeze through the eye of a needle with.  
 
We want to heed Jesus' words, but our society is different. The structures for caring for retire-
ment and end of life are different. Life expectancy is different. Clearly, just taking Jesus' words 
at face value doesn't seem to work. So we work hard to discern what Jesus meant and how we 
might apply it in some way that is not literal. The church has down through the ages opted for 
the theology of stewardship, rather than avoiding wealth and mammon. And at times we have 
even regarded wealth and prosperity as blessings from the Lord, signs of God's favor, even 
things to seek, completely disregarding Jesus' words. 



Like Lenny, in a culture that is geared around buying and selling and storing up for oneself 
treasures and toys and stock portfolios, I would really like an answer that comes off the lips of 
Jesus. But in the midst of life’s complexities, I guess it is good that we have had space to inter-
pret for ourselves how to hold the scriptures in the face of our realities and responsibilities. It 
is a luxury I suppose—to have a voice in how to interpret the scriptures on matters that affect 
our lives on a day to day basis.  
 
I was recently asked how you theologically address controversial social issues that arise. My 
response included, among other aspects, the need to talk about interpretation and whose voices 
have been privileged, and whose have been marginalized. For often, what comes to the surface 
is that we are not just interested in coming to a thoughtful conclusion, but maintaining some 
sort of control on the process. Can we not trust women to contribute to the abortion issue, and 
should we not give privilege to their voices and experiences? Or should men continue to make 
laws to govern them? And what about those who identify as LGBT. Can they be invited into 
the interpretive process? Could they add something to help us understand and appreciate the 
complexity of experience, and could they help us be better interpreters of scripture in light of 
life’s complexity? Shouldn’t those whose lives that are most impacted be at the center of the 
interpretive and discerning process?  
 
As these things often go, instead of privileging others’ voices, we tend to scrutinize their judg-
ment, their choices, their motivations. This not unlike the circumstances women seeking ordi-
nation had to face for generations.  
 
Here at Calvary, our attempts at conversation, of discussing the scriptures together and paring 
them with poetry, and inviting responses to the sermon—these are not just cute moves with no 
teeth. We treat the interpretation process as open, ongoing, and potential, and learning to listen 
to one another will make our interpretations better, and our insights more helpful. In a society 
where authority structures are changing, perhaps we can move with that. And instead of inter-
preting and dictating for others, we would do well to interpret with others.  
 
What do you think?  
 
Peace, 
Pastor Dave  



June donation item  

             Cereals (hot or cold)  
  

CALVARY IN ACTION! 

JUNE: 

JULY: School Supply Drive  

 Community Ministry serves over 42,000 
individuals a year with food and holiday 
food boxes. 

 
 They provide clothing to over 800 kids 

plus school supplies and Christmas gifts. 
 
 Community Ministry also collaborates 

with other non-profits to provide other 
wrap around services. 

Annual School Supply Drive 

We know that summer hasn’t even gotten started, but FIAT is 
already thinking about our annual school supply drive to ben-
efit Sable Elementary School in Aurora.  
 
We will be collecting school supplies in July and will fill 
backpacks on Sunday July 28thh for delivery to Sable before 
school starts in early August. Watch for the school supply list 
which will be made available beginning in early July. Our 
gifts to Sable are always very much needed and appreciated!  



FIAT: Have you signed up to help? 

Calvary’s Faith-In-Action-Team 

Musical Guest Calendar 

 6/9 -  Sarah Whitnah, violin 
 7/14 -  Sarah Whitnah, violin 

Music at Calvary  

One Great Hour of Sharing 

 

A big thank you to all who contributed to 
One Great Hour of Sharing on Palm Sun-
day. Your generosity allowed us to send 
$876 to the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

to further their work in Presbyterian Disas-
ter Assistance, Food for the Hungry, and 
support for the poor and oppressed.   

 

 

 

 

 

Highlands Camp 

 

An Eagle Scout from Providence Presbyterian will  be 

constructing the outdoor Gaga Pit using our Legacy 

Tithe donation funds. Pictures will be coming later this 

summer!  



Like Calvary on Facebook! 
As we embrace our ministry and what we have to offer, we are discerning ways to get the 
word out. We want to let people know what is going on here, and that they are welcome. 
Maybe Facebook can be one tool for doing so. Click Here and click “like”.  

Visit the Calvary Website 

calvarypresdenver.org 

Another successful Easter Egg Hunt! Easter Sunday, 4/21/19 

https://www.facebook.com/CalvaryPresDenver/
http://www.calvarypresdenver.org/
calvarypresdenver.org


1st Annual Guatemala Celebration & 

Fundraiser 
Bringing Clean Water for the Thirsty 

When: 

Jun   01   4 : 00   PM –  07 : 00   PM 

Where: 

Covenant Presbyterian DTC,  

5400 S Yosemite St, Greenwood Village, CO 80111, USA 

Learn more about the work of the Guatemala Mission Partnership 

Demonstrations and talks 

Dinner and a silent auction 

$20/person suggested donation 
For Info or Register go to gmpdenver.org 



Noanie O’Brien Geistert, Director, FP Children’s Ministries 

Sunday School update: 
Sunday school is over for the summer. At this time no Summer Sunday school has been 
scheduled.  
 
Nursery: 

During the summer children 5 years and under will be welcome in the nursery during worship. 

Vacation Bible School is right around the corner. We still need volunteers to run arts and 
crafts, the preschool class and games. Please let Noanie know if you can help. It is really a fun 
week. The dates are June 17-21 from 9:00 am to 12:00 noon. Lunch Bunch extends it an 
extra hour. 
We still have some availability for campers, too. Please go to the link to register: 
https://tmab.cokesburyvbs.com/firstplymouthchurchfirst/ 

Highlands Camp 
Let's face it, your kids just want to have fun doing something cool, but as a parent you're more 
concerned about a grounded Christian environment, the kind of friends they'll make and the 
benefits they will get from camp. At Highlands we strive to celebrate Fun, Faith, and Fellow-
ship in everything we do. Summer Camps are designed around a small group model where it's 
easy for campers to make friends, grow relationships, and share in adventures! 
Go here for more info on summer camps: https://www.highlandscamp.org/summer-camp  

Summer Opportunities! 

Scholarships 

Calvary’s Session is pleased to offer financial assistance for First Plymouth’s Vacation Bible 

School and Highlands Camp (various camps from June 9-July 19). Calvary will cover the 

cost of tuition for a Calvary child and a friend who wish to attend VBS. Calvary will also cover 

half the cost of the Tier 2 price to attend Highlands Camp this summer. These scholarships will 

be funded by Memorials & Gifts. To apply, simply send an email, note or letter to the Session.  

https://tmab.cokesburyvbs.com/firstplymouthchurchfirst/
https://www.highlandscamp.org/summer-camp
https://www.highlandscamp.org/summer-camp


The Calvary Book Club  The Book Club meets at 1:30PM in the Commons 

Room on the 2nd Monday of each month.                

All are welcome, please join us! 

June 
4 - Lauren Karn 

8 - Kristie Karn 

10 - Anne Hemphill 

11 - Kip Christiansen 

17 - Sydney Summers 

21 - Edie Lovegren 

22 - Rylan Hector 

23 - Julie Christiansen  

  July 
4 - Beverly Grant 

9 - Dean Stalnaker 

17 - Pam O’Connor 

19 - Pat Herring 

23 - Alan Long 

Upcoming Calvary events: 
June 9th: Ice Cream Social! 11:00am 

August 5th: All Church Picnic and BBQ! 

June 10th :   

     The Dove Keepers by Alice Hoffman    

 Discussion led by Sherrie Larson 

 

 

 

  

  July 8th:  

   Horse Dancer by JoJo Moyes   

    Discussion led by Edna Waters 

 

 

   

     Aug. 12th:   

      This Is How It Always Is by Laurie Frankel  
 

 

June/July BIRTHDAYS! 



   June    

Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri  Sat 

      1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

30       

   July     

Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri  Sat 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 
 

22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30 31    

FP KnitWit 

Sewciety  

10:00 AM 

Men’s 

Breakfast  

8:00 AM 

Book Club  

1:30 PM  

Daytimers  

11:30 AM 

Men’s 

Breakfast  

8:00 AM 
Session 6:30 PM 

Book Club  

1:30 PM  

Daytimers 

11:30 AM 

FP KnitWit 

Sewciety 

10:00 AM 

Session 6:30 PM 

Ice Cream Social! 
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stamp  

here 

Calvary Presbyterian Church 

3501 S. Colorado Blvd.,  

Englewood, CO 80113 

Phone: 303.756.5042 

calvarypresdenver.org 

office.calvarypresdenver@gmail.com 

Ice Cream Social! 

Sunday, June 9th, after worship. 

AUGUST 5TH! Save the date for our 

annual picnic and BBQ! 


