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What is December like for you? How much space do you have to sit and reflect? How much 
time do you have to hope?  
 
It is a busy month for us. My work as a pastor is busy in December with Advent and Christmas 
Eve planning and preparation. It is also the end of the year with all the tasks and processes that 
need to be accomplished in an orderly fashion. Holly’s work is busy as well with deadlines and 
crunch time. We still have to decorate the house, think about Christmas cards, and make 
Christmas cookies. Abby has her play and Christmas choir and band concerts coming up. We 
have a couple Christmas parties sprinkled in, with Christmas shopping, and shipping gifts to 
family with enough time for them to arrive before the 25th.  
 
The Christmas season is busy, maybe even frantic at moments. I wonder if it works against the 
whole notion of Advent? As we turn the liturgical color to purple for this first Sunday in Ad-
vent, it signals a time of preparation and repentance. Repentance takes time to consider what 
we are repenting of, and what new direction we ought to be making a turn towards.  
 
We don’t often think of the Advent season as a season of repentance; that sounds more like 
Lent. What do we have to repent of? Perhaps we ought to repent of our patterns and rhythms 
that do not reflect the themes of Advent, like Christ’s hope, joy, peace and love. Perhaps we 
need to repent of our complicit-ness in the current state of the world. We have not worked to-
wards God’s “kingdom come on earth as it is in heaven.” We have not anticipated and worked 
towards the fullness of Christ’s vision for humanity.  
 
A thoughtful and reflective season takes time and space. Do you have any in this busy month 
of December? Time to pray? Space to reflect? Room to repent, and to turn towards the king-
dom that Christ speaks of, towards a hopeful way of living and being in the world?  
 
I suppose such a focus for Advent is a little counter to the normal bustle and Christmas Party 
conversation. But maybe there is space even so. Maybe we can make space, even in our con-
versations to consider together what a life of hope and joy and peace and love might look like 
in this world. How do we anticipate the kingdom? What do we repent of, and what does the 
turn towards kingdom priorities look like?  
 
It takes some effort. It takes some time. Do you have time to hope this advent? Do you have 
time to repent?  
 
Wishing us a blessed Advent, 
 
Pastor Dave  



Calvary Musical Guest Calendar 

 December 24th - Sarah Whitnah, violin and Richarch vonFoerster, cello. 

Soups, Carols, and Potluck!  

12/2/18 

Join us for fellowship and song! 

Choir Rehearsals for December  

 December 5th - 7:00pm 

First Plymouth Christmas Luncheon in honor of seniors.  
Thursday, December 13th. 
 
You are cordially invited! 
11:15am Social - piano by Lu Anne Ballinger. 
11:45am Luncheon by the Gracefull Community Café. 
Entertainment by Christie McNeill. 
Reservations are required and space is limited to 125 people.  
RSVP to the First Plymouth church office at 303-762-0616,  
by Thursday, December 6th.  
If transportation is needed, please let them know when you RSVP.  
Many thanks to the First Plymouth Endowment for funding!  



  

Service 

Monday, December 24th @ 5PM in the Knight Chapel* 

Calvary Presbyterian Church 
(Knight Chapel) 

3501 S. Colorado Blvd., Englewood, CO 80113 
*Childcare for children 5 and under is provided.  

A service of music featuring the music of  
Dean Stalnaker, our music director, Richard vonFoerster, cello, and 

Sarah Whitnah, violin. Carols, readings, poetry, art, and candle 
lighting. 

calvarypresdenver.org 



Like Calvary on Facebook! 
As we embrace our ministry and what we have to offer, we are discerning ways to get the 
word out. We want to let people know what is going on here, and that they are welcome. 
Maybe Facebook can be one tool for doing so. Click Here and click “like”.  

Visit the Calvary Website 

calvarypresdenver.org 

 

 

 
 

December donation item:  

    Rice/Pasta (mac & cheese)   

 . 

 

 

 

We’d like to extend our appreciation and gratitude to those 

who have served on the Board of Deacons and Session, and 

especially to those whose terms are up at the end of the year! 

 

Outgoing: 

Board of Deacons: Donna Helgren and Paul Batzel 

Session: Adam Hector and Diane Ritzdorf 

 

And a thank you to those who are starting their new terms this coming year: 

 

Incoming: 

Board of Deacons: Kather ine Huff and Beth Hewlett  

Session: Diane Ritzdorf and Ruby Maenpa  

Office Closed! 
The office will be closed 12/24-12/27, and 1/1/19. 

https://www.facebook.com/CalvaryPresDenver/
http://www.calvarypresdenver.org/
calvarypresdenver.org


FIAT: Have you signed up to help? 

Calvary’s Faith-In-Action-Team:  

EXPLORE THE POSSIBILITIES. CREATE 
A SPARK. INSPIRE CHANGE. TRANSFORM LIVES. 

https://www.heifer.org/ 

Alternative Christmas Giving 
FIAT is once again hosting our alternative Christmas giving by making a gift to Heifer Inter-

national. Heifer allows you to buy animals and other goods to help struggling families out of 

poverty worldwide. FIAT members will be in Plymouth Hall after church through the month 

of December if you would like to make a gift in the name of a family member, other loved 

one, or friend. Gift cards will be available for you to send. If you have any questions, please 

contact one of the members of FIAT (Anne Baldrige, Bobbie Knott, Edie Lovegren, Dale 

Vodehnal). 



Noanie O’Brien Geistert, Director, FP Children’s Ministries 

Can you believe December is already here!! Where did 2018 go? But I love the holiday season with 
the carols and lights! 
As this year ends, I feel more hopeful than when the year begun for many reasons. I hope your year is 
ending on a high note and your new year will bring you everything you hope for! 
 
The early childhood class, which meets in Room B-26 every Sunday, will be doing the unit titled 
“Celebrate Advent with your Family”. The Bible verse is “In the depths of who I am, I rejoice in God, 
my Savior”. (Luke 1:47) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Grades 1-4 will be meeting in the CE Center  with teachers Melissa and Bobby Mangiameli.  
They will be doing the unit titled “ David’s Anointing”. We will also spend some class time preparing 
our Christmas Eve service. 
 
Grades 5-7, our  Bible Budz, class will be completing their  fir st session this month. It is 
important that those who are signed up for the class attend each week, as they will be our speakers at 
our Christmas Eve service. This class will be taking a hiatus during the winter. 
 
 
First Plymouth will hold a Family Christmas Eve service at 4:00 and the children and youth will 
present in it. Please make sure your child attends Sunday school this month, as we will be practicing 
for this service. On December 16 and 23, we will be rehearsing after the service in the sanctuary. On 
the 16th we will need our Revelation Singers and our speakers only. On the 23rd we will have our 
Cherub choir for the beginning of the rehearsal. Contact Noanie with any 
questions you might have. 
 
Sunday School programming on December 30 is CANCELLED 
including the NURSERY to give our volunteers and paid staff a well 
deserved day off. 
 
We in Children’s ministries wish you all a blessed Christmas filed with 
love, family and joy! 
Noanie, Alix, Katie, Emily, Alyssa, Tyler, and Caroline 

DATE THEME BIBLE STORY 

12/2 Elizabeth & Zechariah Luke 1:5-25 

12/9 Mary Luke 1:26-28 

12/16 Mary & Elizabeth Luke 1:39-66 

12/23 Joseph, Mary, Jesus Luke2: 1-20 



The Calvary Book Club  The Book Club meets at 1:30PM in the Commons 

Room on the 3rd Monday of each month.                

All are welcome, please join us! 

December 
9 - Diane Ritzdorf 

11 - Lorraine Ackley 

11 - David Cooper 

20 - Lu Farnworth 

24 - Bobbie Knott 

29 - Wayne Kaufman 

January 
1- Ted Ulrich 

8 - Katie Caskey 

13 - Marie Daley 

15 - Sherrie Larson 

29 - Dale Vodehnal 

  

   

Upcoming Calvary events: 
December 2nd: Soups, Carols, and Potluck 

December 24th: 5:00pm Christmas Eve Service  

January 27th: Annual Meeting - Tentative  

December 17th: Whiter Than Snow by Sandra Dallas    
   - Led by Sherrie Larson 
 

 

 

 January 28th: Before We Were Yours    
 by Lisa Wingate  

 

 

 

February 18th: North Platte Canteen by James Reisdorff 

December/January BIRTHDAYS! 



   December    

Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri  Sat 

      1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

30 31      

   
January 

   

Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri  Sat 

  1 2 3  4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30 31   

FP KnitWit 

Sewciety  

10:00 AM 

Deacons  

2:00 PM 

Session 6:30 PM 

Men’s 

Breakfast  

8:00 AM 

Book Club  

1:30 PM  

Daytimers  

11:30 AM 

Men’s 

Breakfast  

8:00 AM 

FP Thurs  

Afternoon  

Circle 1PM 

Session 6:30 PM 

Book Club  

1:30 PM  

Daytimers 

11:30 AM 

FP KnitWit 

Sewciety 

10:00 AM 
Choir rehearsal  

7:00 PM 

Choir rehearsal 

7:00 PM 

Choir rehearsal  

7:00 PM 

Soups, Carols, 

and Potluck! 

Choir rehearsal  

7:00 PM 

Choir rehearsal  

7:00 PM 

Choir rehearsal  

7:00 PM 

Choir rehearsal  

7:00 PM 

Choir rehearsal  

7:00 PM 

Worship and 

creativity   

6:30PM 

FP Thurs  

Afternoon  

Circle  1PM 

Choir rehearsal  

7:00 PM 

Christmas 

Eve Service 

5:00 PM 

Annual Meeting  

Tentative 
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Calvary Presbyterian Church 

3501 S. Colorado Blvd.,  

Englewood, CO 80113 

Phone: 303.756.5042 

calvarypresdenver.org 

office.calvarypresdenver@gmail.com 

Advent Prayer 
  
The days go darker in each coming week. 
Darker as we get closer to the promise. 
dark and cold. 
It is into such dark and cold that Christ came, 
into the dark and cold that we will light the Christ candle. 
Can we name the dark? 
Can we name the cold? 
And may we light that white candle in such a place. 


