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The Calm Before the Storm 
 

The house has been quiet in the morning. For the first summer of our parental lives, our kids have slept in. I 
drink my coffee in peace. I have savored the summer months for these reasons. For we have not had to rouse 
and keep after the kids to make sure they have gotten out of bed at the appropriate time, have dressed, and 
groomed, and gotten breakfast, and packed their backpacks, and have the lunches and so on. The weekly ru-
bric of who needs to be where has been limited. I have enjoyed summer.  
 
Fall rhythms loom, however. Not long till the mornings shed their calm and take up the daily frenzy again. 
Not long till the rubric of drop-offs and pick-ups and activities becomes its own full-time preoccupation and 
focus of Holly and I’s communication. Not long till we have to monitor and assist in the daily homework, till 
we have to revive our atrophied math knowledge in order to function as home tutors. As I anticipate these re-
newed rhythms I am reminded of how much coordination and consistency it takes to function as a family. It 
takes a lot, and many of us parents feel like things are barely being held together. I wonder if functioning as a 
church isn’t similar in many respects.  
 
As we enter another fall, as rhythms and activities pick up, as yearly rhythms proceed such as nomination pro-
cesses, and budgeting processes, and stewardship season, and Advent, and so on, it takes an awful lot of coor-
dination and consistency. Sometimes the daily and weekly focus is just keeping up, and we don’t have a lot of 
time to reflect, or adjust, afraid that if we stop spinning plates, they will all fall. But I wonder, if in this calm 
before the impending storm of a busy fall, if we can ask: “How are we doing as a church?”  
 
How are we doing as a church? What is the measure by which we might answer such a question? Are we do-
ing what we say we do? Are we living in to who we claim to be? Are we doing what we are able to do? These 
are important questions. These are questions best entertained as a community, which is hard to do as we all 
have our own personal and or family rhythms to keep up with, in addition to our church rhythms together. But 
it is worthwhile to entertain.  
 
In many respects, these last couple years have been plodding along in the weekly and seasonal rhythms. There 
have been little as far as crises or major transitions to navigate; a welcomed reprieve from a season of uncer-
tainty and a couple moves. This is not to say that we haven’t been attending to these big questions in these last 
couple years. Your leadership/Session has certainly been attentive to these things. There are things we have 
done, and seen some positive effect from – like attending to our presence on the internet, and making our-
selves easier to find, and we have started seeing occasional visitors again. We have moved toward a lay driven 
home communion plan recently, recognizing my limitations as your part time minister. We have been paying 
attention, and we have been acting. And yet, it feels time to consider this question: how are we doing as a 
church?  
 
On August 19th we’ll check in as a church family in one of our “conversations after worship” around this 
question, and Session will share some of the thoughts and direction we have been discussing and working on. 
But I encourage you to ponder and reflect on this question: “how are we doing?” And consider, “what are 
standards by which we might answer that question?”  
 
I know your own lives have their own rhythms that are hard to keep up with, but I hope you will write August 
19th on your calendars and be a part of the conversation. And it is important for us to reflect on our choices 
and priorities even as we become busy keeping up with the steady flow of things to be done.  
 
Grace and Peace,  
Pastor Dave  



Bookkeeping in September 

Karye Wilhelm, our bookkeeper, will be traveling from 9/11 through 9/30. Her last regular day in the office 
will be on 9/4 and she will return to work on 10/2. All September check requests should be submitted to Karye 
by 9/4, or will have to wait till 10/2. If there is an emergency and a check is needed, please see Pastor Dave or 
Emily Lewis. 

This Sunday, August 5th - Join us! 

Stewardship Season 
  
The time to give focus to Stewardship is fast upon us. As we plan and prepare for this, there are at least few 
areas of feedback that as a Session we heard from the you, the congregation, at our congregational meeting at 
the end of January, and which I wish to highlight. 
  
1. Our new bookkeeper: First thing to highlight is not based on your  feedback so much, but this is a 
chance to highlight and remind—we have gone through a transition in office staff this year. One shift we made 
was to break up the office manager role, and to hire Karye Wilhelm to be our bookkeeper, taking the financial 
responsibilities off of the office manager. Karye is trained in accounting, and she has been able to clean up and 
update our records. Karye has recently sent out mid-year pledge statements. If you see any discrepancies, 
please help Karye make our pledge and giving records accurate.   
  
2. Financial updates: You asked for  more information throughout the year  so that you can know better  
how we are doing in relation to the budget and giving. As our records have been updated and re-ordered we 
have started doing this the last few months, trying to provide a monthly update in the bulletin towards the end 
of the month. Please see the update here for the first six months of 2018. 

 

For the first half of 2018 (Jan-Jun)  
YTD Giving: $41,851 
YTD withdrawals from invested funds: $25,000 
YTD Expenses: $65,800  

 
 3. Starting Stewardship earlier in the fall: You asked to move the stewardship ear lier  in the fall giving 
more time to take stock of how the current year is going, and to look ahead to the coming year. So we are 
making plans to do this. While the stewardship plan is not mapped out, you should expect this focus to begin 
in September. 
  
We thank you for your feedback, and we look forward to your careful engagement in our stewardship process 
this fall. 
  
Thanks! 
Pastor Dave 



Waking Up White - September 9th and 23rd 

11:15 AM (Adult Sunday School) 

Racism. Discrimination. White privilege. These contentious 
terms speak to experiences and power dynamics pervasive in 
our society. And we are all, Debby Irving suggests, implicat-
ed. Irving tells of her own journey of understanding 
in Waking Up White. She uses her understandings to help 
readers examine their own experiences and find ways to turn 
confusion and anxiety into action. Diane Ritzdorf will lead a 
conversation about Irving’s book here at Calvary 
on September 9 and 23 following worship. You do not have to 
read the book to attend and participate. Those of you who 
have read Jodi Piccoult’s Small Great Things will also find 
connections through that story. 

What I did on my summer vacation: 

 visited with old friends. 
 saw elk. 
 camped, hiked, and fished. 
 was reminded of how stunning Rocky 

Mountain National Park is. 
 enjoyed time with my family. 
  
What I learned on my study leave at the 
Iowa Writing Workshop: 

 The world is filled with God’s grandeur 
(to quote Hopkins) 

 The Midwest is filled with corn! 
 Cornfields have their own quaint beauty. 
 Iowa is a long ways away. 
 Writing is hard work! 

  

 

I extend my gratefulness to those who filled-

in in various ways as I was away. I’m thank-

ful for the way you all take care of each other, 

how our staff steps up so I can disconnect, 

and for your kind welcome to me on my re-

turn. It was good to have a few weeks to 

break from normal rhythms. And it is good to 

be back! I look forward to reconnecting with 

you all soon! 

 

Peace, 

Pastor Dave   



Message from Dean:  If you have children or  grandchildren in 4th-8th grades who have had some piano/
keyboard lessons, I encourage you to take advantage of this event for them to learn about the organ.  

The Denver Rocky Mountain Chapter of the American Guild of Organists is presenting a program on Satur-
day morning, September 8, 2018, at Calvary Episcopal Church in Golden, Colorado, for students in 4th-
8th grades to introduce keyboard players to the organ. The program is called "PEDALS, PIPES, & PIZ-
ZA".  There is no charge for this event. The morning will include a video about the organ, an opportunity to 
touch real pipes from pipe organs, an organ demonstration showing off the many different sounds of the or-
gan, a visit from a real pipe organ builder, and an opportunity to build a pipe out of sturdy paper and of course, 
pizza! The children will have an opportunity to play a piano piece on the organ. 

Each student will receive an activity book called “Organ Adventures.” The book includes chapters on: Colors 
of Sound; How many feet?; The Organ Console; Buttons, Knobs, and Pedals; and Let’s Make a Pipe. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO RSVP CONTACT GWEN BLUMENSCHEIN 

at gwenblumen@aol.com or visit the website at  www.agodrmc.org 

mailto:gwenblumen@aol.com
http://www.agodrmc.org/


FIAT: Have you signed up to help? 

Calvary’s Faith-In-Action-Team:  

We will be packing the backpacks on August 5th 

before the church picnic! 
Our annual school supply drive is underway. This 

year Sable Elementary in Aurora will be the 
beneficiary of our supply drive. Supplies can be 
placed in the Brides Room anytime before August 
5th. The list of supplies can be found at  

https://sable.aurorak12.org. Backpacks are also needed to pack the supplies.  

Like Calvary on Facebook! 
As we embrace our ministry and what we have to offer, we are discerning ways to get the 
word out. We want to let people know what is going on here, and that they are welcome. 
Maybe Facebook can be one tool for doing so. Click Here and click “like”.  

Visit the Calvary Website 

calvarypresdenver.org 

 

 

 

 

 

Footsteps 4 Food  
Walk/Run 

Saturday, September 8 starting at 10:00 a.m. Start at the 

McDonalds at Dartmouth and Sheridan and walk the loop to 

Wadsworth on the bike paths. We will end with a picnic at St. 

Andrew Presbyterian. Register online -  
http://www.comministry-denver.org/special-events/#footsteps 

August donation item: Jam or Jelly 

 

The annual flu shot clinic will be held on Sunday, September 30 from 9:30 - 

11:00. No sign-up is required. It is conducted by Front Range Flu Shot Clin-

ic. You pay on the spot. Some insurance is accepted. It will be located in the 

Bride’s Room and the hallway just outside.  

https://sable.aurorak12.org/
https://www.facebook.com/CalvaryPresDenver/
http://www.calvarypresdenver.org/
calvarypresdenver.org
http://www.comministry-denver.org/special-events/
http://www.comministry-denver.org/special-events/#footsteps


Noanie O’Brien Geistert, Director, FP Children’s Ministries 

It is hard to believe that August is already here! Where did the summer go? Enjoy these last few weeks before 
school starts up again and we all become very busy again. 

Thanks to Craig and Cindy Eley for the use of their kayak during VBS.  Also to Paul and Pam Erickson for the 
use of their water toys. We appreciated it! 

 

Summer Sunday School  

We have 2 more Summer Sunday school sessions scheduled on August 12th and 26th. It is open to children 3 
years and up and is held in the CE Center during the worship service. On Sundays where there isn’t Summer 
Sunday school offered, children 5 and under are welcome in the nursery. 

Sunday School registration and teacher recruitment  

The push is now on to recruit teachers for the *upcoming Sunday school year, which begins September 9th. 
The first volunteer position we need filled is for the 4th Sunday of every month, September through May, for 
the Early Childhood class. This class is for 3 years old through kindergarten. Your team teacher is an 
experienced first grade teacher for the Littleton school district and has been teaching Sunday school here at 
First Plymouth for many years. This is a very fun class to teach and curriculum is provided for you. If 
interested, I would be happy to discuss it with you. 
 
We are also recruiting for the grades 1-4 Sunday school class. It is a 3-week commitment. We need two 
teachers for every month from September – May.  Kudos to Ingrid Serio and Laura Brayman who have 
volunteered to teach in January. They will be doing the unit on “The Wise Men”. Alix Wright, our intern and 
myself, has designed the curriculum you will be using. Each month is divided into three parts. The first week 
is literature where you read the Bible story and also a story that relates to the story in the present day. The 
second week is art or science. The final week is drama where the class creates a skit of the Bible story and 
performs it to the preschool class. 

 

Listed here are the months needed and the monthly theme: 
September            Genesis  
October                 Noah 
November             Sarah and Abraham 
December              David 
February               Parables: Lost 
March                    Blind from Bir th  
April                      Doubting Thomas 
May                       Paul/ACTS 

If you or better yet, you and a friend, are able to teach a certain month, please let me know at 
fpchildren@firstplymouthchurch.org     If you taught for us last year, you should have received an email from 
me in the last few weeks. If you have never taught Sunday school, you should give it a try. I bet you would 
really enjoy it! 

We will have teacher training and Safety Training following the worship service on August 26 in the CE 
center. I will hope to have all the months assigned so we can be trained all at once! Everyone must have safety 
training yearly in you work with our children and youth. 

Thank you, Peyton! 

We wish Godspeed to our summer intern, Peyton Williams, as she prepares to return to school. We 
appreciated your help and it was a joy to have you at FP for this short time. 

 

*Sunday School Registration: https://www.firstplymouthchurch.org/nursery-and-sunday-school-registration/ 

mailto:fpchildren@firstplymouthchurch.org
https://www.firstplymouthchurch.org/nursery-and-sunday-school-registration/


The Calvary Book Club  

The Book Club meets at 1:30PM in 

the Commons Room on the 3rd Mon-

day of each month. Unless there is a 

holiday on the third Monday then the 

group will agree on a new date.  All 

are welcome please join us! 

August 
8 - Bruce Ackley 

8 - Dean Larson 

17 - Sue Vodehnal 

30 - Craig Karn 

September 
9 - Jennifer Milstead 

12 - Anne Baldrige 

22 - Ruth Lewis 

23 - Annie Milstead 

26 - Cathy Jaynes 

30 - Heather Hector 

  

   

Upcoming Calvary events: 
August 5th , 11:00 AM: Summer Picnic! Commons Room and patio 

August 19th, 11:00 AM: Conversation After Worship in the chapel 

August 26th, 10:00 AM: Joint worship with First Plymouth 

September 9th and 23rd, 11:15 AM: Adult Sunday School  

October 14th: Harvest Potluck  

August 20th: The Storied Life of A.J. Fikry  by Gabrielle Zevin  

- Led by Pat Herring 

September 17th: The Whole Town is Talking by Fannie Flagg  

- Led by Bobbie Knott 

October 15th: See Me by Nicholas Sparks 

- Led by Nancy Fisher  

November 19th: My Sister's Keeper by Jody Picoult  

- Led by Donna Helgren  

December 17th: Whiter Than Snow by Sandra Dallas  

- Led by Sherrie Larson  

August/September BIRTHDAYS! 



   August    

Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri  Sat 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30 31  

   September    

Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri  Sat 

      1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

30       

Worship and 

creativity  - 

6:30PM 

FP KnitWit 

Sewciety  -

10:00 AM 

Deacons - 

2:00 PM 
Session - 

6:30 PM 

Men’s 

Breakfast - 

8:00 AM 

Book Club - 

1:30 PM  

Daytimers - 

11:30 AM 

Summer Picnic! 

Conversation 

after Worship 

Deacons - 

2:00 PM 

Worship and 

creativity  - 

6:30PM 

Men’s 

Breakfast - 

8:00 AM 

FP Thurs  

Afternoon  

Circle - 1PM 

Session -6:30 PM 

FP flu shot 

clinic - 9:30

-11:00 AM 

Book Club - 

1:30 PM  

Daytimers - 

11:30 AM 

FP KnitWit 

Sewciety  -

10:00 AM 

Choir rehearsal  

7:00 PM 

Choir rehearsal 

7:00 PM 

Choir rehearsal  

7:00 PM 

Joint worship with 

First Plymouth  

Adult Sunday 

School - 11:15 

AM 

Adult Sunday 

School - 11:15 

AM 



Jennifer Milstead and her kiddos took a 4,000 mile 

cross-country road trip. On the way home, they 

stopped off to see the camp Jennifer attended as a 

camper and counselor as a child and youth. This is 

Camp Fellowship of the Trinity Presbytery in Water-

loo, SC. It is located on Lake Greenwood. 

Dead Sea Scrolls Overview and Field Trip in June: 

We had around 22 participate and had an enjoyable 

time together learning and exploring! 



Please  

place  

stamp  

here 

Calvary Presbyterian Church 

3501 S. Colorado Blvd.,  

Englewood, CO 80113 

Phone: 303.756.5042 

calvarypresdenver.org 

office.calvarypresdenver@gmail.com 

Calvary Musical Guest Calendar 

 August 05, 2018 - Sarah Whitnah, violinist 

 September 09, 2018 - Janet Wolfer, vocalist 

Choir rehearsals start back up on Wed, September 12th,  

7:00pm. Join us! 


