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M e s s e n ge r  
June 2016 

“I arise in the morning torn between a desire to save the world and a desire to 
savor the world. This makes it hard to plan the day.” 

--E.B. White 
 

 I came into ministry with a passion to save the world, or at least as many as I could save of 
those in the world. I was convinced that knowing Christ made a difference both in this life and in the 
next, and it was my motivation in life to bring others to that saving knowledge. I wanted so badly to 
save people. I grew tired of this, however. I learned people don’t always want to be saved and I 
learned I was not very good at it, and I realized that often-times (most times) God is already at work 
long before I showed up. It didn’t bring out the best in me; it made me a poor listener. I always knew 
where the conversation needed to go, rather than just letting the conversation go where it would. I was 
not able to hear whatever needed to be said. It turns out, I’ve become a much better pastor having let 
go of the need to save.  
 I want to read now. I spend countless hours with books, and I can’t get enough. I want to listen 
to your stories. I want to fly fish, to watch the water, to change my fly thirteen times in order to find 
the right one to get that big trout to rise to it. I want to set art next to poetry next to scripture, and see 
what percolates. Ever since I let go of saving people and starting listening and being present to myself, 
others, nature, and God, more, I have resonated with this line by E.B. White. I feel the tension. I feel 
the tension because I still think knowing that you are loved and forgiven makes a difference. I still be-
lieve reaching into another person’s world with hope matters. But I do so much better; we do so much 
better when we are able to be present without trying to save or solve another’s problems; if we can sa-
vor the story, savor the beauty, be present to the pain, and to see what rises.  
 I have started to wonder, however, if there needs to be so much of a tension. Can our savoring 
of the beauty and mystery of God’s world and our journeys with God generate life-altering effects? 
Maybe the feeling of salvation or possibility for redemption comes from being heard, from listening to 
one another, from being known and knowing. What if beholding the beauty and mystery opens us up 
to more redemptive ways of being in the world.  
 The above quote of E.B. White came in an interview with a reporter. He followed it by saying: 
“But if we forget to savor the world, what possible reason do we have for saving it? In a way, the sa-
voring must come first.” I wonder if part of what we do in worship is to savor – to encounter the Lord 
through music, word, image, each other, scripture text and sermon – to encounter something of beauty 
and mystery. Perhaps only when we have encountered the beauty of God will we exude something life
-giving, even life-altering to others. Yes, I wonder if the savoring is not essential to the saving, maybe 
even how it comes about. Maybe there isn’t a tension there as much as I have deemed for years. May-
be it is the tension in us, that I have felt, the inclination to save, the desire to change others, maybe 
even change ourselves. But transformation comes first through encounter – encounter with a God of 
love and mystery and beauty.  
 
Pastor Dave  
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June Birthdays: 
  1 – Kathie Chichester 

 4 – Lauren Karn 

 8 – Kristie Karn 

10 – Rachel Yates 

           Anna Hemphill 

11 – Kip Christiansen 

17 – Sydney Summers 

21 – Edie Lovegren 

22 – Rylan Hector 

23 – Julie Christiansen 

GraceFull Community Cafe! 
 Former FP members Troy & Heather Greenwood have been on a long 
journey of almost 3 years following a dream of opening a community cafe in his-
toric downtown Littleton and it's finally becoming a reality! GraceFull Cafe 
opened to the public on 5/24. Heather began her food ministry at FP through 
helping organize the Thanksgiving meal at DICP College as well as monthly 
community brunches. Over the next few years and after a year spent as a family 
in Uganda, she realized it was becoming a calling for her to pursue gathering 
people over food.  
 GraceFull Cafe has a 501(c)(3) non-profit partner GraceFull Foundation 
and they share a mission of providing a home in the Littleton community where 
people of all backgrounds can gather, eat well, and be inspired to give back. The 
cafe offers a limited breakfast and lunch menu from Tuesday - Saturday 6:30 am 
- 2 pm. While the cafe does have set prices of $5 for breakfast and $8 for lunch, 
the Foundation's Grace in Action program funds meals so that all guests can en-
joy a good meal regardless of their ability to pay. The Foundation also welcomes 
daily volunteers in the cafe. 
 Heather wanted to create a space that felt like home for the community so 
she incorporated many personal elements in the design after an extensive renova-
tion project of the 1912 home. One of these items includes two pews from 
the FP sanctuary that she requested to keep prior to the recent sanctuary renova-
tion. While the pews sat patiently in her garage for over a year, they have now 
been refinished and look beautiful in their new home at GraceFull. Talented FP 
member Wanda Coleman also helped give the pews new life by sewing cushions 
from brightly colored Ugandan fabric that reflect the Greenwood's year of ser-
vice as a family there in 2012-2013.  
 FP has always been a treasured and supportive community to Troy and 
Heather and they would love to welcome friends to come visit GraceFull and 
share a meal, as well as to consider joining their volunteer team. More infor-
mation can be found at www.gracefullcafe.com/volunteer or by emailing 
heather@gracefullcafe.com. 

Children’s Corner From Noanie Geistert   

 I can’t believe that the school year ha s ended and the official beginning of 
summer is just weeks away! 
 During summer we have limited dates for Sunday school. In June we will 
be holding summer Sunday school on June 12 and June 19. VBS Sunday will be 
held on June 26 in Plymouth Hall. In July we will have Sunday school on July 10 
and July 17. In August we will have Sunday school on August 7. Summer Sun-
day School is open for children five years old through fifth grade and is held in 
the CE center. Children 4 years and under are welcome in the nursery. We will 
be enjoying and exploring more Dr. Seuss books this summer during class.  
 The Christian Education ministry (CAM) is very sad to say goodbye to 
our co-chair, Betty Arca, who is retiring from her duties after EIGHT years!! We 
so appreciate her dedication to our mission and all her hard work! Alix Wright 
will remain as co-chair and we are looking for a few more individuals to serve 
with us and someone to co-chair with Alix. It only requires a 90 minute or so 
meeting once a month. Contact Alix if you are interested or let Noanie know. 
 I will be off the month of July on sick leave for ankle surgery. I will be 
answering emails but will not be in the office. If you have anything that can’t be 
handled via email, please contact Alix Wright by clicking on the link. 
 During the month of July I will be recruiting for next school year’s teach-
ers. If you can give us a three week rotation, please contact Noanie Geistert. 

There are only a few weeks to 

sign your child up for Vacation 

Bible School. Registration 

closes on Monday, June 13. Be 

sure to join FP for the Vacation 

Bible School Sunday service 

on June 26 in Plymouth Hall 

(before the Annual meeting) 

where the campers will tell you 

about all they learned on the 

very fun week they had! 

So have your kids grab their 

surfboards and join us on Mon-

day, June 20 at 9:00 and we’ll 

be surfing until Friday, June 24 

at 12:30! Sign up here.  

 
GraceFull is located at 

5610 S. Curtice Street 

Littleton, CO 80120 

mailto:awright@firstplymouthchurch.org
mailto:fpchildren@firstplymouthchurch.org
mailto:http://2016.cokesburyvbs.com/firstplymouthchurchfirst
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 Calvary Book Club  
   The Calvary Book Club met on May 9th in the Commons Room. Edna 
Waters led a discussion of “All the Light We Cannot See” by Anthony Doerr. A 
few of the regulars were missing but we had a good discussion of this 
interesting book set in WWII Germany. We will meet again on June 13th when 
Pat Herring will lead the discussion of “The First Phone Call From Heaven” by 
Mitch Albom. Please join us Monday, June 13 at 1:30 p.m. in the Commons 
Room. 

About the Cover Art   
 We featured this image for our bulletin 

cover on Trinity Sunday. Here is a little more 

information about this piece.   

 A Russian painter, Rublev, is believed to 

have painted the Trinity Icon in the early 1400's. 

It was painted for a monastery that is located in 

the countryside just a couple hours drive from 

Moscow. I got to see that monastery when I trav-

elled there about ten years ago. It was like travel-

ing back in time. The icon is in a museum in 

Moscow now, but it was wonderful to see where 

it originated and there is a consecrated copy at 

the monastery.  

 The icon, at one level, tells the story of 

the three angelic visitors that visited Abraham 

and Sarah. They are seated at a table with a dish 

of lamb in the center. You can see the oaks of 

Mamre in the painting as well as a large building 

behind them. But the icon is also telling the 

viewer about the relationship of the Father, Son, 

and Holy Spirit. They are seated together around 

the table, in a circle.  

 An important theme of the icon is hospi-

tality - both in the reference to Abraham and Sarah welcoming their visitors and feeding them, but also in the 

way that the painting draws the viewer into the circle. The doors of the house are all open, welcoming the visi-

tors, and us as the viewers, in to the home. Also, if you look closely at the cloth on the table, you'll see a small 

window or square cut from the cloth. Some authors have said that this opening is another way of showing that 

the table is a way for us to enter into this circle.  

 I bought a print of this icon and have it framed in my home. The colors, such as they are all these cen-

turies later, are beautiful blues and golds. I love the idea of this representation of hospitality, of being invited 

in to this spiritual circle; of God welcoming us.                   -  Cathy Jaynes 

Pastor’s Vacation 
   Pastor Dave will be on vacation beginning Thursday, June 9 through 
Sunday, June 19. Rev. Tom Sheffield will cover the pulpit on June 12 and Rev. 
Zach Hancock on Sunday, June 19. Please join Calvary and give our pulpit 
supply pastors a warm welcome. 

  

Thank you Calvary! 

In May you donated 35 

boxes of Mac & Cheese and 

16 boxes of dry cereal, and 

2 bags of miscellaneous 

food items.  

 

June collection items 

are canned vegetables. 
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 On this coming Day of Pentecost, it is fair to ask: “what is the church becoming?”  I also think that it is 

equally fair to answer, “No one really knows.”  At least no one can describe the church becoming one particu-

lar thing and going in one singular direction. So, beware the marketers of easy ideas about the church. Some 

would say, for example, that the church has no future with confessions of faith. It is true that large numbers of 

those both inside and outside the church are questioning such statements and finding them often puzzling and 

sometimes aggravating and senseless. Yet, across the globe, in other parts of the world, there is real excitement 

that the Presbyterian Church will be voting to include the courageous words of the Confession of Belhar in its 

Book of Confessions. Many would say that the church is on a steady, inevitable decline that is headed to death. 

Again, beware of easy views. Indeed our Presbytery showed a net loss of members again this year. but at the 

same time, more than 20 percent of our congregations did show an increase in membership; and the fellow-

ships and new worshiping communities of the Presbytery that are not yet “counted” in the official membership 

tally show increased numbers gathering in worship. 

 Some might say that the connectionalism of the Presbyterian Church is no longer viable. I would be 

living in a state of perpetual denial if I didn’t recognize the way connectionalism, the traditions of deciding and 

gathering, and the wide wisdom of the church are challenged every day. Yet, the payment of per capita, the 

way we “pay” for being Presbyterian, exceeds 95% in our Presbytery and mission partnerships, the coming 

together of congregations to do common work together, involve more than 80 percent of our congregations. 

We connect and we are connected. We also connect with Presbyterians across the earth. As we prepare for the 

visit of another delegation from Zimbabwe Presbytery, twelve congregations have eagerly agreed to welcome 

delegates as preachers and as Presbyterian sisters and brothers from the global church. Funding for mission has 

been strained in our denomination. Yet in the last few months, when Presbyterians heard that world mission’s 

work was threatened, enough special giving was received to assure that for the next year there will be no mis-

sion co-worker positions eliminated. All congregations struggle in their ministries, but some churches, for ex-

ample, those who have engaged in New Beginnings, have found new purpose and energy and are claiming a 

new future--and they are excited!  In different ways, congregations are finding their ministries are unique and 

incomparable in their neighborhoods and communities. These churches are small and large; their services of 

worship are traditional and contemporary; they are located in the mountains, the plains, the suburbs and the 

city. There is no singular description of them, except, about their churches and their ministries, they are feeling 

excited. There is excitement in some others. It is true that fewer people are entering ministry, but those who do 

are showing real excitement about serving in creative ways and places that, in many cases, will require multi-

ple ways of earning a living.  

 Frankly, their excitement is what I am experiencing in the church. We don’t know exactly what we are 

becoming, but we know we are moving, growing, changing, reaching toward something that we dare to say is 
part of the work of the Spirit. It is a difficult, depressing, fearful, confusing time to be in the church, but it also, 
at the very same time, great to be in the church today. It is amazing to experience the vast diversity of the 

church. It is astounding to try to keep track of the variety of ways that it serves. It is a privilege to be serving as 
leaders; and in this work and within our church, with you, I am excited. 

Presbytery Pastor Message - Pentecost Excitement 

The following message has 

been brought to you by 

Denver Presbytery Pastor, 

Tom Sheffield. To learn 

more about the Denver 

Presbytery please follow the 

link to their website. 

http://denpres.org/pastors-message/
http://denpres.org/pastors-message/
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Save the Dates - Coming Soon!  
 June 28th and July 26th – Summer Session meeting schedule. 

 July 10th – Joint worship service with First Plymouth.  

 July 31st – Conversation after worship - reiterate the substance of the May 1st meeting and set up the dis-

cussion we will have at the August 23rd potluck. 

 August 7th – Friends please keep you calendar open and join Calvary for an all Church Potluck, following 

worship. 

 August 23rd – Congregational Potluck and discussion night. 

From FIAT 
Kenton Elementary School Drive in July: Save the Date, July 31st 

 Coming to school empty-handed, without the right paper and pencils, or in the 
wrong clothes, can be shameful for children and their parents. When poverty affects these 
basic needs, students struggle to learn.  

That’s where you come in!    
 Calvary will be collecting school supplies, uniforms, and back packs for Kenton 
students in July, and we will be packing the backpacks July 31st during the fellowship/
coffee hour after the service. Detailed clothing and supply lists will be made available to you as soon as we 
have them from our contact at Kenton Elementary. Those lists will be on the rolling cart outside the sanctuary 
and on the Calvary bulletin board once available.  

 Your contributions and hands-on help will ensure that Kenton students can start the year off strong!  

 FIAT is also working with the coordinating committee with First Plymouth as we are hoping to have 
coordination of our school supplies drive and their school supplies drive which are occurring in July and Au-
gust respectively, so stay tuned for more details on those activities.  

Ever considered taking a journey with the focus on simply being open 

to what you discover along the way? Cathy Jaynes had a chance to 

travel parts of the Camino de Santiago last Fall and found exactly that 

kind of journey. You'll learn about her journey, but we'll also focus 

on how the principles of pilgrimage can weave into our daily lives. 

Join us at 9AM on June 5 in the chapel. 

Come join Cathy Jaynes and hear all about her Pilgrimage 
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Please  

place  

stamp  

here 

Calvary Presbyterian Church 

3501 S. Colorado Blvd.,  

Englewood, CO 80113 

Phone: 303.756.5042 

calvarypresdenver.org 

office.calvarypresdenver@gmail.com 

June 2016 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 2 3 4  

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30   

Book Club, 

1:30PM 

Men’s Breakfast, 

8AM 

Session, 6:30PM 

Birthday Celebrations Crafters, 11AM 

Daytimers, 

Piccolo’s, 

11:30AM 

Deacons, 

4:30PM 
Pilgrimage Presentation, 

9AM 

Pastor’s Vacation 

 Pastor’s Vacation 

Summer School Today 

Summer School Today 

Communion Sunday 

Rev. Tom Sheffield 

Rev. Zach Hancock 

Pastor’s Vacation 


