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M e s s e n ge r  
July 2016 

“Sheltered by Grace: All of Us” 

 Mary arrived late as I stood with the immediate family. They were quiet, standing among the gravestones, 
shifting on their feet. It had been a few weeks since the memorial service. We stood in plain clothes in an all 
but hidden, rural cemetery for the inurnment. Mary pulled up in a silver El Camino. She had inherited the fu-
neral home from her father. She was thin, wore a tan and draping overcoat and was raspy voiced from too 
many cigarettes. “Well, I got him,” she announced as she rose from the car.  

 Mary had little use for ministers. With a funeral arranged by Mary I could expect to have no input, little 
notice, and less reimbursement. The matters of death and burial were all straightforward business in her mind. 
Ministers had little to offer to the affair, and their words struck no chords with her.  

 She reached to the back seat and pulled out a beautiful turquois urn and handed it to the deceased’s oldest 
son. “Now,” she said with some meager attempt to find the right words, while leaning on the car door. 
“Apparently all of him did not fit in the urn.” She reached again behind the seat and pulled out a coffee can. 
“Here is the rest of him,” she proclaimed. “I’m not sure what you want to do with it. I guess he was a big 
man.” I don’t remember him being that large a man, I thought. The family shifted back on their heels, their 
eyes darted between the glassy urn and the old “Folgers” can. They were taken off-guard by the unexpected 
dilemma. 

 I observed with great interest at this point, and tried to contain any chuckles. I always thought of funeral 
homes bringing decorum to the difficult business of burial and remembering. The family members walked un-
easily with me towards the grave where the groundskeeper had cut the precise sized hole in the ground to con-
tain the tiny vault that would house the urn. They set both containers near the hole that only had room for one. 
Suddenly, I found myself starting to like Mary.  

 In her callous style, Mary had broken through the impulse and decorum that allows or encourages families 
to pull out the positive memories while leaving at bay anything that might be deemed negative or capable of 
smearing the glassy memory of a loved one. For there sat the glassy urn along with the lackluster can, and as 
usual, only room for one. But what do you do with a person’s surplus, that which doesn’t fit cleanly with the 
rest?   

 I remember back to my own grandfather’s funeral. I remember people giving testimony and telling stories 
of his faith, of his well-worn Bible, of his faithfulness and prayerfulness – all while his surviving children sat 
in the front row looking down and away. The minister gave a glowing eulogy of my grandfather’s public 
churchgoing life, stealing uncomfortable glances once in a while in the direction of the downcast descendants, 
as if to acknowledge that there was only room for one story; the glassy one would be told.  

 Is there room for all of us under the shelter of God’s grace? Certainly the gospel stories suggest so – from 
the woman with a bleeding condition, to the tax collectors, the lepers, and so on. Can we find peace and for-
giveness and the freedom to find our way with Christ, telling the whole story? Can we bring all of ourselves 
under Christ with peace and confidence, and let Christ help us find the words for it? Can we invite others under 
this shelter of God’s grace without condition or qualification?  

 The cemetery groundskeeper walked forward as I finished, obviously observing the family’s uncertainty as 
to what to do. He compassionately took his shovel and added a carefully cut half circle onto the existing square 
hole; big enough to receive the tin urn. The one laid to rest along with the other. I continued to observe, stand-
ing passively by, as these rather un-ceremonial figures did the holy work of laying a whole person to rest. As 
they drove off in cars, a rusty truck, and one silver El Camino, I walked slowly to my car. I walked by others 
whose burials I had officiated, and wondered to myself if all of them had really fit into their glassy urns.  

- Pastor Dave 
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 Calvary Book Club  
 Calvary Book Club met on June 13 and had a lively 
conversation about "The First Phone Call From Heaven" by Mitch Albon. Pat 
Herring led the  discussion. We also chose books to read in upcoming months. 
In July, we will read "Stalin's Daughter" by Rosemary Sullivan. Discussion will 
be led by Nancy Fischer. It is a large book about the daughter of an unusual 
man. Be sure to join us on July 11 in the Commons Room if you can.  

About the Bulletin Cover 

Art— 

July 3, 2016 -  
Outreach of the New Covenant by 

Shin Young-Hun 

 In a surreal style, he shows 

Jesus walking along the beach, 

drawing all kinds of people into a 

whirlwind of new life. On the far 

right is a pair of fishermen, I’m 

guessing—either James and John, 

or Peter and Andrew—whom Jesus 

has called away from their boats to 

follow him. The figure on the left 

touching the corner of Jesus’s robe 

is probably the woman who suf-

fered from hemorrhaging for twelve 

years, who is healed just by touch-

ing that hem. These and many oth-

ers from myriad backgrounds are 

swept up under Jesus’s gigantic arm 

span, which opens up wider and 

wider, forming a horizon. The fore-

grounded action is Christ’s gather-

ing a community under himself and 

covering them with an umbrella of 

love, grace, and protection. 

 

(This description comes from: 

https://

thejesusquestion.org/2015/05/14/

open-arms/) 

  

 

July Birthdays: 
 4 - Beverly Grant 

 5 - Rick Jenkins 

 9 - Dean Stalnaker 

15 - Lindsey Ketterer 

17 - Pam O’Connor 

19 - Pat Herring 

FP & Calvary Joint Worship Service 
 Be sure to join us for worship on Sunday, July 10 for a joint service with 
First Plymouth. The service will be held in the FP Sanctuary at 10AM. Be sure 
to join us for this very special worship service. 

https://thejesusquestion.org/2015/05/14/open-arms/
https://thejesusquestion.org/2015/05/14/open-arms/
https://thejesusquestion.org/2015/05/14/open-arms/
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 W ill scooped up another bunch of kimchi with his tongs and put it on the tray before passing it on to 
the person next to him scooping meat onto trays. He could see out of the corner of his eye the 

disapproving facial expression of Yu seonsaengnim (not real name), guessing that his kimchi scooping skills 
did not stand to muster on the four previous trays, just as the weeks before. Finally she came over and tried to 
explain again, of course, Will still can’t understand enough Korean and Yu seonsaengnim can’t speak enough 
English to make the nuance clear as to what exactly makes the perfect scoop of kimchi. She he still isn’t sure 
whether his scoops are too small or too big or too thin or too thick or too much of the limp outside of the 
cabbage or too much of the crunchy middle. Yu seonsaengnim picks up a scoop of kimchi onto another tray 
and indicates, probably, this was what it was supposed to look like. The trouble is, Will was pretty sure that 
scooped looked just like his last scoop. Not sure what else to do, Will gets as close as he can to the example 
scoop, and Yu seonsaengnim gives one last chuckle before moving the serving line on.  

 The exchange happens quite often for our YAVs in Korea as they volunteer at meal centers, similar to 
“soup kitchens” in the US, around our city of Daejeon. These encounters are wonderful opportunities for our 
YAVs to practice grace for themselves. Actually an entire YAV year is chock full of instances where our US 
YAVs are reminded that they don’t completely understand Korean culture or cannot complete a task to the 
same standards as Koreans. A year of constant failure can often leave a YAV questioning their self-worth, 
which makes grace even more pertinent. We explore what it means to hold on to our identities as beloved 

children of God alongside our tendency to make 
mistakes in another culture. 

     When Will arrived along with his fellow YAVs, 
we gave them a challenge in terms of adapting to 
this new Korean culture. Sherwood G. Lingenfelter 
in Ministering Cross-Culturally, writes about 
becoming a 150% person as we seek to live into a 
culture that is not our own. He compares this 150% 
person to the 200% person of Jesus, God incarnate, 
who was 100% God but also 100% human. Since 
we cannot reach the perfection of Jesus and 
someone born and raised into US culture can never 
become 100% Korean, we allow ourselves some 
grace and recognize that the most we might ever 
reach will be 75% of another culture. Then, as our 
new culture becomes more a part of us, we actually 
lose some of our original culture, thus ending up 
with maybe only 75% of our original culture 
remaining a part of us. We put that together to 
become a 150% person, after spending years 

becoming a part of our new culture. For YAVs like Will, even more grace is necessary as he will only stay in 
Korea for 11 months. In such a short time, most may only hope to reach a level around 25%! 

 In this context God’s grace manifests in the midst of our relationships to help them bear fruit despite our 
tendency to fail and make mistakes. In the same way God takes us imperfect human beings and brings fruit out 
of our limited effort, because God refuses to define us by our sin, or failures, or mistakes, and there is 
liberation in God’s refusal. Even when we fail, grace manifests when God persistently engages with us, 
believing in us as God’s own gifted and beloved children. This identity transcends our inability to fully adapt 
100% to a new culture. So we try, we stumble, and we hold ever more tightly to God’s grace, to God’s faith in 
us as spirit-filled beings able to accomplish amazing feats as we gather strength through our relationships to 
each other and to God. 

Finding Grace -by Kurt Esslinger 

New post on Hyeyoung and Kurt's Korean Adventure 

YAVs Will, Linda, and Emily washing up dishes at Saenaru 

Community Center. 
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 So Will may never fully understand exactly what makes up a perfect scoop of kimchi, and he may never be 
fluent in the Korean language, but he engages in the struggle of listening and looking for what his Korean 

partners are asking of him, picking up 
more of the language little by little so 
that he knows more than he did when 
he first arrived. He develops 
relationships with Koreans that will 
bear fruit as he carries them in his heart 
when he returns to the US this summer, 
so that he can no longer have 
conversations about Asia, can no longer 
vote, and can no longer participate in a 
global system without considering the 
effects his choices and life might have 
on the lives of the Koreans he has come 
to know by heart. This is the fruit we 
use to measure the worth of our 
experience here. 

     This fruit is what we mean when we 
talk about the purpose of YAVs coming 
to work alongside us in Korea. They 
are not here to help poor needy 
Koreans, and they often find 
themselves in situations where they are 

not “helpful.” An Australian Aboriginal activists group of Queensland, 1970’s, once said, “If you have come 
here to help me, you are wasting your time. But if you have come because your liberation is bound up with 
mine, then let us work together.” 

 If you see that your liberation is bound up with ours, then I invite you to join us by offering financial 
donations, prayers, or anything else you are interested in sending. Together, alongside God, let us work for the 
salvation of this creation. 

 

Mr. Goh teaching Will and Linda how to hot iron stamp wood. 

Save the Dates - Coming Soon!  
July 26th  – Summer Session meeting schedule. 

July 10th  – Joint worship service with First Plymouth in the FP sanctuary. 

August 7th  – Friends please keep you calendar open and join Calvary for an all Church Potluck, following 

     worship. 

August 14th  – Conversation after worship - reiterate the substance of the May 1st meeting and set up the  

      discussion we will have at the August 23rd potluck. 

August 23rd  – Congregational Potluck and discussion night. 

ACKLEY  

Bruce & Lorraine  

2980 N. Syracuse St. #201 

Denver, CO 80238 

b.ackley@msn.com 

303-344-5390 h 

303-319-2677 c 

GRANT  

Beverly  

2980 N. Syracuse St. 

#111 

Denver, CO 80238 

granmimi0704@q.com 

303-378-1581 

DUKES  

Robert  

8350 E. Yale Ave., Apt. 

F-306 

Denver, CO 80231 

jurgan6@yahoo.com 

Directory Updates 

mailto:b.ackley@msn.com
mailto:fischernan13@gmail.com
mailto:jurgan6@yahoo.com
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From FIAT 
Kenton Elementary School Drive Save the Date, July 31st 

 Calvary will be collecting school supplies, uniforms, and back packs for Kenton stu-
dents in July, and we will be packing the backpacks July 31st during the fellowship/coffee 
hour after the service. Detailed clothing and supply lists will be made available to you as 
soon as we have them from our contact at Kenton Elementary. Those lists will be on the 
rolling cart outside the sanctuary and on the Calvary bulletin board once available.  

 Your contributions and hands-on help will ensure that Kenton students can start the 
year off strong!  

 FIAT is also working with the coordinating committee with First Plymouth as we are hoping to have coor-
dination of our school supplies drive and their school supplies drive which are occurring in July and August 
respectively, so stay tuned for more details on those activities.  

Preschool 
1 Back Pack-fit a winter jacket 

1 container Wet Ones (diaper) 

1 box facial tissues—130 ct. 

1 box Crayola markers—8 ct. 

1 pack dry erase markers—4 ct. 

 

 

3 Grade 
 4 spiral notebooks (plain, wide

-ruled) 1 each red, yellow, 

green & 2 blue 

2 composition notebooks 

(black and white, wide-ruled) 

1 package #2 pencils (24 count 

boxes) 

2 glue sticks 

2 box 24 count crayons 

5 two pocket folders (plain) 2 

each red, yellow, green, blue, 

purple 

4 pink erasers 

2 large containers disinfectant 

wipes 

3 boxes facial tissue 

1 package wide ruled loose leaf 

paper 

2 highlighters 

1 pack dry eraser markers  

1—1” 3 ring binders 

Kindergarten 
3 boxes of 24 count Crayola 

crayons 

1 pack of 4 count dry erase 

markers 

6—2 pack of glue sticks 

2—1” 3 ring binders 

1 box of 8 ct. Crayola markers 

1 fabric zipper pouch 

1—2 pack of highlighters 

1 pencil box 

1 pkg flash cards (white index 

cards) 

2—8 count watercolor paints 

 

4th Grade 
6 folders with horizontal pock-

ets 1 of each red, yellow, 

green, blue, purple, orange 

4 spiral notebooks—plain wide 

ruled (red, yellow, green, blue) 

1 composition notebook (b/w, 

wide ruled) 

2 glue sticks 

2 pink erasers 

3 pkgs. 24 count #2 pencils 

3 boxes of facial tissue 

1 large container disinfectant 

wipes 

1 pkg. wide ruled loose leaf 

paper 

4 highlighters 1 of each green, 

yellow, blue, pink 

1 box 24 count colored pencils 

First Grade  
2 boxes 12 count #2 pencils 

1 box of 24 count Crayola cray-

ons 

2 boxes of Kleenex 

6—2 pack glue sticks 

1—2 pack pink erasers 

2 disinfectant wipes 

3 composition notebooks 

5 sturdy pocket folders 

1—4 count dry erase markers 

1—pack of 100 sheet wide-

lined paper 

1 spiral notebook—100 sheet 

1—2” 3 ring binder 

 

5th Grade 
 5 spiral notebooks - 100 sheet 

(1 of each: green, blue, red, 

yellow, purple) 

 3 boxes facial tissue 

 2 packages 100 count wide 

ruled lined paper 

1 package of blue pens 

1 - one inch 3 ring binder 

 1 box (24 count) #2 pencils 

(NO LEAD OR MECHANICAL 

PENCILS) 

1 pack highlighters - 2 ct. 

1 pencil box 

2 glue sticks 

2 composition notebooks 

2 containers disinfectant wipes 

7 pocket folders  

1 - 4 count dry erase markers 

 

Second Grade  
2 boxes of 24 count #2 pencils 

1 box 24 count Crayola crayons 

2 packs of 3 pink erasers 

3 composition notebooks 

6 pack 3x3 Post It notes 

2 pocket folders 

2—3 prong folders 

1 box gallon Ziploc bags 

1—2 pack of glue sticks 

2 containers disinfectant wipes 

1 box facial tissues 

1 clipboard 

1 pack of index cards 

1 box sandwich Ziploc bags  

100 ct.  

1 pack ultra fine tip Expo  

markers 

1 bottle sanitizer 

 

DLC 
3 containers of Clorox wipes 

BOYS - 1 box gallon & 1 box 

snack size Ziploc bags 

GIRLS - 1 box sandwich & 1 box 

quart size Ziploc bags 

3 - 2 packs of Elmer's glue 

sticks 

1 composition notebook 

3 containers diaper wipes - 

400 ct. (if not potty trained) 

1 - 8 count watercolor paints 

1 box 8 count Crayola markers 

 3 large boxes facial tissues 
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Please  

place  

stamp  

here 
Calvary Presbyterian Church 

3501 S. Colorado Blvd.,  

Englewood, CO 80113 

Phone: 303.756.5042 

calvarypresdenver.org 

office.calvarypresdenver@gmail.com 

July 2016 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 37 28 29 30 

31  

Book Club, 

1:30PM 

Men’s Breakfast, 

8AM 

Session, 6:30PM 

Birthday Celebrations 

Daytimers, 

Hacienda, 

11:30AM 

Deacons, 

4:30PM 

Summer School Today 

Summer School Today 

Communion Sunday 

Backpack Packing, 

11:30AM  

Pastor’s Vacation 

Pastor’s Vacation 

Rev. Ruth Huff in the  

Pulpit 

FP & Calvary Joint Service 

In FP Sanctuary 

Thinking  

about worship   

w/Pastor Dave 

6:30PM in  

Commons Room 

July collection items are 

canned vegetables. 


