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Ministering to Those Who Cannot Reciprocate 
 
“When you give a luncheon or a dinner, do not invite your friends or your brothers or your rel-
atives or rich neighbors, in case they may invite you in return, and you would be repaid. 13 But 
when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, and the blind. 14 And you will 

be blessed, because they cannot repay you, for you will be repaid at the resurrection of the 
righteous.” 

Luke 14: 12-14 
 
 
I get frustrated with old friends that do not initiate or reciprocate. That is the notion of friend-
ship, it seems to me. A giving and taking, a caring for one another. I think this is true of friend-
ship. But these words of Jesus reminded me of late that friendship and ministry are not the 
same thing. Ministry goes beyond a reciprocating friendship. Ministry calls us to love, care for, 
and bring hope and healing to those that cannot reciprocate.  
 
It is a challenge to live out such a truth. We often fall into routines and patterns where we by 
and large care for one another, invite those that invite us back, care for those that are commit-
ted to the church already. But how do we live out the call to love those who cannot love us 
back, and to give to those who cannot give back? How do we prevent ourselves from preach-
ing and affirming truths that we do not have the scaffolding to live out?  
 
This is one reason I am excited about the Legacy Tithe. It is a way for us to partner with im-
portant work going on out in the world, and to get our hands in a little. A way for us to invest 
in work that is loving those who are motivated but in desperate circumstances, who are in a 
place where they need to be ministered to, where they need to be assisted, where they need to 
be loved and cared for. And as is most often the case when we branch out to such folks, loving 
and helping is a bit of a risk. It is messy. But it is hopeful.  
 
As we move through this year, it is our desire to highlight our mission work even more. We 
want to be in touch both with these new endeavors through the Legacy Tithe, as well as the 
missions we continually support through the budget and leadership of FIAT. It is important for 
us not just to give money but to be connected to this work, to get our hands in where we can, 
to get our hearts in where we can. Because there is something essential to our faith about lov-
ing those that are not in a position to love us back. There is something essential about inviting 
those to the banquet who cannot reciprocate. There is something oh so important about loving 
those that we desperately seek to help, but cannot control. And when we reach that point, we 
have moved beyond friendship, to costly ministry. Lord, lead us!  
 
Pastor Dave  



Legacy Tithe Focus for February:  



Like Calvary on Facebook! 
As we embrace our ministry and what we have to offer, we are discerning ways to get the 
word out. We want to let people know what is going on here, and that they are welcome. 
Maybe Facebook can be one tool for doing so. Click Here and click “like”.  

Visit the Calvary Website 

calvarypresdenver.org 

 

 

 
 

February donation item:  

    Cereals (hot or cold)    . 

Pastor on leave Feb 4th- Mar 3rd: Pastor Dave is pooling time off in order to have a con-

centrated month of dissertation writing. He will be gone from Feb 4th- Mar 3rd.  

Rev. Joel Adams will be preaching on 2/10, 2/17, and 2/24. The Monthly Worship group led 

by Ruth McCollum Huff, Diane Ritzdorf, and Beth Hewlett, will be leading worship on 3/3. 

Ruth will be on-call for pastoral care needs or emergencies while Pastor Dave is off.  

First Plymouth’s Senior Pastor, George Anastos’s last Sunday will be March 17th. FP is hold-

ing a reception in honor of him on 3/10 (It is a ticketed event). We encourage you to attend the 

joint Ash Wednesday service on 3/6 to say goodbye to George. George will be leaving immedi-

ately after the service on 3/17, so make sure to give him your well-wishes before that Sunday! 

2018 Year in Review 
Following are the statistics for 2018. Thank you for your help in making it possible to serve 
so many. 
 
Food Bank 
 Families served  - 10,382 
 Individuals served - 42,087 
Food Donations (Estimated value) $1,486,592 

*Thank you to those who donate food to the monthly food drives! In 2018, Calvary donated 
204 pounds of food valued at $396!  

https://www.facebook.com/CalvaryPresDenver/
http://www.calvarypresdenver.org/
calvarypresdenver.org


FIAT: Have you signed up to help? 

Calvary’s Faith-In-Action-Team:  

One Great Hour of Sharing  

Special Offerings 

March 6-April 21, 2019 

 

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING: SHARING RESOURCES AND 

CHANGING LIVES 

 

WHEN IS ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING (OGHS)? 
Most congregations receive "OGHS" on Easter Sunday, Passion/Palm Sunday or both, while many 
receive it throughout Lent—however, you can help sustain the important PC(USA) ministries and 
programs that are supported by One Great Hour of Sharing Offering by making an online gift at 
any time throughout the year. Checks may be sent care of Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) to P.O. 
Box 643700; Pittsburgh, PA 15264-3700. 

HOW IS MY GIFT USED? 
A gift to One Great Hour of Sharing enables the church to share God’s love with our neighbors-in-
need around the world by providing relief to those affected by natural disasters, provide food to 
the hungry, and helping to empower the poor and oppressed. Find an interactive world map with 
One Great Hour of Sharing recipients here. 

https://pma.pcusa.org/donate/make-a-gift/gift-info/OG999999/
https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/viewer?mid=1L0boL9BNjxIHbZz73HkebEy7-Xw


Noanie O’Brien Geistert, Director, FP Children’s Ministries 

Vacation Bible School: 

Save the date for Vacation Bible School. We will be taking off for Mars on June 17-21 with 
VBS Sunday on June 23. Registration will open on March 1st. We need volunteers for the 
week so let Noanie or Co-Director Eileen Robinson know if you can help out with this very 
fun week! 
 
Children’s Choirs: 
The Cherub choir and the Revelation Singers will sing in the service on February 24. April 14 
and May 5. Please make sure your child attends Sunday school so they can learn the songs. 
The Cherubs practice during the last 10 minutes of class and the Revelation Singers practice in 
the CE Center from 11:00-11:45. 
 
February Sunday School: 
This month, the Early Childhood class will do the unit titled Family Friends. They meet in 
Room B-24. 
The Bible verse is: 
“Love the Lord, Your God, with all your heart, all your being, and all your strength.” 
Deuteronomy 5 

 
FAMILY FRIENDS 

 

 
Grades 1-4 meet in the CE Center and will be doing the unit titled "Lost Parables". 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DATE THEME BIBLE STORY 

2/3 Best Friends 1Samuel 18:1-5,20:1-42 

2/10 Courageous Friends Daniel 3:1-30 

2/18 The Four Friends Mark 2:1-12 

2/26 Prayerful Friends Acts 9:36-43 



The Calvary Book Club  The Book Club meets at 1:30PM in the Commons 

Room on the 2nd Monday of each month.                

All are welcome, please join us! 

February 
2 - Holly Pettit 

2 - Abby Pettit 

3 - Noah Caskey 

7 - Dorothy Price 

13 - Milo Hector 

16 - Adam Hector 

23 - Helen Burnett 

  March 
4 - Jayden Lewis 

6 - Edna Waters 

7 - Bertha Magee 

9 - Adam Caskey 

20 - Richard Wiest 

31 - Ruth McCollun Huff 

Upcoming Calvary events: 
2/3/19 - Annual Meeting 

3/6/19 - Ash Wednesday joint worship service with First Plymouth- 7:00pm 

Holy Week Schedule:  

4/18 - Maundy Thursday joint worship service with First Plymouth 

4/19 - Good Friday joint worship service with First Plymouth 

4/21 - Easter Sunday - 8:00am Sonrise Breakfast and Easter Egg Hunt 

          9:30am Choir Practice  

         10:00am Easter Service.  

February 11th:  The Longest Ride by Nicholas Sparks   

   Discussion led by Edna Waters 

 

March 11:  America's First Daughter  

 by Stefany Dray & Laura Kamoie    

  Discussion led by Ruby Maenpa  

 

April 8: Lilac Girls by Martha Hall Kelly    

  Discussion led by Sherrie Larson  

February/March BIRTHDAYS! 



   February    

Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri  Sat 

     1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28   

   
March 

   

Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri  Sat 

     1 2 

3 4 5 6  7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 
 

18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

31       

FP KnitWit 

Sewciety  

10:00 AM 

Men’s 

Breakfast  

8:00 AM 

Book Club  

1:30 PM  

Daytimers  

11:30 AM 

Men’s 

Breakfast  

8:00 AM 

FP Thurs  

Afternoon  

Circle 1PM 

Session 6:30 PM 

Book Club  

1:30 PM  

Daytimers 

11:30 AM 

FP KnitWit 

Sewciety 

10:00 AM 

Choir rehearsal  

7:00 PM 

Choir rehearsal 

7:00 PM 

Choir rehearsal  

7:00 PM 

Choir rehearsal  

7:00 PM 

Choir rehearsal  

7:00 PM 

Worship and 

creativity   

6:30PM 

FP Thurs  

Afternoon  

Circle  1PM 

Annual Meeting   

Worship and 

creativity   

6:30PM 

Ash Wednesday 

service - 7:00pm 

Deacons 

11:00am 



Please  

place  

stamp  

here 

Calvary Presbyterian Church 

3501 S. Colorado Blvd.,  

Englewood, CO 80113 

Phone: 303.756.5042 

calvarypresdenver.org 

office.calvarypresdenver@gmail.com 

Calvary Musical Guest Calendar 

 February 24th - Sarah Whitnah, violin  
 March 6th, Ash Wednesday - Sarah Whitnah, violin  
 March 31st- Sarah Whitnah, violin  

Choir Rehearsals for February/March 
 The choir will rehearse every Wednesday evening, except 2/13, 3/6, & 3/27. 


