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Letting the Sword of Scripture Cut Deeper: Identity and the Neighbor. 
 

“Indeed, the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, 

piercing until it divides soul from spirit, joints from marrow; it is able to judge the 

thoughts and intentions of the heart.” – Hebrews 4:12 
 
The writer of Hebrews describes God’s word 

as being sharper than a sword that can pierce 

deeply. But I wonder if that is always true. 

The potential is certainly true. But through 

over-familiarity, enculturation, assumptions 

and what not, that sword can be blunted and 

hardly able break the skin, much less separate 

bone from marrow, or penetrate the thoughts 

and intentions of the heart. We read and hear 

the scriptures as proof-texts of our already 

held assumptions and affiliations, our patterns 

and choices.  

Let’s take one of the most familiar gospel 

parables as an example: the story of the good 

Samaritan found in Luke 10: 25-37. The story 

both illustrates what I am speaking of, that is 

the blunting of the tradition, but it also 

illustrates the story-telling potential that can 

sharpen that sword so that it might penetrate 

once again. The story is framed with an 

expert in the law putting Jesus on the spot. 

Jesus turns the conversation so that it is the 

expert answering his questions, and the expert 

spouts quickly and easily a very apt and 

appropriate interpretation of the tradition. He 

is a good student and interpreter. He sums up 

the law by saying that it boils down to loving 

the Lord with all one’s heart, soul, mind, and 

strength and to love one’s neighbor as 

oneself. Few if any would dicker with this interpretation. Few Christians today would debate the assertion. Of 

course. We are called to love our neighbor as ourselves.  

The Good Samaritan by Vincent Van Gogh  
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Got it. Check. Roger.  

It is with the next question that the blunt conclusion that as Christians we love the Lord with our whole being 

and as our neighbor as ourselves is called into question. All of a sudden the blunt edge of pre-conceived 

notions starts to get ground down into a sharpening edge. “Who is my neighbor?” the expert asks. To this 

question the parable is a response.  

But the parable turns the question again. In the end the question Jesus puts back to the expert and which the 

expert answers is not “who is my neighbor?”, but “who was a neighbor to the man?” You see the story gives 

us four main characters, three of whom we know enough of to rely on our assumptions: a priest, a Levite, and 

a Samaritan. The fourth we know nothing of. No description other than his fate as being robbed and beaten. No 

description but that of his wounds and his needs. He is face down, and so we can’t rely on assumptions about 

who he is or what he is like based on looks. He is dirty and bloody. He is not speaking; no accent or word 

usage with which to identify him. He is just a person beaten down and in need.  

The problem is we often come to understand ourselves in opposition to others. We have categories and labels 
that define ourselves in relation to others. Native vs foreigners. White vs other. English speaking vs. foreign 
speaking. Straight vs. gay. Clean vs. unclean. Safe vs. dangerous. Legal vs. illegal. Christian vs. Muslim. Pro-
life vs. Pro-choice. And in order to know how to maintain our identity we rely somewhat on our ability to 
define ourselves and others in relation to these categories. Perhaps this is what unnerves the priest and the 
Levite in the story, which keeps them from acting. They pass by on the other side. Or perhaps it is because 
they can identify him as an “other” that they do not want to have contact with, or do not want to help? Or is the 
identity of this man as opaque to them as it is to the reader with no way to identify him? 
 
Who is my neighbor? Is the man in the ditch my neighbor? What does that mean? How do I determine this? 
What are the criteria? What makes or does not make someone my neighbor? What would I look for as I peer 
over the edge of road down at this man lying in the ditch? This is where the blunt sword of assumptions starts 
to get ground down. Do we really love our neighbors as ourselves? Do we even know who are neighbors are? 
Or have we relied on categories and delineations to keep us apart from our neighbors? And if we were to help 
the person in the ditch, even if they are totally other from us in terms of our choices, beliefs, practices, political 
affiliations, would it threaten our own sense of self and identity. Would we find it contaminating to come into 
contact with and support and nurse back to health one such as that?  
 
So the question turns to “who is a neighbor to the man?” Are we ready to answer this question in a time when 
we are being invited to address the problems of our day in terms of others who are the threats? Muslim 
registries – don’t help him if he looks middle-eastern. Border walls – don’t help him if he looks like an illegal. 
“Law and Order” – don’t help if he looks like a criminal. Responsibility – don’t help her if she is relying on 
the system.  
 
It is a time when we as a church must be close readers of our scriptures. Yes, we can rattle off the answers like 
the expert in the law did. But can we sit with the questions and let the blunt sword made dull by culture and 
assumptions get its edge back? Can it cut us, convict us, instruct us? Can it penetrate deep enough to help us to 
know the thoughts and intentions of our own heart? Can it compel us and propel us to know how live out our 
tradition, out our faith, out our convictions, out our love and belief in grace, forgiveness, and community in 
Christ?  
 
Who was a neighbor to the man? In an era of renewed labels and lines, borders and registries, the question 
comes to us as a sword dripping with the life-blood of our tradition, “who was a neighbor to the man?”  
 
Pastor Dave  
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Worship  
Do you like to discuss scriptures, and to bring your thoughts, ideas, 

questions, dilemmas? Do you like to read and discuss a poem closely? 

Do you like to hear other’s thoughts and to share your own? Do you 

like to laugh and kid? Then you might consider joining us for our 

monthly gathering.  

 

Among other things this monthly gathering is an opportunity to engage the scriptures for the month longer 

than the twenty minutes of the sermon and discussion, and to allow it to percolate. All are invited to join us.  

 

Scriptures for February  

 2/05 Matthew 5: 1-20 

 2/12 Matthew 5: 21-26 

 2/19 Matthew 5: 38-38 

 2/26     Dr. Rev. Dee Cooper will lead the service 

Worship & Creativity Group 

1st Tuesday of the month  

Feb. 7th & March 7th 

6:30-8:00 pm 

in the Commons room 

Ash Wednesday 

Ash Wednesday begins the season of Lent. It is a time of introspection and humility, of recognizing our place 
within God’s world, our limitations, and our need and openness to the Lord. We change our colors to purple, 
the color for seasons in the church year of introspection and repentance.  

We will share a joint worship service with First Plymouth at 7pm on March 1st, to be held in the chapel.  

March 5th is the first Sunday in the Lenten season which leads us to Palm Sunday, holy week and Easter 
Sunday. We will begin Lent by focusing on Jesus’ time in the wilderness, which ends with three temptations 
with Satan. We will spend some time with this story, unpacking the significance of these temptations and the 
significance of Jesus’ ability to see them for what they are and to resist as he prepared for the time of his 
ministry.  

The Temptation of Jesus 
4Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. 2 He fasted forty days and 
forty nights, and afterwards he was famished. 3 The tempter came and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, 
command these stones to become loaves of bread.” 4 But he answered, “It is written,  

‘One does not live by bread alone,  

but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.’ ”  
5 Then the devil took him to the holy city and placed him on the pinnacle of the temple, 6 saying to him, “If 

you are the Son of God, throw yourself down; for it is written,  

‘He will command his angels concerning you,’  

and ‘On their hands they will bear you up,  

so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.’ ”  
7 Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘Do not put the Lord 

your God to the test.’ ”  
8 Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and 

showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their 

splendor; 9 and he said to him, “All these I will give you, if 

you will fall down and worship me.” 10 Jesus said to him, “Away with you, Satan! for it is written,  

‘Worship the Lord your God,  

and serve only him.’ ”  
11 Then the devil left him, and suddenly angels came and waited on him. 

Scriptures for Lent: 

03/05 1st Sunday in Lent   Matthew 4:1-11 

03/12  2nd Sunday in Lent  Matthew 4:1-11 

03/19 3rd Sunday in Lent   Matthew 4:1-11 

03/26    John 9:1-41 

04/02    John 11:1-45 
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In this month of hearts we hope that love surrounds you as God’s love 

surrounds each and every one of us. 

This month the Early Childhood class, 3 years old through 

kindergarten, will be doing the unit on the Parables. The 

Bible Verse is “Everyone who has ears should pay 

attention” (Luke 8:8) and the Faith Point is  

“The class meets in Room B-26 with their team of 

teachers starting at 10:00 until the end of the worship 

service. 

The grades 1-4 class meet in the CE Center with their teachers Erika and 

Andrew Henkart and music director, Ben Westlund. The class runs from 10:00 

until 11:15. They will be doing a unit on the parable “The Mustard Seed”. 

The Grades 5-8, Bible Budz, will meet with their teachers Sam and Eileen 

Robinson in Room B-22 where they continue their in depth Bible studies. 

The Revelation Singers, grades 1-8, will be singing during the worship service 

in February 12. Be sure your children/youth attend Sunday school so they can 

learn the music. 

Vacation Bible School will be held June 19-23. 

Registration will be up soon so please watch the 

bulletins. This is a very fun week where the children do arts and crafts, music, 

science, games and Bible stories. VBS is open for children 4 through 5th 

grades. Youth entering sixth grade in the fall and older are eligible to be youth 

leaders and we need adult leaders for each age group and each activity. Please 

let Noanie or Co-Director Eileen Robinson know if you’re interested in 

helping with VBS. Vacation Bible School Sunday service will be held on June 

Kid’s Corner 

Thanks to  

Jennifer Milstead for 

agreeing to be the liaison 

to First Plymouth’s 

Children’s Ministry and 

Calvary, so Calvary 

parents are aware of 

child activities. 

DATE THEME BIBLE VERSE 

2/5/17 The Sower Luke 8:4-15 

2/12/17 The Good Samaritan Luke 10:25-37 

2/19/17 The Stories of the Lost Luke 15: 3-10 

2/26/17 The Forgiving Father Luke 15:11-32 

Highlands Camp 
Getting tired of snow and winter winds? Start thinking about the sunny summer ahead as you register your 

child for Highlands Summer Camps in 2017! There are two-night and five-night camps for children starting at 

3rd grade. There are also intergenerational camps for parents and children or grandparents and children. The 

camp offers a range of camps for children and adults of all ages! Register now at highlandscamp.org. 

Highlands Summer Camp is the perfect place for those interested in working with kids, serving as program 

leadership, preparing delicious meals, and helping maintain our facilities! Applicants must be at least 19 years 

old and be available to work from May 29 to July 31. Applicants can email Summer Camp Director, Steven 

Bohn at registrar@highlandscamp.org or apply online at highlandscamp.org.  Benefits include salary, room 

and board, paid training, and experiences to last a lifetime! 

The camp is looking for people to volunteer this summer. Here’s how you can help: Serve as a Volunteer 

Director or Nurse, send a child to camp on a scholarship, support your Youth Group as they participate in 

Mission Work Camp, or donate supplies for mission projects and crafts! Let Summer Camp Director, Steven 

Bohn, know how you would like to be involved at registrar@highlandscamp.org. 

http://www.highlandscamp.org
mailto:registrar@highlandscamp.org
http://www.highlandscamp.org
http://www.highlandscamp.org
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FIAT 
Give your used books a new use 

Coming this February, First Plymouth’s Whole Earth Group will be hosting another fabulous book drive for 

Reach Out and Read Colorado (ROR). One of the eco-friendly habits the Whole Earth encourages us to 

REUSE. An easy way to do this is to donate your gently used children’s books or by purchasing used books 

from Savers, Goodwill, and other sources. Those books will help fill the book shelves in the waiting rooms of 

the clinics for the underserved throughout the Denver area. After each visit, the youngsters can choose a book 

they would like to read at home and then keep. To help us fill this continuing need, we have prepared an 

information sheet (available at Mission Central) for you to share with friends and neighbors. Hopefully we 

will exceed the 600 books you donated last year. Please help us fill the ROR book bins which will be in the 

Sunday School area and at Mission Central from February 5th to February 26th. ROR Colorado focuses 

intervention efforts on providing families with tools to raise their children in literacy, rich environments, and 

empowering parents to step into the role as their child’s first and most important teacher. Research shows that 

the power of parenting and early intervention can break the cycle of poverty. 

 Adult Education 
Life, Death, and Dying – An upcoming Series for this spring to be held either 

before worship or directly following.  

Numerous conversations have led to talk about this upcoming series that Ruth 

M. Huff and Pastor Dave are working on. Conversations about caring for 

aging parents, conversations about planning for one’s own death. Everything 

from estate planning to coming to a sense of peace. The more these little 

conversations have popped up I have become more cognizant how much death 

is a part of our experience of life. So it seems appropriate to engage these 

questions, anxieties, concerns, and opportunities directly. 

More information will be coming soon. If you would like to be part of the 

conversation and organizing this series, please let Pastor Dave know. If you 

have suggestions, ideas, or additional topics that pertain, please pass them 

along.  

Ash Wednesday 

March 1, 2017 

Joint worship service with 

First Plymouth at  

7:00 pm on March 1st 

in the chapel 
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March 
4 Jadyn Lewis 

6   Edna Waters 

7 Bertha Magee  

9 Adam Caskey 

16 Rob Dukes 
20 Richard Wiest 

31 Ruth Huff 

Calvary Book Club met on January 9, in the Commons Room at 1:30. Eight of 

us were there to talk about "The Little Paris Bookshop," by Nina George. It got 

mixed reviews but a good discussion. On February 13, same place, same time, 

we will discuss “Everything I Never Told You” by Celeste Ng. We have some 

interesting books lined up for future meetings so we hope you will join us. 

Nancy Fischer 

 

Daytimers is a group of Calvary members and friends who meet for lunch at a 

restaurant once a month for food and fellowship. Anyone wishing to join us 

would only need to let Edna Waters (303-759-5647) know by the Monday prior 

to the Wednesday lunch. The following is the schedule for 2017. 

 

February 22  Mimi’s Café  205 S Abilene Street, Aurora 

March 22  La Fugata  8670 E Evans Street, Denver 

April 19  Olive Garden   2390 S Havana, Aurora 

May 24  Bull and Bush   4700 Cherry Creek South Drive, Glendale 

June 28  NY Deli News  7105 Hampden Avenue, Denver 

July 26  Rendezvous   2888 S Heather Gardens Way, Aurora 

August 23  Golden Shanghai  1412 S Parker Road A134, Denver 

September 27  Red Lobster   10854 E Alameda Avenue, Aurora 

October 25  Piccolo’s  3563 S Monaco Street, Denver 

November 29  The Egg and I  560 S Holly Street, Denver 

The Calvary Book Club 

meets monthly on the 

Second Monday of each 

month from 1:30-3:30 p.m. 

in the Commons Room. 

Please join us. 

Torrey Evans, Ruth Lewis’ grandson, attended Calvary’s church school while 
he was in elementary school. After a year at Colorado Mesa University in 

Grand Junction, CO, Torrey decided he didn’t want to continue school. He has 
joined the US Marine Corps and just completed boot camp in San Diego. He 
turned 21 on December 20 while in boot camp so his family missed Halloween, 

Thanksgiving, his 21st birthday, Christmas, and New Year's with him this past 
season. He returns to Camp Pendleton on January 31st for a month of further 
combat training and then probably to Camp Le Jeune, NC for Administration 

School Training before receiving his first duty assignment. He is happy and 
excited about the Humanitarian assignments he’ll qualify to do. He hopes to 
apply for embassy training in a couple of years. Ruth asks that we keep him in 

our thoughts and prayers, and she will send along his address once he’s trained 
and at a duty station so that his Calvary friends may send cards or notes of 
encouragement as he continues his career in the Marine Corps. 

I emailed Ruth Lewis to check on Torrey and thought that Calvary members 

might enjoy an update on him. Some of hIs church school teachers were Anne 

Baldrige, Julie Christiansen, Kristie Karn, Ruby Maenpa, Kathie Chichester, 

Peter Schneider, and Jan Charter. 

 

February 
2 Holly Pettit 
 Abby Pettit 

3 Noah Caskey 

 7   Dorothy Price 

10  Barbara Ellis 

13  Milo Hector 

16  Adam Hector 

23   Helen Burnett 
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Session, 6:30PM 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 
March 1 – Ash Wednesday Service 

Joint Service with FP  - 7:00 PM in the Chapel 

February 2017 

Worship, 10AM 

Fellowship, 11AM 

Choir Rehearsal, 7PM 

Pastor Dave Out 

Deacons, 2:00 PM- BR 

Worship Discussion, 

  6:30 PM - BR 

Knitwit Sewciety,  

10:00 AM  - Lib. 

Thursday Circle,  

1:00 PM - CR  

Men’s Breakfast,  

8:00 AM 

Book Club, 

1:30 PM - CR 

Daytimers,  

Mimi’s Café - 11:30 AM 

Session, 

6:30 PM –BR 

Communion 

Pastor Dave Out 
Rev. Dee Cooper  

in the Pulpit 

Children’s Used/New  

Book Drive 

February 5 –26, 2017 
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Please  

place  

stamp  

here 

Calvary Presbyterian Church 

3501 S. Colorado Blvd.,  

Englewood, CO 80113 

Phone: 303.756.5042 

calvarypresdenver.org 

office.calvarypresdenver@gmail.com 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30 31  

March 2017 

Worship, 10AM 

Fellowship, 11AM 

Choir Rehearsal, 7PM 

Deacons, 2:00 PM- BR 

Worship Discussion, 

  6:30 PM - BR 

Knitwit Sewciety,  

10:00 AM  - Lib. 

Thursday Circle,  

1:00 PM - CR  

Men’s Breakfast,  

8:00 AM 

Book Club, 

1:30 PM - CR 

Daytimers,  

La Fogata - 11:30 AM 

Session, 

6:30 PM –BR 

Communion 

Ash Wednesday, 

7:00 PM - 

Chapel 


