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I have begun my spring ritual of walking in my back yard and poking around with my fingers 
to find green leaves emerging below the mulch. The re-emergence of plants and flowers and 
the heightened activity of insects and birds. It happens slowly. First leaves and shoots, then the 
colors of flowers budding. I like to watch it happening day by day. I do often wish it would 
happen quicker though. Spring can be long, especially here in Colorado where we have frosts 
still well into May, and the periodic hail storm to test the resilience of early vegetation. 
 
After many months of gray, brown grass, no flowers, and frozen nights, I find myself longing 
for the fruit of spring. I look forward to picking lettuce from the garden, cutting the grass, en-
joying the spring blossoms on our crab-apple tree, and to having David Cooper bring fresh 
sprigs of lilac to adorn the altar. Long stretches without such fruits of the earth start to wear on 
us.  
 
Similarly, the fruits of God's Spirit working in us sometimes seem dormant, as in a long winter. 
And it comes time for a spring-like reemergence of these things. We start to long for their re-
freshing return. We begin to watch, start to amend the soil, to do what we can to foster their 
comeback, and hope that this fruit resurges stronger than before. 
 

the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity,  
faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. (Galatians 5: 22-23) 

 
I have given myself a break from much of the news during Lent. It is a barren landscape of 
cold-heartedness, of discord, and hate, and violence, and dysfunction, and the gossip and hyste-
ria of a misdirected media. I have noticed in lent that the soil of my heart, the tone of my spirit, 
these have taken on too much of the gray flowerless tones of winter. I desire the shoots of love 
and peace and kindness and joy to emerge relentlessly from the soil. I crave generosity and 
gentleness to issue forth their fragrance in my spirit once more. I want to be revived by the fruit 
that comes not just from time, and seasonal movement, but from the Spirit at work in my be-
ing. 
 
I want to walk in the assurance of spring, that the dormant fruit of the Spirit can reemerge even 
stronger, and fuller, and can even reseed itself. I want to poke my fingers in the soil, confident 
it will come. I want to see life emerge day by day and know that the Spirit is indeed at work in 
the world, and in me, and that life will re-emerge, and that what was dead will be alive again.  
 
Happy Easter!  
 
Pastor Dave  



CALVARY IN ACTION! 

One Great Hour of Sharing  

Special Offerings 
Consider giving back instead of giving up for Lent. FIAT will be collecting for One Great Hour of Sharing 

through Palm Sunday, April 13th. One Great Hour of Sharing supports Presbyterian Disaster Assistance provid-

ing relief to those affected by natural disasters; Presbyterian Hunger Program providing food to the hungry; and 

the Self Development of People helping to empower the poor and oppressed. Donations can be made by filling 

the fish banks or donations by check or cash. Fish banks, giving calendars, and donation envelopes are availa-

ble on the cart at the entrance to the chapel. Please make your check to Calvary Presbyterian Church with 

OGHS in the memo line and either use a donation envelope or simply place directly in the collection plate dur-

ing the offering.  FIAT will combine all the donations into one check to send to One Great Hour of Sharing. 

Thank you for your support! 

APRIL: 

MAY:   

Highlands Camp - 

As part of our Legacy Tithe, we gave $5,500 to Highlands for a new activity 
element. They purchased an inflatable gaga ball pit and have used it several 
times already. It was a big hit at the Middler Retreat, and it has been used on 
several church visits. Central Presbyterian in Denver loved having it 
there! Several other churches have requested the use of the ball pit at future 
church visits. 

Zimbabwe Central Fund - Partnership of Zimbabwe and Denver Presbytery 
We gave $17,000 as part of our Legacy Tithe, to help build a new greenhouse, among other things. As of the 

end of March, $5,800 of that was sent to begin the process of building the greenhouse, the 3rd greenhouse that 

they will have.  

They are also looking at more security fencing, and cattle, as well as hiring an administrative/accounting pro-

fessional to help them towards their goal of being sustainable.  

 



FIAT: Have you signed up to help? 

Calvary’s Faith-In-Action-Team 

Like Calvary on Facebook! 
As we embrace our ministry and what we have to offer, we are discerning ways to get the 
word out. We want to let people know what is going on here, and that they are welcome. 
Maybe Facebook can be one tool for doing so. Click Here and click “like”.  

Visit the Calvary Website 

calvarypresdenver.org 

 

 

 
 

April donation item:  

   Canned vegetables     
  . 

Volunteers Needed: 
We have volunteer positions open. Specifically, we need people to assist clients in the food 
pantry selecting their items (shopper), Wednesday’s and Thursday’s from 10-2. 
We also need people to help in the warehouse area unloading and sorting the grocery rescue 
on Monday’s and Thursday’s from 8:30 to noon. Need to be able to lift 30lbs for the ware-
house job. If you can help, PLEASE CALL! 
 

Almost Time to Garden Again! 
Ralph Stevens from Brentwood UM Church has donated the use of his garden again this year 
for Community Ministry. Planting day will be toward the end of May. We need volunteer’s 
plant, keep the weeds down and harvest. If you can help, please call Joyce at 303-935-3428 
for the address. 
 

Loaves and Fishes coordinator: After many years of service, Nancy Fisher is passing the 

torch on. If someone is willing to take on coordinating with First Plymouth with Loaves and 

Fishes and Habitat for Humanity, please let Anne Baldrige or the office know.  

Directory correction! 
Bertha Magee’s phone number is incorrect in the 2019 Directory. Her current phone number is 
303-953-5738. 

*If there are any other corrections, please contact the office.  

https://www.facebook.com/CalvaryPresDenver/
http://www.calvarypresdenver.org/
calvarypresdenver.org


Musical Guest Calendar 

 4/21 - Sarah Whitnah, violin, and David Short, cello 
 5/19 - Sarah Whitnah, violin  

Choir Rehearsals for April/May 
 The choir will rehearse April 3rd and 10th, and May 1st and 8th.  

On May 26th, the choir will be singing “A Flower Remembered”. This anthem was written 

by the well-known English composer, John Rutter, in memory of the nearly 16,000 victims 

of the Tōhoku, Japan earthquake and tsunami in March 2011. The simple melody with rich 

harmonies and powerful words gives us the opportunity to remember not only an over-

whelming tragedy but also the individual losses that each one of us carries in our heart. 

Music at Calvary  



Noanie O’Brien Geistert, Director, FP Children’s Ministries 

The Early Childhood Class will be doing the unit titled “Observing  Lent with your Family.” 
The Bible verse is “I’ve Seen the Lord.” (John 20:18) 
  

 
 
 
Grades 1-4 meet in the CE Center  with teachers Kim 
Woodridge and Lee Probasco. They will be doing the unit titled 
“Doubting Thomas.” 
 
Grades 5-7, The Bible Budz, will resume this month.  

Date Theme Bible Story 

4/7 Peter Pretends Matthew 26:69-75 

4/14 Jesus Enters Jerusalem Matthew 21:1-11 

4/21 Jesus Lives John 20:1-18 

4/28 Feed my Sheep John 21:1-19 

Vacation Bible School and Highlands Camp: It’s spring—at least according to the calendar! 

It’s time to start planning for summer vacation activities. 

Once again, Calvary’s Session is pleased to offer financial assistance for FP’s Vacation Bible 

School and Highlands Camp. Calvary will cover the cost of tuition for a Calvary child and a 

friend who wish to attend VBS. Calvary will also cover half the cost of the Tier 2 price to attend 

Highlands Camp this summer. To apply, simply send an email, note or letter to the Session.   

Easter Candy: Please br ing candy donations to go in our eggs for our egg hunt and in the 

bags for CrossPurpose. There will be a basket on the table in the narthex to collect the candy 

up until Palm Sunday.  



The Calvary Book Club  The Book Club meets at 1:30PM in the Commons 

Room on the 2nd Monday of each month.                

All are welcome, please join us! 

April 
7 - Vicki Batzel 

16 - Dave Pettit 

16 - Jack Milstead 

21 - Mike Caskey 

  May 
2 - Phil Maenpa 

4 - Elliott Milstead 

4 - Julie Hemphill 

11 - Hanna Karn 

16 - Donna Helgren 

16 - Caleb “CJ” Hemphill 

19 - Ron Deal 

19 - Larry Knott 

28 - Phyllis Kaufman 

29 - Beth Hewlett 

Upcoming Calvary events: 
4/19 - Good Friday joint worship service with First Plymouth, 7:00pm in the Sanctuary  

4/21 - Easter Sunday - 8:30am Sonrise Breakfast and Easter Egg Hunt in Plymouth Hall 

          9:30am Choir Rehearsal  

         10:00am Easter Service in the Chapel 

 

April 8th: Lilac Girls by Martha Hall Kelly    

  Discussion led by Sherrie Larson  

 

 

May 20th:  The Dove Keepers by Alice Hoffman    

  Discussion led by Edna Waters 

 

 

June 10th :  Horse Dancer by JoJo Moyes   

  Discussion led by Nancy Fischer  
 

April/May BIRTHDAYS! 



   April    

Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri  Sat 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30     

   
May 

   

Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri  Sat 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8  9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 
 

20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30 31  

FP KnitWit 

Sewciety  

10:00 AM 

Men’s 

Breakfast  

8:00 AM 

Book Club  

1:30 PM  

Daytimers  

11:30 AM 

Men’s 

Breakfast  

8:00 AM 
Session 6:30 PM 

Book Club  

1:30 PM  
Daytimers 

11:30 AM 

FP KnitWit 

Sewciety 

10:00 AM 

Choir rehearsal  

7:00 PM 

Choir rehearsal 

7:00 PM 

Choir rehearsal  

7:00 PM 

Choir rehearsal  

7:00 PM 

Worship and 

creativity   

6:30PM 

Worship and 

creativity   

6:30PM 

Session 6:30 PM 
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