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Let Awake People be Awake 
 

“If you don't know the kind of person I am 

and I don't know the kind of person you are 

a pattern that others made may prevail in the world.” 

 
Above are the opening lines of a poem by William Stafford entitled “A Ritual to Read Each Other.” It is a po-
em I have read or shared before, but I can’t help but be taken again by these lines. For I have heard too much 
beauty being overlaid with fear and anger as of late – associating the Arabic language with Jihad, Muslims 
with ghettos that need to be patrolled, trans-gender individuals with predators, sand that we’re going to make 
glow. I could go on. Have we forgotten how to have conversation? Have we forgotten how to engage one an-
other in our journeys? Is there a different way to face was causes us fear?  

We (as a church in the process of moving, and as a Session in recent months) have affirmed that part of being 
faithful as a church is to be growing spiritually; to affirm and encourage and exhort one another in our spiritual 
journeys. And part of this is openness to one another; not forcing someone else’s journey into your rubric, but 
being open to who they are, and how it is that Jesus has been leading them. To be able to speak love and grace 
and forgiveness, rather than blame and hate. For being open to others’ journeys is the soil in which we might 
learn to be more open to our own.  

Hans-Georg Gadamer is among the authors I have been reading in my academic work lately. He says that the 
end goal of the hermeneutical process (that is the search for how we discern what is true) is openness. This is 
not just open-mindedness. It is to be open to that which is alien and refractory to your categories. I think of Je-
sus eating with tax collectors and prostitutes, of Jesus telling us to love our enemies. I think of Peter’s dream 
and the call to go preach to Cornelius and his pork-eating gentile bros. I think of Philip being called to climb 
into the chariot with the Euthopian Eunuch and talk the prophet Isaiah. I think of Jesus touching the leper and 
being touched by the bleeding woman. To be open to one another, to be led by the gospel and the Christ who 
calls us, is to be open; not just open-minded, but open to what is alien and refractory to our categories. It is the 
call to be transformed in the process.  

A light on a hill cannot be hidden. We must be light, and such light will look like conversation; sharing our 
stories and pushing each other along our redemptive journeys. 

I don’t know what is going on around us, but much of the rhetoric I see concerns me. In an age of fear and try-
ing to marginalize difference, we must be voices of love and grace. We must be willing to engage each other; 
to practice real conversation that can help up engage others with whom our paths cross. We must be awake and 
engaged with one another. For as Stafford begins his final stanza,  

“For it is important that awake people be awake” 

 
Grace and Peace, 
Pastor Dave  
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May Birthdays: 

 2 - Phil Maenpa 

 3 -  Ed Charter 

 4 - Elliott Milstead 

      Julie Hemphill 

11 - Hanna Karn 

16 - Donna Helgren 

       Caleb “CJ” Hemphill 

19 - Ron Deal 

       Larry Knott 

28 - Phyllis Kaufman 

29 - Beth Hewlett  

Children’s Corner 
THANK YOU! 

May is a special month for Children Ministries as we like to thank all our gener-
ous, loving volunteers who give so much to our kids every Sunday. The Chil-
dren’s Ministry program could not exist without their valuable contributions. 

Starting with our littlest ones we give a big “Thank 
You” to the nursery staff who are at church every 
Sunday, and to the youth assistants who are a huge 
help to the teachers.  

Almost every Sunday our children are immersed in 
music with Cherub Director, Erika Henkart. The kids 
performed for Calvary on April 24, and will be sing-
ing during FP’s worship service this Sunday, May 1. 

There are no words to describe the contributions of 
volunteers, Sam and Eileen Robinson. Three years 
ago they had a vision for a class for the oldest chil-

dren, grades 5-7 for their continued education on the Bible. Bible Budz was cre-
ated! They conceived the class, wrote the lesson objectives, and have taught 
almost every Sunday since. We would love to get 3-4 additional teachers for 
this class to give Sam and Eileen a few more Sundays free. If you are interested 
in helping out in the future, talk to Noanie, Director of Children’s Ministries at 
First Plymouth.  

This month the Early Childhood class will be studying the unit entitled “Good 
News Spread”. The Bible verse for the month is “They praised God and demon-
strated God’s Goodness to everyone.” (Acts 2:47)  The Anchor Point for the 
month is “I can help spread the news.”  

PLEASE NOTE: On May 1 the children will be begin in the Sanctuary where 
they will sing during the service.  

Date Theme Bible Story 

5/1 Choosing the Seven Acts 6:1-7 

5/8 Philip & the Ethiopian Acts 8:26-40 

5/15 Pentecost Acts 2:1-41 

5/22   First Called Christians Acts 11:19-30 

5/29 END OF YEAR PARTY FOR ALL CLASSES COURTYARD 

Begins on June 20 and runs through June 
24. The hours are 9:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
with an optional extra hour for “lunch 
bunch”. VBS campers will share what 
they have learned throughout the week at 
the worship service on June 26. Register 
for this fun week here.  

http://2016.cokesburyvbs.com/firstplymouthchurchfirst
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Calvary Book Club met on April 11 and discussed “Once We Were Brothers” 

by Ronald Balson. Donna Helgren led the discussion and the book got a favora-

ble review. In May, we will read “All the Light We Cannot See” by Anthony 

Doerr. Edna Waters will lead that discussion. All are welcome to join us 

on May 9 at 1:30 in the Commons Room. 

The Calvary Book 

Club meets monthly on 

the Second Monday of 

each month from 

1:30—3:30 p.m., in the 

Commons Room. 

Please join us. 

 

 

Calvary Crafters 

Calvary Book Club May 

An abundance of gifts were received for Calvary’s Newborns in Need outreach 

to Denver Health. Blessings to the Calvary Crafters for making the adorable 

hats and warm cuddly blankets. Many thanks to those who donated diapers and 

wipes, some of the most needed items for children born to lower income fami-

lies.  

 
Its almost that time 

again to start collecting 

school supplies for our 

annual school supply 

drive to support stu-

dents at Kenton Ele-

mentary. Be on the look 

out for details in the 

June Messenger. 

 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY: PRESBYTERY TREASURER 

Does sharing your time and talents in finance to further the mission of the 
broader church sound interesting? Does celebrating our connectional herit-
age by being a resource to the churches sound intriguing? Denver Presby-
tery is looking for a trustworthy, detailed, skilled Presbyterian Ruling Elder 
or Teaching Elder to join the Denver Presbytery team as Treasurer. This 
position averages about 20 hours per month, offers flexible hours that could 
include working remotely and at the Presbytery offices, and involves partic-
ipation at Presbytery assemblies and some committee meetings. An hono-
rarium is also provided. The position officially starts January, 2017. The 
qualified candidate will have at least a Bachelor’s degree and relevant expe-
rience in finance or accounting. Please email your resume and/or questions 
to Beth at info@denpres.org by May 31, 2016. 



  

 4 

First Plymouth E-Waste Recycling Event 
The FP Whole Earth Ministry will be conducting a community-wide e-waste 
collection, in the west parking lot of First Plymouth on May 14 from 9AM-
3PM. This event is supported by METECH Corporation, a designated E-
steward noted for its commitment to safe and responsible disposal of electronic 
waste.  

The drop off fee for most items is $5; computer monitors, 
laptop computers are $12; TV’s are $1/diagonal inch; and 
cell phones are $2. The fee is used to offset the labor used to 
dismantle the electronics, so that each component can be 
recycled responsibly. Please gather your old electronics and 
have them recycled in a responsible manner. 

 

About Community Ministry Foodbank 
Community Ministry (CM) Foodbank’s mission is to meet the basic needs of qualified people in Southwest 
Denver area who are experiencing economic hardships and related problems. Community Ministry is able to 
offer this assistance because of the community of churches in their network. Currently, 23 local churches spon-
sor CM’s outreach through monthly donations and drives that keep CM’s pantry supplied. CM is looking to 
add churches to their network, so they can continue to serve those who need help.  

CM’s food panty is unique in a way that it allows its clients to enter a ‘store like’ area and choose the items 
they want to include in their food box. These food items are part of the of the five major food groups. Clients 
who select the food items they take home are more likely to eat the food they receive. CM also offers energy 
assistance to qualifying clients; food commodities - to the elderly; SNAP (food assistance) sign-up help; and a 
pet pantry which provides pet food to low-income families.  

Calvary’s FIAT team and leaders have agreed to participate in CM’s monthly food box collection. The food 
items to collect for May are MAC & CHEESE OR CEREAL. Calvary will take collections throughout the 
month of May. There will be a collection box in the Bride’s room if you would like to contribute to this cause. 
If you would like to learn more about CM, visit their website at comministry-denver.org or speak with Sandra 
Baca in the Calvary office. 

From FIAT 
FIAT met on April 6 and the following items were discussed: 

Since our move to First Plymouth our food bank effort has not been given much attention. A new opportunity 
has been presented to us on how to serve the broader community. For the next few months we will be collect-
ing designated food items to help supply the food pantry of the Community Ministry Food Bank (CM). FIAT 
felt that supporting Community Ministry was appropriate and it was an opportunity to restart Calvary’s food 
bank outreach. Each month there will be designated food items collected. Sandra who is a board member at 
CM has volunteered to transfer the food from Calvary to CM at the end of each month. 

In the past Calvary has supported the Colfax Community Network and the Metro Care Ring food banks. Here 
is another opportunity to reach out and support those who are struggling to keep food on their table. 

FIAT also agreed to see if FP is interested in participating in some of Calvary’s outreach programs such as: 

 Join in with Calvary in doing a CCN dinner sometime in the future. 

 Participate in the school supply drive for Kenton Elementary during the month of July with bags to be 
packed on Sunday, July 31st. 

 Find out if FP has participated in Cropwalk or if they are interested in participating. 

MAY 
14th 

9 A M - 3 P M  
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Coordinating Committee 
Looking Forward 
On Sunday May 22nd, we are going to try something new for the coordinating 
committee. We are going to meet after worship and both check in about how 
things are going in our relationship with First Plymouth, but also think ahead 
the next few months. It will be an opportunity to share with each other opportu-
nities that are coming up in the next few months so that we have time to coordi-
nate and work together on these things. 

For example, it will be an opportunity for FIAT to share about the back-pack 
project for Colfax Community Network. We would love to have a member of 
FIAT come with that information to share and to invite First Plymouth to join us 
in this effort. We hope key folks from First Plymouth will do the same. 

We are trying this change for a few reasons: 

 Things have been going well and there is not enough of an agenda to war-
rant a special evening meeting 

 What we are missing is the opportunity to plan ahead with the people who 
are heading up different efforts 

 We hope this quarterly approach on a Sunday (when many of the key people 
are around) will allow us to look further ahead and be more proactive in our 
partnership with the ministries of FP. 

If you have something you want to share at this meeting, see Pastor Dave, or 
chair Sydney Summers. Other Calvary members are Bobbie Knott and Ruby 
Maepna. 

 
Ever considered taking a journey with the focus on simply 
being open to what you discover along the way? Cathy Jaynes 
had a chance to travel parts of the Camino de Santiago last 
Fall and found exactly that kind of journey. You'll learn about 
her journey, but we'll also focus on how the principles of pil-
grimage can weave into our daily lives. Join us 
at 9AM on May 22 and June 5 in the Commons Room. 

Come join Cathy Jaynes and hear all about her Pilgrimage 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31  

Book Club, 

1:30PM 
Men’s Breakfast, 

8AM 

Session, 6:30PM 

Worship, 10AM 

Fellowship, 11AM 

Birthday Celebrations Crafters, 11AM 

Daytimers, 

NY Deli, 

11:30AM 

Communion Sunday 

Congregation Conversation, 

following worship 

Deacons, 

4:30PM 

Choir Party, 

following  

rehearsal 

E-Waste            

Recycling, 9AM 

Pilgrimage Presentation, 

9AM 

Coordinating Committee, 

following worship 


