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August/September 2016 

What is Growing in You?  
It takes all summer, or so it seems, for our garden to start bearing fruit. But fruit comes. Watering, working the 
soil, amending. And when the harvest starts to come it is rewarding, like biting into the bright flesh of a flavor-
full summer tomato, and you wonder what those mealy things were that you have been eating all winter.  

Growth. Slow. Easy to overlook at times. Sometimes not what you were expecting, but growth nonetheless. 
What is growing in you? How have you grown? Is it that bright smile growth of enjoyment, or that gnawing 
pain like Abby who comes down the stairs groaning from time to time as her bones are expanding?  

I asked our Session at our last meeting this question: how are you growing this summer? They all answered, 
which made me realize I hadn’t given sufficient time to my own question. It forced me to consider my own 
question, and with some time to percolate I’ve started to see. I think I’m learning in each season how to 

achieve some balance in my life, taking my health 
seriously, and being present to my growing kids lest I 
turn around and they are driving out of the driveway 
on their own. I am learning how to break from my 
parenting fundamentalism; to lean in closer to my 
kids, and learn how different they are from each oth-
er, and to adapt my parenting to those differences. 
I’m learning this takes a lot of energy, and I some-
times groan from the growth.  

I’m growing through poetry and art and music. I’m 
soaking in the process of paring the scriptures to flex-
ible tissue of poetry, expressing questions and emo-
tions. I’m soaking in the conversation that these dif-
ferent media bring, soaking in the conversations that 
come after the sermon, the conversations I have with 
my academic friends and colleagues.  

 

I don’t know what the end game is. Sometimes we gear life towards targeted or expected ends. I’m not sure 
what to expect, or know where my academic pursuits are leading, or where Calvary Presbyterian Church will 
be in ten years. And without known ends to aim for, it calls for a different kind of growth and movement; one 
not rooted in a tangible end, but growth nonetheless – pressing in, deepening, enriching, evolving, changing, 
fruit producing growth.  

We will gather on Tuesday evening August 23rd and we will be talking of such things: Spiritual growth. We 
have lifted up the value of spiritual growth as a church. But what does that mean? What does it mean for you? 
How do we express this? How do we go about it? I hope you’ll come out on the 23rd and add your voice to the 
conversation. And I hope you’ll give some thought to my question, though it may take some time to percolate, 
as it did for me.  

Grace and Peace,  

 

Pastor Dave  

M e s s e n ge r  
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“The Seven of Pentacles” by Marge Piercy 
Under a sky the color of pea soup 

she is looking at her work growing away there 

actively, thickly like grapevines or pole beans 

as things grow in the real world, slowly enough. 

If you tend them properly, if you mulch, if you water, 

if you provide birds that eat insects a home and winter food, 

if the sun shines and you pick off caterpillars, 

if the praying mantis comes and the lady bugs and the bees, 

then the plants flourish, but at their own internal clock. 

Connections are made slowly, sometimes they grow underground. 

You cannot tell always by looking what is happening. 

More than half a tree is spread out in the soil under your feet. 

Penetrate quietly as the earthworm that blows no trumpet. 

Fight persistently as the creeper that brings down the tree. 

Spread like the squash plant that overruns the garden. 

Gnaw in the dark and use the sun to make sugar. 

Weave real connections, create real nodes, build real houses. 

Live a life you can endure: make love that is loving. 

Keep tangling and interweaving and taking more in, 

a thicket and bramble wilderness to the outside but to us 

interconnected with rabbit runs and burrows and lairs. 

Live as if you liked yourself, and it may happen: 

reach out, keep reaching out, keep bringing in. 

This is how we are going to live for a long time: not always, 

for every gardener knows that after the digging, after 

      the planting, 

after the long season of tending and growth, the harvest comes. 

  Flu Shot Clinic 
The nurses arrive Sunday, September 

18th before church and are set-up and 

ready to begin giving shots by 9 a.m. 

They also give shots after service and 

are usually all cleaned up and ready to 

go by 12:45.  

People wait along the hall leading to the 

Brides' Room, a staff person checks peo-

ple in and takes care of the insurance 

paperwork. There is a nurse is in the 

Brides' Room in case folks need to make 

wardrobe adjustments to receive 

the shot. 

They have a pretty efficient system after 

years of providing this service at FP. 

August 21st – Fall Family Sunday!  
As kids head back to school, and as Sunday school will soon start 

up soon, and as we emerge from our divergent summer schedules, 

we will take the opportunity to celebrate our kids and families! We 

will intentionally involve our kids in the service, have a children’s 

time, invite them to do the readings. I hope you will make plans to 

be with us on this special Sunday!  

August 23rd – Congregational Potluck 
and Discussion Night 
Bring your thoughts and questions on August 23rd at 6:30 p.m. for 
discussion night and a potluck. 

We look forward to seeing how the Lord leads us in this new sea-
son of Calvary’s life and ministry.  
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Conversation after Worship on August 14th: Looking to Our Future 
News from Calvary’s Investment Subcommittee 
Investment Subcommittee:  Adam Hector, Edie Lovegren and Drew Tyrie 

 
Shortfall: Over the past 5 years, our expenses have exceeded our donations. We anticipate this shortfall to re-
main at approximately $50,000 per year: 

   
Note: We had extraordinary high expenses associated with our moves in 2013 and 2015 

Agreed Upon Solution: Leverage the Holly Street property proceeds ($1,050,000) to cover annual shortfalls.  
Accordingly, we initiated quarterly distributions of $12,500 effective August 1, 2016: 

 
Investment Performance: It is the goal of the Investment Subcommittee to manage the investment portfolio 
to cover this $50,000 annual shortfall without reducing the principal in the investment account. To date perfor-
mance: 

 
There is no guarantee that investment income will continue to exceed our shortfall in subsequent months and 
years. 

Looking to Future Ministry 
After a couple years of significant uncertainty and questions about Calvary’s future, we have landed on stable 
ground here at First Plymouth. We find ourselves now in a situation with lower expenses, greater resources in 
terms of a great partnership with FP and a great children’s ministry for our children, and without the mainte-
nance of facilities to worry about.  
 

So what now?  

This is the question Session has been entertaining in the last several months. Now that we have landed in a 
place with new opportunities and resources, what does Calvary’s future look like?  

Financially, the investment subcommittee’s report shows that we are aiming to leverage the investments that 
came from the sale of the Holly street property to supplement our giving. The number of approximately 50k is 
what Session feels is both what we need right now and what is sustainable annually while maintaining the prin-
ciple value. So between the commitment and generosity of the congregation and the supplemental income of 
about 50k from the investments combined with our more economical arrangement with FP, we feel we have a 
financial foundation for continued ministry.  
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Title: Mending Socks, Archibald J . Motley, J r . 

What does spiritual look like?  

Having laid out our foundation financially, we really want to turn our attention to our ministry – to exploring 
and investing in each other and the opportunities for meaningful ministry together. In the past couple years we 
identified three aspects to who Calvary is:  

 A Caring Community – caring for each other physically, emotionally and spiritually. 

 Reaching out – ministries of compassion  

 Growing Spiritually 

In this season we want to press into these things. What do these mean to us? What have they meant in the past, 
and how might we explore and express these things today. What does it mean to care for each other? What do 
we mean by reaching out? Are we reaching out, or how might we reach out in a way that feels natural but also 
that stretches us a bit?  

Our August 23rd potluck and discussion night is intended to be our first opportunity to begin intentional conver-
sation around these aspects of who Calvary is. We will start with the third – growing spiritually. What does this 
mean for you? What does it look like? What fosters it?  

Bring your thoughts and questions on the 23rd. We hope you’ll join us! And we look forward to seeing how the 
Lord leads us in this new season of Calvary’s life and ministry.  

 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Dave  

2016 Leadership Work Group Events 
Saturday, August 20th, 2016 
Mini-Wilder Soul Retreat-Grand Lake 
You may have already heard it - your Soul's Call - a completely unreasonable and irrational invitation do 
something for which you feel totally unprepared. Perhaps this is how the wild Baptist’s followers first felt 
when he pointed them to the mystery man, Jesus. When asked, “Where are you staying?” Jesus’ response to 
these timid and unready followers is the seemingly absurd invitation of the soul itself, “Come, and you will 
see.” 

“Say Yes to Courage: Deep Belonging and Wild Imagination” will explore the terrain of authentic spiritual 
courage through the invitation to deep belonging and imagination.  

Beginning Saturday afternoon following the August Assembly and concluding on Sunday morning, you will 
have the opportunity to relax and deepen your friendships with colleagues in ministry. Practices will include 
self-designed ceremony, invitations to solo exercises wandering the land, creative expression, journaling, 
small group work, and council.  

 

http://www.calvarypresdenver.org/events/2016/4/28/2016-leadership-work-group-events
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Calvary Book Club  
The Calvary Book Club met on August 8th in the Commons Room. We had a 

good discussion on the book “Still Life With Bread Crumbs” by Anna Quinlan. 

It made all of us think about things in our own lives that correlated with the 

book. We look forward to “Undress Me in the Temple of Heaven” by Susan 

Jane Gilman. Sherri Larson will lead that discussion on September 12th. All are 

welcome to join us. Reading the book is optional. 

All are welcome to join us! 

  Calvary Choir 
The Calvary Choir will begin rehearsals again on September 

14th 7:00 p.m. in the Chapel. Please join us if you enjoying 

singing. If you have any questions, please contact Dean. 

 August 
Bruce Ackley, 8/8 

Dean Larson, 8/8 

Sue Vodehnal, 8/17 

Craig Karn, 8/30 

Vene Leichliter, 8/31 

September 
Jennifer Milstead, 9/9 

Anne Baldrige. 9/12 

Sheryl Campbell. 9/21 

Ruth Lewis, 9/22 

Annie Milstead. 9/23 

Nancy Osborn. 9/24 

Cathy Jaynes, 9/26 

Heather Hector, 9/30 

Calvary for all the food donations you have made to 

the Southwest Community Ministry Food Bank. 

The collection item for June/July -  canned vegeta-

bles - netted 67 pounds of food which was made up 

of 63 cans of various vegetables and beans.  

The collection item for August is  

pasta/rice. 

Calvary Book Club will 

meet on Monday, Septem-

ber 12th in the Common 

Room at 1:30 p.m. 

     Listen to the Mustn’ts 
   by Shel Silverstein 

 Listen to the MUSTN'TS, child, 

        Listen to the DON'TS 

        Listen to the SHOULDN'TS 

 The IMPOSSIBLES, the WONT'S 

        Listen to the NEVER HAVES 

 Then listen close to me- 

  Anything can happen, child, 

 ANYTHING can be 
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From our Friends at First Plymouth 
Children’s Corner From First Plymouth’s Director of Children’s Ministries—
Noanie O’Brien Geistert 
 With any luck, I have been back at work for the last 10 days with my brand 
new ankle. You will not see me doing the jig any time soon but the surgery was 
a success! 

 It’s hard to believe that school has begun and we will be starting OUR new 
year in the coming weeks! 

     Before we do anything else, Parents, 
please go to the following link to sign up 
your children for Sunday school. We need 
all children attending the nursery through 
8th grade so we can get important needed 
information like allergies, etc.  

     Children infant through 2 years old are 
welcome in our nursery, which opens at 
9:30. Please sign your child in at the table 
outside the nursery and place a name tag 
on your child and on their diaper bag and 
any cups or bottles you are bringing in for 
them. Due to food allergies, all items must 
be clearly marked. Please let the nursery 

director know if your child has any known allergies by filling out a new nursery 
registration card. Katie Haas, Whitney Andreasen, Alyssa McKenna, Tyler An-
dreasen and Emily Depper are our childcare staff. 

 We are so blessed to have so many folks volunteering to teach Sunday school 
this year. Our Early Childhood teams are returning, minus 1, for yet another 
year so our 3 year olds through kindergarten are all set! They meet every Sun-
day at 10:00 in Room B-26.  We welcome our new teacher, Jennifer Milstead 
from Calvary Presbyterian, who will team with Ingrid Johnson on the 4th Sun-
day of the month. 

 This month they will be doing the unit Joseph. Their Bible verse is “The Lord 
was with Joseph (Genesis 39:2) and their Anchor Point is “God is with us wher-
ever we go.” 

September: Joseph and his coat 

October: 10 Commandments 

November: Ruth 

December: Birth of Jesus (Luke 2) 

January: Baptism of Jesus 

February: Mustard Seed 

March: Feeding of 5,000 

April: *John 21 

May: Psalms Proverbs 

 

 

First Plymouth’s  
Community Fall Fair   
Sunday, September11th:  
First Plymouth’s Commu-
nity Fall Fair is an annual 
tradition returning Sunday, 
September 11 following 
the service in Plymouth 
Hall.  

Every Coordinated Area of 
Ministry (CAM) and other 
small groups at FP will be 
represented, sharing their 
programs with members 
and friends. Snacks will be 
provided for attendees and 
children’s activities will be 
provided. Come and learn 
about every possible oppor-
tunity there is for you to be 
a part of our beloved com-
munity.  

Teacher Training 
There will be a Safety 

Training for teachers fol-

lowing worship on Sunday, 

August 28th. All working 

with children and youth 

should attend this training. 

It should not be more than 

one hour.  

FP’s Thursday Afternoon Circle 
 Starting September all church women and friends are invited and encouraged to attend Thursday Afternoon 
Circle meetings on the second Thursday of each month at 1:00 p.m. in the Commons Room. You are assured 
fun, fellowship, and the feeding of mind, body, and soul as you enjoy light refreshments followed by varied 
speakers who are interesting and informative. There is a brief time of devotions at the close of the session. 
     Speakers, including three First Plymouth members, will acquaint you with kitchen tools/gadgets used most-
ly in earlier days; the art collection owned by the Church; and the nature of and identification of our fine, 
feathered, flying friends, the birds. Laura Daily, co-author of a weekly feature in the Denver Post will eluci-
date as to how to live “Mile High on the Cheap.” Ann Martin will come with “Tibetan Singing Bowls” to 
show their use and meaning; and Nancy Foster shares her knowledge about “The History of American Food.” 
The Senior Luncheon in December, and the May Luncheon add variety to the monthly programs. Please join 
us. You are most welcome! 

 Donations by the attendees at each meeting help toward minimal expenses and allow us to make dona-
tions to mission projects. Canned goods, baby items, and personal items are collected on a rotating basis 
for the Can Do cupboard. 

http://www.calvarypresdenver.org/events/2016/4/28/2016-leadership-work-group-events
https://firstplymouthchurch.wufoo.com/forms/kdp0eri0r9vvg4/
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From FIAT on the 2016 School Supply Drive 
Calvary and First Plymouth collected school supplies over the month of July, then on Sunday July 31 follow-
ing worship service, Calvary members packed forty-three back packs for grades kindergarten through fifth 
grade for Kenton Elementary School in Aurora. We also provided several boxes of school uniforms, some sev-
enteen additional empty backpacks, and over two hundred dollars worth of school supplies. The supplies were 
delivered on Tuesday, August 2nd and very much appreciated by School Principal Heather Woodward and her 
staff. Mrs. Woodward said that the school had seen a large increase in enrollment this year and most of the 
students come from low income families. The school supplies will get many of these students off to a good 
start. 
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2016 Congregation 

Picnic 
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The Presbytery Mission Agencies Take on Gun Violence 
The Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) has a 30-year history of support for gun control legislation. Beginning in the 

late 1960s, in response to the assassinations of public leaders, the General Assembly called for “… control [of] 

the sale and possession of fire arms of all kinds.”(1) In 1976 this statement was reaffirmed, but also specifically 

worded to “… not cover shotguns and rifles used legitimately by sportsmen …”(2) In 1988 these and other 

statements supporting gun control were again reaffirmed. 

A fuller statement was approved in 1990. In it the General Assembly went on record as: 

Support[ing] gun control at federal, state, and local levels as the most effective response to the present crisis of 

gun violence … 

Call[ing] upon the United States government to establish meaningful and effective federal legislation to regu-

late the importation, manufacture, sale, and possession of guns and ammunition by the general public. Such 

legislation should include provisions for the registration and licensing of gun purchasers and owners, appropri-

ate background investigations and waiting periods prior to gun purchase, and regulation of subsequent sale. 

Urg[ing] the enactment of similar state and local laws, should such federal legislation be delayed. 

Call[ing] upon government agencies at all levels to provide significant assistance to victims of gun violence 

and their families.(3) 

In 1998, the General Assembly added to its policy by calling on all Presbyterians to: 

intentionally work toward removing handguns and assault weapons from our homes and our communities; and 

seek ways to develop community strategies and create sanctuaries of safety for our children, so that all of our 

children may come to identify and value themselves and others as the precious children of the family of God 

that they are, and that they may come to learn peace for their lives and peace for this generation.(4) 

In 2000, the General Assembly reaffirmed the church’s commitment to gun control and called for strengthen-

ing gun ownership legislation.(5) 

In 2008, the General Assembly approved pastoral recommendations urging that: 

all persons buying guns at gun shows undergo a background check to close the gun show loophole in 35 states; 

ban the sale and possession of large ammunition magazines and assault weapons that have no redeemable so-

cial purpose, and cannot legitimately be termed “sporting guns”; 

support the introduction of new technologies, such as micro-stamping in which identifying information from a 

gun is transferred onto bullet cartridges, which allow law enforcement to more easily trace guns and solve 

crimes; and stop illegal arms sales by the United States and others.(6) 
 

(1) Minutes of the 116th General Assembly (1976), Presbyterian Church in the United States, p. 103. 

(2) Minutes of the 128th General Assembly (1988), Presbyterian Church in the United States, p. 209. 

(3) Minutes of the 202nd General Assembly (1990), Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), pp. 605-606. 

(4) Commissioners’ Resolution 98-19, 210th General Assembly (1998), Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). 

(5) Minutes of the 212th General Assembly (2000), Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), pp. 482-483. 

(6) Minutes of the 218th General Assembly (2008), Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), pp. 54-55 and 859-860.  
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Please  

place  

stamp  

here 
Calvary Presbyterian Church 

3501 S. Colorado Blvd.,  

Englewood, CO 80113 

Phone: 303.756.5042 

calvarypresdenver.org 

office.calvarypresdenver@gmail.com 

September 2016 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 

 

15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30  

August Calendar 

Sun., Aug. 21st - Family First Sunday 

Tues., August 23rd  6:30 p.m. - Congr. potluck and discussion 

Wed., Aug. 24th - 11:30 a.m.—Daytimers, Cheese Cake Factory  

Sun., Aug. 28th - 11:30 a.m.—Coordinating Committee   

 

Book Club, 

1:30PM 

Men’s Breakfast, 

8AM 

Session, 6:30PM Birthday Celebrations 

Daytimers, 

Mimi’s Cafe, 

11:30AM 

Deacons, 

4:30PM 

Choir Resumes, 

7PM 

Crafters 

11AM 

Church office  

closed 


