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The Heart of the Alien 
 
Holly has been reading Number the Stars with Hudson, a story set in Denmark during WWII. 
They were reading a section about the Nazis rounding up the Jews. Holly paused to talk about 
what is happening at the border, and in cities around the country. “I think I traumatized our 
son,” she said the next morning, because as they finished the chapter, they were both crying.  
 

You shall not oppress a resident alien; you know the heart of an alien,  
for you were aliens in the land of Egypt. 

Exodus 23:9 
 
The injunction to not oppress the foreigner or sojourner as well as the call to love the stranger 
occurs at least twice in Exodus (22:21, 23:9), as well as in Leviticus 19:33-34 and Deuterono-
my 10:19. In each case, this injunction is a part of a list of instructions regarding justice or ful-
filling God’s law. This injunction is rooted in compassion, not in how we perceive the choices 
of the sojourner.  
 
Drawing on a collective history, we are to have compassion on the one who is separated from 
security and provision. We are to relate to their vulnerability, to find commonality in it. This 
means that instead of painting characterizations of asylum-seekers and refugees as gangs and 
terrorists, we should ask what it is that they are fleeing. Why? What has it been like? How far 
have they come?  
 

https://www.amnestyusa.org/fleeing-for-our-lives-central-american-migrant-crisis/  
 
How our faith and nationality come together has always been tricky business. We do not live in 
a religious State as ancient Israel did when they achieved a land and monarchy. We live in a 
modern pluralistic State. As individuals and as Christian communities, we must discern how to 
relate to the State, their policies, and exertion of power. Furthermore, we must decide for our-
selves how we live out the code given to us by our faith, a code rooted in compassion and our 
own individual and collective experiences of being sojourners or aliens.   
 

“for you were aliens in the land of Egypt” 
 

While we should all be responsible citizens of the communities and the State that we find our-
selves living in, we should remember that we too are sojourners. Our first citizenship lies with 
Christ and Christ’s kingdom, a kingdom yet to come to full shape. We should not rely on the 
State to do justice for us, nor to care for the widow and the orphan and the sojourner. We 
should find ways to do it.  

https://www.amnestyusa.org/fleeing-for-our-lives-central-american-migrant-crisis/


John 13: 34-35 “‘Where I am going, you cannot come.’I give you a new commandment, that 
you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another. 35 By this eve-

ryone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” 

Those who observe us will not know we are disciples, as it was in Jesus’ day, because we are 
physically following Jesus around. Jesus goes away and says that you cannot follow. So he 
outlines a new way that the world will know we are disciples—If you love; love one another, 
love one another as Christ has loved us. 

 
“you know the heart of an alien” 

 
Governments are problematic entities, and we ought not rely on them to do the work of 
Christ’s kingdom. The call to love falls to us. For this is how people in this modern pluralistic 
society will know we are Christ’s disciples, when we have love for one another, and when we 
can see ourselves in one another, and when we cultivate the common ground of compassion.  
 
Yours in Christ,  

Pastor Dave 
 
 

On Sunday, August 25th, we will host a time with Rev. Anne Kleinkopf. Anne is leading an im-
migration task force at First Plymouth and is engaged with and coordinating with numerous 
other organizations and efforts in Denver. She will help bring clarity to the murky waters of 
the immigration and border crises, and how she and others are responding.  



CALVARY IN ACTION! 

AUGUST: Kurt Esslinger and Hyeyoung Lee 

Calvary has been supporting Kurt and Hyeyoung for many years through a 

financial contribution to their work. Below is a brief description of their 

work. Watch for posting of their newsletters on our bulletin board to continue 

to track their work. 

 

 In partnership with the Presbyterian Church in the Republic of Korea (PROK), Hyeyoung serves 
as the Young Adult Volunteer (YAV) site coordinator. As YAVs, U.S. young adults live in vari-
ous Korean cities for a year at a time while they work with agencies such as peace schools, mi-
grant shelters and multicultural ministries. Hyeyoung helps them immerse themselves in the Kore-
an community and reflect on who God calls us to be. She challenges YAVs to engage the world 
around them alongside our Korean partners in peacemaking, justice-seeking and ministries that 
aim to dismantle poverty. 

 Kurt works with the National Council of Churches in Korea (NCCK) and their Reconciliation and 
Unification Department, which maintain a relationship with our partners in North Korea, the Ko-
rean Christian Federation (KCF). Kurt is also the coordinator for the Ecumenical Forum for Peace, 
Reconciliation, and Development Cooperation on the Korean Peninsula (EFK), a forum hosted by 
the World Council of Churches that facilitates face-to-face meetings between the North Korean 
KCF and the South Korean NCCK, as well as various other international church and organization-
al partners. He also helps Hyeyoung with the YAVs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 With almost 32% of the population identifying as Protestant or Catholic, Christianity is the largest 
faith group in South Korea. Presbyterianism is the largest Protestant tradition. Buddhism is the re-
ligious preference of nearly a quarter of the population, and just over 43% of South Koreans claim 
no religious affiliation. The Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) began working in Korea more than a 
century ago, and the PC(USA) has strong partnerships with the Presbyterian Church of Korea and 
the Presbyterian Church in the Republic of Korea. 

 Learn more about Presbyter ian World Mission at pcusa.org/worldmission 

pcusa.org/worldmission


SEPTEMBER: 

CrossPurpose leaders will be coming to visit us during worship on Sunday, September 8th. 
Mark your calendars! 

Our Legacy Tithe donation to Highlands supplied the funds for two Gaga Ball Pits: one per-

manent, and one inflatable pit.  

 The inflatable pit is used for day camps. 

Above, you can see it in action at Wheat 

Ridge Presbyterian Church.  

 The permanent Gaga Ball Pit was com-

pleted earlier this summer by an Eagle 

Scout as a part of his Eagle Project! With 

the help of volunteers, Alec was able to 

build the pit for the enjoyment of many 

this summer! 

Legacy Tithe Updates 



Our next Stated Assembly Meeting will be Saturday, August 10, 2019 at Church of the Eternal 

Hills in Tabernash. We will be having a family-friendly, faithful fellowship on Friday night be-

ginning at 6:30 p.m. Bring the family and musical instruments! Stay the night! There will be 

children’s activities on Saturday while the assembly meeting is in session. Make your Friday 

night overnight reservations now! 

 

Friday Night Accommodations 

 
Friday, August 9th 
6:30 pm finger foods, libations, music and fellowship!  

Saturday, August 10th 

8:30 am Registration and breakfast begins 

9:30 am Meeting and worship begins 

Lunch on your own  

Do you want to be actively involved, but you don’t know what to do or how to do it?  

Consider this course in Advocacy 101.  

Register now at www.highlandscamp.org. Click on “Attend” then “November Retreat.”  

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/53f41edbe4b04c1007b7cdfe/t/5d013a44e9c405000103128c/1560361541414/2019+August+Assembly+Friday+night+accomodations.pdf
http://www.highlandscamp.org/


Alix Wright, Director of FP Children’s Ministries 

Sunday School: (September – May)  

Children’s Sunday School meets at 10:00A on the lower level of the church. For children up to age three, we 
have a nursery staffed between 9:30A until the end of the Worship Service. Trained volunteer teachers and 
youth assistants engage the children in Bible stories, activities, crafts, music, and more. Sunday School is 
coordinated by Alix Wright, First Plymouth’s Director of Children’s Ministries. 

 The Early Childhood Class for ages 3 through kindergarten, meets every Sunday during the school year in 
Room B-26, from 10:00A to the end of the Worship Service. 

 The Early Elementary Class for children in first through fourth grades, meets in the CE Center most 
Sundays during the school year. Approximately one Sunday a month the Worship Service is 
intergenerational, allowing the children to experience the Worship Service with their parents. The class 
studies one Bible story each month, with a three-week unit encompassing literature, art, and drama. The 
final 25 minutes of every class session is devoted to music. 

 The Middle Elementary Class for children in Grades 5-8 meets in room B-22 most Sundays during the 
school year. Approximately one Sunday per month, the children join their parents in worship. These 
intergenerational Sundays allow the children to experience the Worship Service with their families. 

 

Nursery care is located in room B-09 on the lower level and is open at 9:30am 
for infants through children age 2.  

 

If your child will be in the Nursery or attending Sunday School, please be sure to 
complete the online Registration Form. All children from infant through 
Grade 8 must have a registration completed each new program year. https://
www.firstplymouthchurch.org/for-all-ages/children/nursery-and-sunday-school-
registration/  

Annie Milstead had a great time at Highlands Camp this summer! She had so much fun that 

she wants to go back next summer!  

Her camp tuition was funded partially through Memorials and Gifts. 

https://www.firstplymouthchurch.org/for-all-ages/children/nursery-and-sunday-school-registration/
https://www.firstplymouthchurch.org/for-all-ages/children/nursery-and-sunday-school-registration/
https://www.firstplymouthchurch.org/for-all-ages/children/nursery-and-sunday-school-registration/


Like Calvary on Facebook! 
As we embrace our ministry and what we have to offer, we are discerning ways to get the 
word out. We want to let people know what is going on here, and that they are welcome. 
Maybe Facebook can be one tool for doing so. Click Here and click “like”.  

Visit the Calvary Website 

calvarypresdenver.org 

Musical Guest Calendar 

 8/25 -  Sarah Whitnah, violin 

Music at Calvary  

Calvary Choir 

 The choir kick-off will be Wednesday, September 4th! 

School Supply Drive 

“Thanks to all for helping with the school supplies! We had a great turnout and were able to 

fill 40 backpacks with supplies and have a lot left over.”   - Anne Baldrige 

https://www.facebook.com/CalvaryPresDenver/
http://www.calvarypresdenver.org/
calvarypresdenver.org


The Calvary Book Club  The Book Club meets at 1:30PM in the Commons 

Room on the 2nd Monday of each month.                

All are welcome, please join us! 

August 
8 - Bruce Ackley 

8 - Dean Larson 

17 - Sue Vodehnal 

30 - Craig Karn 

  September 
9 - Jennifer Milstead 

12 - Anne Baldrige 

22 - Ruth Lewis 

23 - Annie Milstead 

24 - Nancy Osborn 

26 - Cathy Jaynes 

30 - Heather Hector 

Upcoming Calvary events: 
August 4th: All Church Picnic and BBQ! 

August 20th: Deacon & Elder  tr aining event 

September 8th: CrossPurpose leaders to visit Calvary 

October 13th: Harvest Potluck  

Aug. 12th:   

     This Is How It Always Is by Laurie Frankel  

 Discussion led by Ruby Maenpa 

 

 

 Sept. 9th:  

      Becoming by Michelle Obama  

  Discussion led by Nancy Fischer   

    

 

  Oct. 14th : 

       The Good Pilot Peter Woodhouse by Alexander McCall Smith  
   Discussion led by Pat O’Connor 

August/September BIRTHDAYS! 



   August    

Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri  Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

   
September 

   

Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri  Sat 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 
 

23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30      

FP KnitWit 

Sewciety  

10:00 AM 
Men’s Breakfast  

8:00 AM 

Book Club  

1:30 PM  

Daytimers  

11:30 AM 

Men’s 

Breakfast  

8:00 AM 
Session 6:30 PM 

Book Club  

1:30 PM  

Daytimers 

11:30 AM 

FP KnitWit 

Sewciety 

10:00 AM 

Choir rehearsal  

7:00 PM 

Worship and 

creativity   

6:30PM 

Annual Church 

Picnic! 

Deacon & Elder 

training 

6:00 pm 

Worship and 

creativity   

6:30PM 
Choir Kick-off 

7:00PM 

CrossPurpose 

Leader visit.   

Choir rehearsal  

7:00 PM 

Choir rehearsal  

7:00 PM 

Pastor Dave Vacation-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

-------------------- 

Jessica Dixon 

preaching 

Anne Kleinkopf 

on asylum  

seekers 
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Calvary Presbyterian Church 

3501 S. Colorado Blvd.,  

Englewood, CO 80113 

Phone: 303.756.5042 

calvarypresdenver.org 

office.calvarypresdenver@gmail.com 

AUGUST 4TH! THIS 
SUNDAY!!  

Join us for our annual picnic 

and potluck! 


