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"Depiction of Joseph Reuniting With His Brothers" by Sieger Köder. 

 

Pastor Article:  

 

Schemers. Naïve. Fearful men who have trouble speaking under pressure. These are the central figures in the 

narratives of Genesis and Exodus that feature in our scriptures during the past few and upcoming several 

weeks. God working good through flawed people, through families that are plagued by dysfunctional patterns, 

through much stress, heartache, and difficulty. But there are moments, moments that stand out like a candle in 

the pitch dark; moments of reconciliation. Moments of tenderness, of touch, of water on parched ground, of 

tears of joy over re-connection, of new perspective on how God has been present and active. 

 

Esau embracing his brother Jacob, who had swindled him out of his birthright. An embrace of forgiveness. An 

embrace that chooses relationship over retribution. An embrace that holds the potential for a different way. Or 



 2 

Joseph embracing his brothers; the brothers who sold him as a product in a world of human trafficking. After 

many lonely years, they embrace once again, and news comes back to a father who thought he would never 

see his son again. Or Moses, who has a heart of compassion, as evidenced when he intervenes for slaves being 

beaten, or women being mistreated at the well in Midian. He has a heart of compassion but is plagued by his 

own failures and questions of identity, and God calls him from the back of beyond, to be a reconciling figure.  

 

These are stories of great human pathos, and even greater moments of divine touch, of reconciliation and 

hope. Moments where our deepest longings and thirsts are slated: for belonging, for healing, for embrace, for 

reconciliation, for compassion to win out over hate and violence.  

 

These are ancient stories, that speak of realities that are all too contemporary. Stories that speak of the 

potential for God’s kingdom to come on earth, even while those in power saber-rattle with arsenals of nuclear 

weapons. Even while the rulers of the earth would dispense with a million lives just to satisfy their pride, and 

likely still sleep well enough at night. But these old narratives speak of the redemptive potential even in the 

scheming, naïvity and fearfulness of us human beings. They speak of a God who hears cries, and who works 

in the darkness to bring good, to use the things we would rather discard. These narratives speak of a God who 

calls us to walk in faith, to embrace our lost brothers, to choose reconciliation over recompense, to be candle 

whose meager flames shines brightly in the darkness.   

 

Pastor Dave 

 

What You Missed that Day You Were Absent from Fourth Grade 

Brad Aaron Modlin  

Mrs. Nelson explained how to stand still and listen 

to the wind, how to find meaning in pumping gas, 

how peeling potatoes can be a form of prayer. She took 

questions on how not to feel lost in the dark. 

After lunch she distributed worksheets 

that covered ways to remember your grandfather’s 

voice. Then the class discussed falling asleep 

without feeling you had forgotten to do something else — 

something important — and how to believe 

the house you wake in is your home. This prompted 

Mrs. Nelson to draw a chalkboard diagram detailing 

how to chant the Psalms during cigarette breaks, 

and how not to squirm for sound when your own thoughts 

are all you hear; also, that you have enough. 

The English lesson was that I am  

is a complete sentence. 

And just before the afternoon bell, she made the math equation 

look easy. The one that proves that hundreds of questions, 

and feeling cold, and all those nights spent looking 

for whatever it was you lost, and one person 

add up to something. 
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FIAT 

Faith-In-Action Team: School Supply Drive Results 
During July Calvary members collected school supplies for Kenton Elementary School in 

Aurora. On July 30th, members gathered and filled 41 backpacks with school supplies 

which were delivered the following week. Two boxes of additional school supplies were 

also delivered. Thanks to Sue Vodehnal for the additional boxes of school clothing for the 

children. The spirit of giving and generosity is amazing at Calvary. Thanks to all who participated. 

August 27th Cathy Jaynes: “Talk About Grief”  Commons Room - following worship 

September 13th Choir Rehearsal Restart Knight Chapel - 7:00 PM 

October 5th Harvest Potluck Commons Area - following worship 

October 29th 

Trip to Nick’s Garden 

We had some much fun last year at Nick's Gar-

den we are anticipating a similar event again this 

fall; a chance to have fun and fellowship together. 

Open to all, but tailored to our younger ones. 

Following worship 

December 3rd Soups & Carols Common Room - Following worship  
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The Presbytery of Denver and the Leadership Retreat Are “Opening the Door.

… and Crossing the Threshold, Coming In to Go Out.” This retreat affirms that 

we've been called by Christ to go out into the world.   Come and learn with us, 

join us in crossing the threshold of our safe and predictable church and 

following Jesus’ call to change the world. Registration is highlandscamp.org     

for November 10 & 11, which includes dinner Friday, breakfast & 

lunch Saturday, and lodging Friday night in the Retreat Center. The bonus 

event Sunday the 12th is from 2-4 pm at Wellshire Presbyterian Church. For 

complete information, go to denpres.org.  

 

Nominating Committee: In search of a member 
In keeping with church by-laws, we elect a nominating committee each year, 

who in turn nominates those who serve as Deacons and Elders. In the next 

month, we need to identify one person “at large” (meaning not currently serving 

as an elder or deacon) to be a member of the nominating committee. Is this a 

role you are able to fill? Let David Cooper (chair of the nominating committee) 

or Pastor Dave know if you are interested, willing, or eager.   

 Thank You Calvary Pres! 

Under the sponsorship of Calvary, Elliott Milstead attended Highlands Presbyterian Camp 

this summer.  

 

Calvary also sponsored 6 kids to attend VBS, and those six kids invited an additional 5 

friends to join them. Eleven of the forty VBS kids were affiliated with Calvary.   

August  September  

August 13th Genesis 37:1-28 September 3rd Exodus 3:1-15 

August 20th Genesis 45:1-15 September 17th Rev. Joel Adams will be 

present and preach as  

Pastor Dave will be off 

for study leave the  

11-17th.   

August 27th Exodus 1:8-2:10  

Lectionary  
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It is hard to believe that summer is going to begin to wind down and schools will be starting up again! August 

is always a busy month. This month we offer Summer Sunday School on 

August 13 and August 20 in the CE Center. The Sunday after Labor Day, 

September 10, will be the first day for Sunday school for the 2017-2018 

program year.  

Teachers are needed for the 2017-2018 program year for Grades 1-4. Choose from a three-week rotation each 

month concentrating on a new theme every month. We need two teachers each for September, October, 

November, December, April, and May. Kudos to Dr. Phyliss Updike, Annie Nestor, Pam Schmidt, Beth Tice, 

Margi Heinen, and Kim Wooldridge for their commitment. If you have any questions or are interested in 

joining the teaching team during one of the open months, please contact Noanie Geistert at 

fpchildren@firstplymouthchurch.org. Thank you!  

Children Ministries would like to congratulate the new director of First Plymouth’s Learning Center, Kiesha 

Howe. We look forward to having a long and successful partnership with her and her staff. If your child is 

entering the third grade or higher, and have not taken the Introduction to the Bible class, this is their chance. 

Berkeley Rich will be teaching this 5-week course starting September 10 during the Sunday school hour. At the 

conclusion of the class, the students will be receiving their own Bible during Worship service. Another 

heartfelt thank you again this month to my guardian angel, Marilyn Ehrhardt, as she continues to help us in 

Children’s Ministries get organized in the Resource room, the CE Center, and the Children’s Library. We 

appreciate her efforts more than words can say!  

CALLING ALL YOUTH!!! Do you enjoy working with children, need to get some volunteer  hours in, or  

just like to be helpful? Sign up with Noanie to assist in our Early Childhood class this new school year. Please 

commit to working one Sunday a month from September to May. Parents, if you have a youth at home, please 

talk to them about this! Each new school year a new Sunday school registration must be completed for each 

child. If you know your child will be attending Sunday school this coming year, please complete a registration 

for them. You can sign up multiple children on the same registration form. Click HERE to REGISTER, please 

Thank you! Children’s Ministries Noanie 

Kid’s Corner  Noanie O’Brien Geistert, Director, fpchildren@firstplymouthchurch.org  

CLICK TO REGISTER FOR  

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

 

August  

 8  Bruce Ackley 
 8  Dean Larson 
17 Sue Vodehnal 

30 Craig Karn 

September 

 9 Jennifer Milstead 
12 Anne Baldrige 

22 Ruth Lewis 
23 Annie Milstead 
26 Cathy Jaynes 

30 Heather Hector  

 

mailto:fpchildren@firstplymouthchurch.org
https://www.firstplymouthchurch.org/nursery-and-sunday-school-registration/
mailto:fpchildren@firstplymouthchurch.org
https://www.firstplymouthchurch.org/nursery-and-sunday-school-registration/
https://www.firstplymouthchurch.org/nursery-and-sunday-school-registration/
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August 2017 

Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30 31  

September 2017 

Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat 

Golden Shanghai: 1412 S Parker Rd., Denver, CO 80231  

Red Lobster: 10854 E Alameda Ave, Aurora, CO, 80012 

1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

Calvary Worship: 10:00 AM 

Fellowship, 11:00 AM 
Taking About Grief 

Following worship - 

CR 

Book Club, 

1:30 PM - CR 

Daytimers,   

Golden Shanghai: 

11:30 AM 

Deacons, 2PM - BR 

Worship & Creativity 

Group, 6:30 PM – CR 

Thursday Circle,  

1 PM  - CR  

Men’s Breakfast,  

8 AM 

Session, 

6:30 PM – BR 

Musical Guest 

Sarah Whitnah 

Book Club, 

1:30 PM – CR 

Daytimers,   

Red Lobster:  

11:30 AM 

Church office closed 

9/17 

FP Flu Shot Clinic 

9 AM – BR 

Musical Guest 

Sarah Whitnah 

Choir Resumes, 

7 PM 

Pulpit Supply  

Joel Adams 
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PC(USA) leaders condemn white supremacy, racism 
Charlottesville religious leaders praised; misuse of scripture decried 

I 
n the wake of a weekend of violence in Charlottesville, Virginia fomented by the “alt-right,” four top 

leaders of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) today issued a statement condemning white supremacy and 

racism. 

The leaders – General Assembly co-moderators Jan Edmiston and T. Denise Anderson, Presbyterian 

Mission Agency Interim Executive Director Tony De La Rosa, and General Assembly Stated Clerk J. Herbert 

Nelson, II -- praised the “faithful witness” of church leaders, especially those in Charlottesville, and acknowl-

edged that “Scripture has been misused to justify white supremacy and racism.” 

The statement further declares that “White supremacy and racism stand in stark, irreconcilable contradiction 

to God’s intention for humanity” and acknowledges the church’s historic complicity in systemic racism in the 

U.S. And the leaders commit the church to “stand against, speak against and work against racism and white 

supremacy, this day and every day.” 

The full text of the statement, issued August 14: 

In the aftermath of the events of August 11 and 12 in Charlottesville, the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) reaf-

firms its condemnation of white supremacy and racism, names them as sin, and renews its commitment to dis-

rupting them and working for justice and equity. 

We give thanks for the presence and faithful witness of church members who stand against white supremacy 

and racism. Individually and collectively the church, including Presbyterians, stood against hate in Char-

lottesville. Individually and collectively the church, including Presbyterians, works to disrupt racism and to 

build racial equity in places across the country. We grieve for Heather Heyer, who was killed while standing 

witness; we grieve for state police officers H. Jay Cullen and Berke Bates, who died in a helicopter crash 

while monitoring events in Charlottesville; we pray for the recovery of all who were injured. 

We acknowledge that Scripture has been misused to justify white supremacy and racism. However, we pro-

claim that the Bible’s message presents a far more consistent and insistent witness to God’s love for diversity 

and justice. This may be observed in God’s delight in the varied creation; heard in the words of prophets who 

reject oppression and commend justice as true worship; seen in the life and ministry of Jesus Christ, who val-

ues all persons regardless of any aspect of their identity; and experienced through the work of the Holy Spirit, 

who consistently blows through all the divisions we create, to reveal God’s love for all humanity. 

White supremacy and racism stand in stark, irreconcilable contradiction to God’s intention for humanity. They 

reject part of the human family and are utterly contrary to God’s Word made incarnate in Jesus. They are idol-

atries that elevate human-created hierarchies over God’s freely given grace and love. They are lies about the 

human family, for they seek to say that some people are less than other people. They are lies about God be-

cause they falsely claim that God favors some people over the entirety of creation. 

But as we give thanks, we acknowledge the church’s complicity in the creation of white supremacy and rac-

ism. We confess the church’s failure in challenging and disrupting white supremacy and racism. Too often we 

have accepted the status quo. Too often we have stood silent in the face of injustice and oppression. 

By God’s grace may we remember the events in Charlottesville; repent of our acquiescence and failures; and 

renew our commitment to proclaim and live the good news of Jesus Christ. May that commitment lead us to 

stand against, speak against and work against racism and white supremacy, this day and every day. 

May it be so. Amen. 

 

Rev. Dr. J. Herbert Nelson, II Stated Clerk of the General Assembly 

Tony De La Rosa 

Interim Executive Director - Presbyterian Mission Agency 

Rev. T. Denise Anderson & Rev. Dr. Jan Edmiston 

Co-Moderators of the 222nd General Assembly (2016) 
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Please  

place  

stamp  

here 

Calvary Presbyterian Church 

3501 S. Colorado Blvd.,  

Englewood, CO 80113 

Phone: 303.756.5042 

calvarypresdenver.org 

office.calvarypresdenver@gmail.com 

A Prayer after Violence in Charlottesville 
by Laurie A. Kraus,  Presbyterian Disaster Assistance  

God of justice, who sees into the hearts of all, 

    your Light outshines the feeble flicker of the torches of hatred 

    your goodness is greater than evil, 

    your love compels us to break the silence, to speak the truth 

    and to confess our sin. 

With the prophet Isaiah we cry out— 

    “Woe is me, for I am lost! 

     For I have unclean lips 

     And dwell among a people of unclean lips.” 

In the face of this continuing unraveling of the fabric of our common life 

May our ears be closed to the ugly diatribes of racists and the weak excuses of the fearful 

May we have ears to hear the stories of our neighbors of color 

       the respect to wait and listen as each story is told in its own voice 

May we find the courage to acknowledge our privilege 

     and our complicity in the evils of racism, 

     and not to cease our striving for equality until justice rolls down like waters. 

Our shoulders are bowed beneath the weight of our sorrow, 

Our hands reach out to grasp a justice that seems illusory 

Our hearts cry for a peace that seems so far off. 

Our voices are hoarse, thick with tears, 

as we pray for a way forward for all of your children 

A way beyond racism and violence and privilege 

For the courage to change our selves and our land 

For faith and action that can bind us together. 

We pray for our neighbors in Charlottesville— a city set on a hill 

   grateful for their solidarity and courage in the face of evil 

For neighbors of every race, and people of all professions 

  as they gathered this day to rebuke the powers of evil 

 We pray for comfort for families that now grieve unbearable losses 

  For individuals who are wounded and broken in body or spirit 

May your Spirit rise with healing in its wings 

    and bring strength and wholeness to each. 

We pray for ourselves, that this hurt will not fade from our minds 

    before our hearts are broken open with Your passion for justice, mercy and love. 

 Show up among us in our cities, our neighbors, and our wary, worried hearts 

A Stranger without privilege or place 

A Justice beyond hope 

A Peace that passes understanding–Emmanuel, God with us. 

In the name of your broken and resurrected son Jesus, we pray.  Amen. 


