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Being Led 

John 21: 18-19 

18 Very truly, I tell you, when you were younger, you used to fasten your own belt and to go wherever you 

wished. But when you grow old, you will stretch out your hands, and someone else will fasten a belt around 

you and take you where you do not wish to go.” 19 After this he said to him, “Follow me.”  

Peter had gone back to fishing, in the story where the above is excerpted. He went back to fishing where he 

could work with his hands, and his back, and do what he knows; where his mind could mull over the questions 

of what happened. How was it that he messed up? He can lick his wounds, over how he embarrassed himself 

on numerous occasions, of the look in Jesus’ eye when he looked across the courtyard as Peter denied knowing 

him in the fear of the moment. He can stew over how he didn’t live up to his own expectations. That is the 

moment Peter finds himself in.  

Peter is looking back and coming to terms. He is taking stock. We do it at different points in our lives, with one 

level of severity or another. It seems to be at crisis stage for Peter, making great changes in his life driven by 

disappointment and guilt. But Jesus comes to him on the shores of Galilee and he invites Peter back into his 

true calling, inviting him to feed the sheep, and to love Christ even if imperfectly. It is here where this 

parabolic statement of old age is inserted, about growing old, and being lifted and led by another. I take Jesus 

to be telling Peter that what you are experiencing is not failure, but discipleship. It is not an indignity, but a 

mark of maturity. There comes a point of letting go of control, of being willing to be our frail selves, to be in 

community, and to be led by the Spirit in ways we would not have anticipated. This is not a disqualification, 

but the path toward spiritual maturity.  

We have been talking about life, death and dying here at Calvary in the past month. And thinking about such 

things involves a fair amount of looking back and taking stock, as well as looking forward and making 

preparations. In Erickson’s stages of development, the crisis of the later stage of life is that of integrity vs. 

despair, of coming to terms with one’s life and with one’s death. Coming to terms with life when much is 

behind us. As Erickson suggests this can lead to a sense of dignity, or to a sense of despair. What keeps Peter 

from despair? I want to suggest that there are a few things about this interaction with Jesus and Peter, and 

about this statement about old age and being led that keep Peter from despair and which say something to us.  

First, there is an accepting of limitations. Jesus is able to accept Peter despite his missteps, despite his faltering 

in the intensity of the moment. Peter, through the back and forth around the fire, is able to accept that Jesus 

accepts him. Peter is able to not let his past keep him from future opportunities. He is willing to accept his life 

as it is, without giving in to despair.  

Second, Peter comes to terms in part through his response to the future. After all, the only way one can alter 

what has happened in the past is through perspective, and perhaps how we continue into the future, and 

continue to shape our overall narrative. How we live today and tomorrow can be a response to life, when what 

is behind cannot really be changed. Peter chooses not to fight against the past, but allow it to open him up to 

what future ministry might hold. He chooses to love Christ despite his frailness and to feed the sheep.  
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Lastly, This parabolic statement of old age 

and being lifted and led is more about 

maturity than merely end of life issues. It is 

about the path of discipleship. Of being 

willing to let our limitations move us closer 

to each other, and to new opportunities and 

ministries. This statement about being lifted 

and led is followed by the invitation, 

“Follow me.”  

If I had a chance to have coffee with Peter I 

would ask him about that moment, that 

transition. What did it mean to him? What 

was it like to give in to the truths of that 

parable? Did he get to the point in his 

journey when he would not have chosen to 

go back to buckling his own belt and going 

wherever he pleased? Did the journey change him in ways that he wouldn’t want to undo? Did he stop looking 

back, or was looking back always intertwined with looking forward?  

How would you answer these questions? Or, what questions would you have for Peter, if you two were to sit 

down to coffee?  

Pastor Dave 

June  

Beginnings of the church – finding its way amidst road bumps and opposition. 

June 4th - Pentecost Psalm 104: 24-34 Acts 2:1-21 

June 11th Psalm 8     Matthew 28: 16-20 

June 18th Exodus 19: 2-8a Matthew 9: 35-10:14 

June 25th  Service led by VBS leaders and kids  

July  

July 2nd  Matthew 10: 40-42 

July 9th Psalm 145: 8-14  Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 

July 16th  Matthew 13: 1-23 – Parable of the seeds. 

July 23rd   Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 

July 30th Dave on vacation – Rev. Joel Adams of the Northeast Denver New Worshipping 

Community will fill the pulpit.  

Summer Lectionary  
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FIAT 

Kenton Elementary School Drive Save the Date, July 30th 

Calvary will be collecting school supplies, uniforms, and back packs for Kenton students in 
June/July, and we will be packing the backpacks July 30st during the fellowship/coffee hour 
after the service. Detailed clothing and supply lists are below. Copies of the lists will be 
available on the rolling cart outside the sanctuary and on the Calvary bulletin board.  

Your contributions and hands-on help will ensure that students can start the year off strong! 
We will be joining with First Plymouth again this year for our school supplies drive to 
benefit children who cannot afford all the supplies required of them. Please watch the upcoming bulletins for 
details.  

Preschool Kindergarten 1st Grade   2nd Grade  

1 back pack-fit a winter jacket 

inside 

1 pack dry erase markers – 4 ct.  

2 boxes facial tissues – 130 ct. 

1 box of 5 oz. Dixie Cups 

1 change of clothes (pants, 

shirt, underwear & socks) 

5 diapers & 1 pack wipes (only 

if child is not potty trained) 

3 boxes of 24 count Crayola 

crayons 

2 packs of 4 count dry erase 

markers 

3 - 2 pack of glue sticks 

1 container disinfectant wipes 

1 box facial tissues - 130 ct. 

1 box Ziploc gallon bags - 40 ct. 

1 box Ziploc sandwich bags - 

100 ct. 

1 box of 24 count #2 pencils 

1 box of 24 count Crayola cray-

ons 

2 boxes of Kleenex 

5 - 2 pack glue sticks 

4 sturdy prong pocket folders 

2 containers of disinfectant 

wipes 

2 composition notebooks 

1 box Ziploc gallon bags 

1 spiral notebook - 100 sheet 

2 - 1" 3 ring binder 

1 box of 24 count #2 pencils 

1 box 24 count Crayola crayons 

1 pack of 3 pink erasers 

3 composition notebooks  

1 pack dry erase markers - 4 ct. 

2 pocket folders 

2 - 3 prong folders 

1 box gallon Ziploc bags 

2 - 2 pack of glue sticks 

2 containers disinfectant wipes 

2 boxes facial tissues - 130 ct. 

3rd Grade 4th Grade 5th Grade DLC 

 2 spiral notebooks (plain , wide

-ruled)  

2 composition notebooks 

(black and white, wide-ruled) 

1 package #2 pencils (24 count 

boxes) 

2 glue sticks 

1 box 24 count crayons 

5 two pocket folders (plain col-

ors) 1 each red, yellow, green, 

blue, purple 

1 pack binder tabs/dividers 

1 large containers disinfectant 

wipes 

1 box facial tissue 

1 package wide ruled loose leaf 

paper 

2 highlighters 

1 pack dry erase markers 

1 - 1" 3 ring binder 

1 box 24 count colored pencils 

1 box 8 count Crayola markers 

10 colored folders with 2 hori-

zontal pockets - solid colors - 

no designs or pictures 

1 spiral notebook - red,  

3 composition notebooks 

2 glue sticks 

1 package 24 count #2 pencils 

2 packages wide ruled loose 

leaf paper  

3 boxes of facial tissue 

1 large container disinfectant 

wipes 

1 package 10 count blue or 

black pens 

1 tape 

1 - 1" 3 ring binder 

1 package Post It sticky notes 

1 box quart size Ziploc bags 

5  spiral notebooks - 100 sheet                                                           

(1 of each: green, blue, red, 

yellow, purple) 

3 boxes facial tissue 

2 packages 100 count wide 

ruled lined paper 

1 package of blue pens 

1 - one inch 3 ring binder 

1 box (24 count) #2  pencils                                      

(NO LEAD OR MECHANICAL 

PENCILS) 

1 pack highlighters - 2 ct. 

1 pencil box 

 2 glue sticks 

2  composition notebooks 

2 containers disinfectant wipes 

7 pocket folders  

1 - 4 count dry erase markers 

3 containers of Clorox wipes 

BOYS - 1 box gallon & 1 box 

snack size Ziploc bags 

GIRLS - 1 box sandwich & 1 

box quart size Ziploc bags 

3 - 2 packs of Elmer's glue 

sticks 

1 composition notebook 

3 containers diaper wipes - 

400 ct. (if not potty trained) 

1 - 8 count watercolor paints 

1 box 8 count Crayola markers 

3 large boxes facial tissues 
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The Calvary Book Club continues to generate interesting books for thoughtful 

and at times spirited discussions. Our April book “The Dive from Clausen’s 

Pier” by Ann Packer led us into a thought-provoking discussion of life as a 

paraplegic. In contrast, the discussion of our May book “The Sweet Potato 

Queen’s Book of Love” by Jill Conner Browne was quite jolly, at times a bit 

head-scratching, and intermingled with interesting facts about Jackson, 

Mississippi. The book club meets next on June 5 and will discuss “A Man 

Called Ove” by Fredrick Bachman and then we’ll meet on July 3 to discuss 

“The Underground Railroad” by Colson Whitehead. So, put Calvary Book Club 

on your calendar for the first Monday of each month at 1:30 and join us in the 

Commons Room.  

 

The Calvary Book Club 

meets monthly on the 

Second Monday of each 

month from 1:30-3:30 p.m. 

in the Commons Room. 

Please join us. 

Save the Dates - Coming Soon! 
Summer School will be held on these dates: June 11th and June 18th, July 9th and 16th and August 13th and 

20th. The class is open to first graders and above. Those in kindergarten and younger are welcome in the 

nursery. The rest of the summer will be Intergenerational Services where children are invited to join their 

families for worship. During Summer Sunday School we will be talking about special books and by the end 

of the summer the children will have published their own book. We will meet in the CE Center during the 

worship service.  

August 6th    Friends please keep you calendar open and join Calvary for an all Church Potluck 

September 13th  Choir restarts 

Join our Communications Working Group during the ice cream social on June 

11. After a brief introduction you will have the opportunity to let your fingers to 

the talking and tell the world why you are a member of Calvary. We'll help you 

access Calvary's online sites and show you how to leave a review (positive, we 

hope) that might help others feel welcome at Calvary. 

Bring your SMART phone or any device such as an iPad or laptop. If you don't 

have a device, bring the old fashioned kind -- a pencil! 

If you have a device, please download the Facebook and Yelp apps and create 

an account. Be sure to write down your username and password in a safe place. 

 From the Denver Presbytery 

It is with joy that we provide you this brochure describing mission in and 

through the Presbytery of Denver. A copy of this brochure will be been 

inserted into your bulletin on Sunday, June 11.  Calvary will be welcoming 

Rev. Clarke Vestal to speak about mission partnerships this month. If you 

would like to take a look at the brochure you can access it by clicking here 

(scroll through the page until you see the Denver Presbytery logo. 

http://www.calvarypresdenver.org/faith-in-action/
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The Reverend  Dr. J. Herbert Nelson, II, Stated Clerk of  
Presbyterian Church U.S.A. will be coming to the  

Presbytery of Denver 
 

Sunday, September 17: 10:00 AM  

Peoples Presbyterian Church  

“Celebrating God’s Grace Through Worship”  

Shepherd of the Hills Presbyterian Church 

Dr. Nelson will preach at 3:00 PM  

“Celebration of Who We Are and Where We Are as PCUSA”  

 Keynote by Dr. Nelson 

3:30 PM – Q&A with Dr. Nelson 
4:15 PM – Music Festival* 
5:30 PM – Koinonia Celebration Through Potluck Dinner 

Monday, September 18: 8:00AM 

First Presbyterian Church of Aurora 

“Opening the Doors to Our Neighbors” 
            Breakfast and Discussion on Sanctuary Movement with Dr. Nelson  

We are seeking choirs, praise teams, and other musical groups to perform and celebrate our faith and 
diversity together. If you or your church is interested in performing a small act, please talk to Rev. Joe 
Mares (fpcaurora@gmail.com). 

From the Denver Presbytery 

Opening Doors & Crossing the Threshold 

COMING IN TO GO OUT 

2017 Leadership Retreat 

November 10-11, 2017 

Highlands Presbyterian Camp & Retreat Center 

Presenter: Ray Jones, Associate Director Evangelism, Presbyterian Mission Agency “Many church leaders are 
asking the question, “How can we grow our churches?” But this is not the right question to be asking. A better 
question to be asking ourselves is the one that strikes at the heart of our identity; “What does it mean for us to 
live in the way of Jesus?” Church growth is not a bad thing, but it does not bring us to the heart of the problem 
we are facing, which is how we intentionally make disciples.” 

“What spiritual practices/disciplines lead to the lifestyle of bearing fruit? We will examine the personal and 
communal practices that take us more deeply into the authentic habits that lead to sacrificial service and faith 
sharing.” - Ray Jones 

Register at highlandscamp.org or by calling 303-747-2888. Registration Deadline is Oct. 31, 2016 
 
Cost: Full Event - $90 Full event price includes lodging in a quad-occupancy/single-gender room and meals from Friday 
dinner through Saturday lunch. Commuter - $48.00 Choose this if you are providing your own lodging and are commut-
ing to Highlands. Commuter price includes all meals Friday and Saturday.  

Limited scholarships are available: Indicate your need when you register and Highlands will forward the request to the 
Leadership Work Group.  

Click here for the bio 
on J. Herbert Nelson 

mailto:%20fpcaurora@gmail.com
https://registration.campbrain.com/Portal/Login.aspx?H=HighlandsPresbyterianCamp&G=169
http://oga.pcusa.org/section/stated-clerk/stated-clerk/
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School is out for most of us, graduation parties have been held and we are getting ready for summer. One of the 

“funnest” weeks of the summer is always Vacation Bible School. Come join us while we don our superhero 

capes where here at Hero Central children will join Captain Shield, and his sidekick Flame, on awesome 

adventures and discover the qualities that make us truly heroic in God’s eyes. Your children will learn how 

they can be Heroes and answer God’s call to action through epic music, spectacular science, super crafts, and 

heroic games. We are excited to have your child join us at Hero Central! The dates are June 19 through June 23 

from 9:00 a.m. until 12:30 p.m. To register online or to volunteer, please go online to http://cokesburyvbs.com/

firstplymouthchurchfirst. We have just a few spaces left! Got questions? Call Noanie Geistert at 303-762-0616.  

On Sunday, June 25 join us for VBS Sunday where the superheroes will tell you all about the week they had 

through song and word. This special service will be held in Plymouth Hall. Now is the time we begin recruiting 

for the new school year. We are blessed that we have all teachers needed for our Early Childhood class, but we 

are in need of teachers for Grades 1-4 and for substitute teachers for Grades 5-8, our Bible Budz class. If you 

are able to help in the coming year, please contact Noanie Geistert at fpchildren@firstplymouthchurch.org. If 

you enjoy working with children, we will give you everything you need in order to teach, and it is only a three 

week commitment.  

Kid’s Corner  Noanie O’Brien Geistert, Director, fpchildren@firstplymouthchurch.org  

Like Calvary on Facebook 
As we embrace our ministry and what we have to offer, we are discerning ways to get the word 
out. We want to let people know what is going on here, and that they are welcome. Maybe 
Facebook can be one tool for doing so. Click Here and click “like”.  

Session has also approved scholarships to attend Highlands Camp near Allenspark, CO. If your child is 

interested in a scholarship that will cover up to 50% of Tier 2 pricing, please send a letter to Session. In the 

letter explain why your child would like to attend Highlands Camp and what you hope they will gain from 

such an experience. Highland offers several camps -- 2 days for younger children and full week for upper 

elementary, middle, and high schoolers. There is adventure camp and MAD Camp (an arts camp). For 

information, please contact Jennifer Milstead. 

Calvary has made it possible for eight children to attend First Plymouth's Vacation Bible School (VBS). Each 

child had the option to bring a friend along under Calvary's sponsorship. VBS is June 19-23 starting each day 

at 9 and lasting until 12:30. The children will participate in a special Sunday worship service on June 25th 

where they will share what they learned and sing all of the songs they learned this summer at VBS. 

CM June collection items are canned tomatoes and Ravioli  

http://cokesburyvbs.com/firstplymouthchurchfirst
http://cokesburyvbs.com/firstplymouthchurchfirst
mailto:fpchildren@firstplymouthchurch.org
mailto:fpchildren@firstplymouthchurch.org
https://www.facebook.com/CalvaryPresDenver/
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Session, 6:30PM 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3  

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19  VBS 20   VBS 21  VBS   22   VBS 23   VBS 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30  

*NY Deli is located at 7105 E. Hampden Avenue, Denver 

June 2017 

Worship, 10AM 

Fellowship, 11AM 

Choir Rehearsal, 7PM 

Deacons, 2:00 PM- BR 

Worship & Creativity, 

  6:30 PM - CR 

Knitwit Sewciety,  

10:00 AM  - Lib. 

Thursday Circle,  

1:00 PM - CR  
Men’s Breakfast,  

8:00 AM 

Book Club, 

1:30 PM - BR 

Daytimers,   

*NY Deli: 11:30 AM 

Session, 

6:30 PM –BR 

June 

1 Kathie Chichester 

4 Lauren Karn 

8 Kristie Karn 

10 Anna Hemphill 

11 Kip Christiansen 

17 Sydney Summers 

21 Edie Lovegren 

22 Rylan Hector 

23 Julie Christiansen 

Life, Death, & Dying 

11:15 AM—Chapel 

Worship with FP 

Ice Cream Social  
Patio, 11:15 AM  

July 

4 Beverly Grant 

9 Dean Stalnaker 

17 Pam O’Connor 

19 Pat Herring 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1  

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

30 31    

Please  

place  

stamp  

here 

Calvary Presbyterian Church 

3501 S. Colorado Blvd.,  

Englewood, CO 80113 

Phone: 303.756.5042 

calvarypresdenver.org 

office.calvarypresdenver@gmail.com 

Worship, 10AM 

Fellowship, 11AM 

Choir Rehearsal, 7PM 

Thursday Circle,  

1:00 PM - CR  

Book Club, 

1:30 PM - CR 

Session, 

6:30 PM –BR 

Daytimers,  

Rendezvous, - 11:30 AM 

Men’s Breakfast,  

8:00 AM 

July 2017 

Knitwit Sewciety,  

10:00 AM  - Lib. 

Pastor Dave Vacation 

Sandra Vacation 


