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“Do you Love Me? – Feed My Sheep” 

 My fly tying vise sits on one side of my desk. It’s spring, and as I look at it there, I can’t help but be 

anxious to be on a stream casting for trout; it is one place I go to get lost in nature, in the encounter on the 

stream. On the other side of my desk sits an olivewood carving of Jesus washing Peter’s feet on Maundy 

Thursday. In the days after that event Peter himself goes fishing; or goes back to fishing, I should say. Both the 

washing of feet and his return to fishing speak to the difficulty Peter has in reconciling his own humanity with 

Jesus’ embrace and calling on his life. 

 John 21 tells the story. Peter on the water; going back to the rhythms and the natural world he knew 

best. But that place, rather than being a place of escape, it becomes a place of renewed encounter with Christ 

and with his calling. If you recall the story, Peter and his friends spent all night without catching anything, and 

they hear a voice from the shore telling them to throw the net on the other side of the boat. They do so. The 

nets fill. Peter realizes it is Jesus. He races to shore.  

 It is the scene around the campfire that is most moving. “Do you love me,” Jesus asks three times. “You 

know that I love you,” Peter responds each time. And Jesus follows with the call, “feed my sheep.” We all have 

moments like this -- moments that come in the morning after tumultuous seasons, when we come to terms with 

life as we find it, when we come to terms with our human frailness, when we hear again God’s call to 

reconciliation, to forgiveness, to embrace, and to a renewed sense of ministry: “feed my sheep.”  

 Your Session has been discussing together that perhaps Calvary is in such a season. We have been 

through a long season of uncertainty, of being preoccupied with questions of whether Calvary had a future 

ministry, of how to meet the needs of families, of what Prince of Peace was going to do, and all sorts of related 

questions. We now find ourselves in a new place at First Plymouth, where the ground under our feet is more 

stable, where the preoccupying concerns of the last few years have lessened, or dissipated. We have resources 

for our children and families. We have beautiful facilities, administrative staff, reduced facility costs. So what 

now?  

 “Do you love me… feed my sheep.” This is the call that comes to us again—to consider what it means 

in this season of life and ministry to love Christ and feed the sheep. What does it mean for Calvary to be 

faithful stewards and responsive disciples given the resources and strengths we possess? For Peter, it means 

turning from a focus on the past, on his shortcomings and failure to conceive of what Jesus was about during 

that holy week. It means embracing his call for a new season. What does it mean for us, to turn towards a new 

season and embrace the strengths, resources and opportunities we have to love one another, to reach out in 

order to feed the sheep, and to engage together our spiritual journeys? 

 These are the questions on Session’s minds. We would like to include you all in the conversation in a 

“conversation after worship” on May 1st. We hope you’ll plan to be with us in worship that Sunday and to stay 

a little longer for this conversation.  

 As we enter the season of Easter, between the resurrection and Pentecost, it is a fitting season to 

consider these questions. Between now and then I hope you will contemplate these questions, perhaps in your 

own place of escape and encounter?  

 I look forward to the conversation.  

 Pastor Dave 
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April Birthdays: 

7 -  Vicki Batzel 

16 -David Pettit &  

Jack Milstead 

19 -Fred Huff 

21 - Mike Caskey 

25 - Mary Parks 

There will be no Sunday 

School on the following 

dates: 

May 1: Teacher 

Appreciation 

Sunday. Only the early 

childhood choir, the 

Cherubs, will sing on this 

day. 

Vacation Bible School coming soon... 

From Noanie Geistert; Children Program Director at First Plymouth, 

Vacation Bible School is well underway in the planning. We will be holding 

VBS from June 20-24 from 9:00 – 12:30. For an additional fee we offer Lunch 

Bunch from 12:30 – 1:30. We have committed to bringing 14 children from 

DICP as well as paying for the gas for the van and the salaries to allow their 

staff to come and help. As a result, we are having a fundraising campaign for 

scholarships. If you can sponsor a child for $45 please write a check to First 

Plymouth and put VBS scholarship in the memo line. If you know a child who 

may need some assistance to attend VBS, please let Noanie or Co-Director Ei-

leen Robinson know.  

We are so excited to welcome Austin Boyd back to the VBS staff where he will 

be our music director this year. We still need counselors for the age groups, 

youth assistants and youth to assist in arts and crafts and games. 

Please go to the following link to sign up: 2016.cokesburyvbs.com/

firstplymouthchurchfirst. You may also sign up your child at the same link. 

Easter Basket Collection 

T 
 hanks to all who donated supplies to the First Plymouth Easter Basket  

Collection for the children of the Denver Inner City Parish. Friends of 

FP delivered Easter baskets to children in need. 

Children’s Corner 
Our Early Childhood class, 3 years old to kindergarten, will be doing the unit 
titled “Believe” in Room B-26 

 

The Grades 1-4 will be doing the unit “Saul Encounters Jesus” with teachers 
Susan Oakes and Leslie Connor in the CE Center. At 10:45 they will have mu-
sic with Ben Westlund. Class ends at 11:15. Intergenerational Sunday will be 
April 3 when the Revelation Singers will be singing in the worship service. 
Thank you to Andrew and Erika Henkart for teaching last month. 

Grades 5-7 will be meeting in Room B-22 with teachers Sam and Eileen Robin-
son. 

Date Theme Bible Story 

4/3 Road to Emmaus Luke 24:13-35 

4/10 Thomas Believes John 20:24-31 

4/17 The Great Commission Matthew 28:16-20 

4/24 Believers Share Acts 4:32-37 

 

 

http://2016.cokesburyvbs.com/firstplymouthchurchfirst
http://2016.cokesburyvbs.com/firstplymouthchurchfirst
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 Calvary Book Club met in the Commons Room on Monday, 

March 14, to discuss the book “The Quaker Café,” by Brenda 

Remmes. It was an interesting small town story. Pat Herring led the 

discussion. We meet again on Monday, April 11. The book to read is 

“Once We Were Brothers,” by Ronald Balson. We learn a lot and 

have fun. All are welcome. Please join us. Call Nancy Fischer if you 

have questions. 

The Calvary Book 

Club meets monthly on 

the Second Monday of 

each month from 

1:30—3:30 p.m., in the 

Commons Room. 

Please join us. 

 

 

For many years Calvary Crafters have been 

knitting baby blankets and hats for newborns in 

need. 
 In May of each year Kathie Chichester takes baby blankets 

and baby hats knitted by the Crafters as well as other donated items 

to Denver Health for their Newborns in Need Baby Shower. Kathie 

works there and knows first hand of the need and the Chichesters are 

long time supporters of the campaign. Once again we are opening 

the donations to the whole church. Below is the official list from 

Denver Health. If you would like to purchase any of the items just 

bring them to church by April 24 and Kathie will deliver them along 

with the baby blankets and baby hats. 

 Disposable diapers (size NB, 1 or 2) 

 Baby wipes 

 Baby shampoo, wash, or lotion 

 Blankets 

 Clothing, onesies, sleepers, or outfits (size NB to 3 months) 

 Burp cloths and bibs 

 Newborn socks and booties 

 Books & Toys 

 Strollers 

 

Calvary Crafters 

Calvary Book Club 
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Save These Dates! 

2016 Leadership Work Group Events 

Mini-Wilder Soul Retreat-Grand Lake 
 You may have already heard it - your Soul's Call - a 
completely unreasonable and irrational invitation do something for 
which you feel totally unprepared. Perhaps this is how the wild 
Baptist’s followers first felt when he pointed them to the mystery 
man, Jesus. When asked, “Where are you staying?” Jesus’ response 
to these timid and unready followers is the seemingly absurd 
invitation of the soul itself, “Come, and you will see.” 

 “Say Yes to Courage: Deep Belonging and Wild 
Imagination” will explore the terrain of authentic spiritual courage 
through the invitation to deep belonging and imagination.  

 Beginning Saturday afternoon following the August 
Assembly and concluding on Sunday morning, you will have the 
opportunity to relax and deepen your friendships with colleagues in 
ministry. Practices will include self-designed ceremony, invitations 
to solo exercises wandering the land, creative expression, 
journaling, small group work, and council.  

 

Leadership Retreat - Highlands Camp 
 Pastor, Presbytery Leader, Seminary Teacher and Dean, Dr. 
Steven Yamaguchi brings his insightful, sensitive and encouraging 
style as he leads our November Leadership Retreat at Highlands. 
You will want to plan now for this time of “Courageous Listening – 
Searching, Fearless, Abundant.”  Here is what Dr. Yamaguchi says 
about this theme: 

 “In our churches and lives we all are wanting to deepen our 
experience of God, grow our missional effectiveness, and 
strengthen our bonds with one another. All three, however, depend 
on one thing: listening. But it takes courage to listen. The 
constitution of the Presbyterian Church affirms this: “In a broken 
and fearful world the Spirit gives us courage … to hear the voices 
of people long silenced.” C-10.65, 66, 70. In this event we together 
will explore and practice courageous listening to God and to one 
another.”  

 We hope you come to this time when Steve will share from 
his personal and diverse ministry experience stories of laughable 
failures and joyful successes at careful, respectful listening. 

 Come and listen. Come and be heard. Come to discover new 
ways to lead your church. 

 Please talk with Diane Ritzdorf, if you are interested in either 
of these events. 

AUG. 
20-21 

2 0 1 6  

NOV. 
11-12 

2 0 1 6  
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Coordinating Committee 

Feeling more at home… 
 The bulletin boards for Calvary’s use are up and located out-
side the chapel. This is the place where you will find information 
about FIAT projects, Caring Circles, and Calvary affairs. A bulletin 
board in the bride’s room has also been provided for Calvary’s use. 
If you have any ideas on how to make the boards more welcoming, 
please share your ideas with Pastor Dave or Sandra in the church of-
fice.  

 Our friends at First Plymouth would also like to let Calvary 
folks know about the closet full of walkers, crutches, and commodes 
available for our use if needed.  If you need some extra help while 
you are visiting the church, please speak with a Calvary deacon or 
any of FP’s staff and they can help get you what you need.  

 It is our goal to make our space comfortable and welcoming to 
all who visit Calvary.  

Do you love the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)? 

Read Presbyterians Today’s new blog— 

One Church, Many Voices 
 This exciting new forum is a place that welcomes Presbyteri-

ans of all stripes to share their ideas and their passions—all aimed at 

shining a light on the path to become better disciples of Jesus Christ. 

This blog is a safe and holy place for reflection and growth. Here 

you’ll find writing, art, videos, and podcasts. Some of it is bilingual. 

Some are collaborative projects inviting grassroots voices to speak 

lovingly but honestly on difficult topics of disagreement. Much of it 

pushes the boundaries of what passes for conversation in the church 

and will, we hope, inspire us to dream bigger when it comes to the 

gospel. Some pieces will no doubt have you nodding vigorously in 

agreement, while others may make you squirm a little or even get 

you a bit hot under the collar. 

 

 You can visit the blog by following this link 

http://www.pcusa.org/blogs/today/. 

 

If you do borrow any of 

the aids, please return 

to the FP office. 

http://www.pcusa.org/blogs/today/


Please  

place  

stamp  

here 

Calvary Presbyterian Church 

3501 S. Colorado Blvd.,  

Englewood, CO 80113 

Phone: 303.756.5042 

calvarypresdenver.org 

office.calvarypresdenver@gmail.com 

April 2016 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

     1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

Book Club, 

1:30PM 

Coordinating  

Committee, 

6:30PM 

Men’s Breakfast, 

8AM 

Session, 6:30PM 

Worship, 10AM 

Fellowship, 11AM 

Choir Rehearsal will be  

noted in the weekly bulletins. 

Birthday Celebrations Crafters, 11AM 

Daytimers,  

Country Buffet 

11:30AM 

*Intergenerational  

Sunday/ 

No Sunday School 

 

Deacons, 

4:30PM 


