
M e sse n ge r  
From Our Pastor; 

 There are shades of green on the tops of the trees, like the fuzz on a baby’s head. The Dormant 

life of last year’s fall is beginning to surge, giggling and gurgling, with hope of maturity by Spring’s 

end. So by the time our Spring’s storms, and fits and starts have concluded, the trees should be 

decked out for summer, lettuce and carrots should start to spring forth, and Sydney and Nancy and 

others will be advising me on how to participate in nature’s fruitfulness, though my garden is a poor 

representation of nature’s potential.  

 Spring. It is no coincidence that Easter is celebrated in the Spring. This blending of the natural 

and the liturgical is nothing new. It is an ancient pattern. In fact, dying and rising deities are not 

unique to our Christian tradition. Baal in the ancient Ugaritic (A northern Canaanite city bordering 

Israel) myths was always in a tenuous battle with Mot (death), and resurged with the new growing 

season. There are many others. Yes, the Christian tradition is unexceptional in these respects, 

celebrating the rebirth of a deity and connecting it to the rebirth seen and experienced in the natural 

world, even to depend on the deity for this rebirth and renewal and the consequent sustenance of 

human life. These similarities help to accent the differences, however; these help to accentuate the 

distinctiveness of the cruciform and resurrected life of Christ. In Christ, there is more than a 

resurgence of something old, more than a sustenance of biological life, more than a resignation to 

the seasons of death and rebirth – there is a conscious choice; a conscious choosing of self-sacrifice, 

a conscious choosing of selflessness, and change, and dying to self so that something new might 

come.  

 In Spring, we more or less know what will grow. In the cruciform journey of dying and rising 

that we walk with Christ, we are less certain. In what ways will Christ lead us when we die to our 

certainty, to our need for success, to our need to be liked, to our need to be in control? In what 

expressions of grace will we find ourselves when we give ourselves to the sacrificial love of Christ? 

In what types of ministry will we be called when we realize that we too are called to be the body of 

Christ given to the world?  
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 Death. Life. Breaking. Re-surging. Dying. Rising. Letting go. Being lifted up. These are the yearly 

rhythms of the cruciform journey of being Christ’s disciple. These are the yearly rhythms that shape 

us, that remake us, that transform us into the followers of a Christ who does not grasp at power or 

prestige or control, but gives himself for the healing and forgiveness and wholeness of the world. So 

when Christ rises anew on Easter, something wholly new is possible. It is not just that we will survive 

another year, but we will live forgiven, and whole, renewed and reconciled. A newness we cannot 

manipulate or anticipate. A newness that comes in following Christ, in taking up our own crosses and 

following in his footsteps.  

Philippians 2: 5-11 

5 Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus,  
6  who, though he was in the form of God,  

 did not regard equality with God  

 as something to be exploited,  
7 but emptied himself,  

 taking the form of a slave,  

 being born in human likeness.  

 And being found in human form,  
8 he humbled himself  

 and became obedient to the point of death—  

 even death on a cross.  

 
9 Therefore God also highly exalted him  

 and gave him the name  

 that is above every name,  
10 so that at the name of Jesus  

 every knee should bend,  

 in heaven and on earth and under the earth,  
11 and every tongue should confess  

 that Jesus Christ is Lord,  

 to the glory of God the Father.  

 It is the Christian journey of discipleship that through these yearly rhythms our own lives might 

more and more be entwined with the cruciform life and journey of Christ. That through the dying and 

rising, breaking and healing, falling away and being lifted up, we might be bound up in Christ, and 

that we too might birth forth healing and hope, forgiveness and wholeness. And perhaps when the fits 

and starts of this life are over, the peach fuzz of that newly born might give way to the fruitful tree of 

a life that Christ has shaped and formed – with fruit more sweet and lush than any we might have 

anticipated.  

Grace and peace,  

Pastor Dave  
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There will be no Sunday school on 

Easter Sunday.  

 

Nursery care for infants through age 

2 is at 8:30 AM until noon. 
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It is hard to believe that Spring has sprung and we have had such a mild winter. (We all know that this article is 

due many weeks before you read this so I apologize if we have had two feet of snow ☺).  

On Sunday, April 30 FP will be celebrating Sunday school teachers on Teacher 

Appreciation Sunday during the worship service. We are so very grateful for the 

love, mentoring, and good humor of our fabulous volunteers who give so 

willingly to our young people, and we truly appreciate them. I will be recognizing them by name in next 

month’s newsletter along with the names of our youth helpers.  

This month our Early Childhood class, age 3 through 

kindergarten will be working on the unit Hosanna! Their 

Anchor Point for the unit is We Celebrate Jesus! The 

Bible Verse is Hosanna in the Highest! (Matthew 21:9) 

Our Early Childhood class choir, the Cherub Choir, will 

be singing during the Worship service April 30 on the day 

we are honoring our teachers. This month Grades 1-4 will 

be studying the unit John 21 with teachers Kim 

Wooldridge and Ben Montgomery. They meet in the CE 

Center. They begin with music with Ben Westlund where they will be rehearsing to sing on Teacher 

Appreciation Sunday. Grades 5-8 class meets with teachers Sam and Eileen Robinson in Room B-22. They call 

themselves the Bible Budz as they explore the daily liturgical Bible verse.  

Kid’s Corner  Noanie O’Brien Geistert, Director, fpchildren@firstplymouthchurch.org  

DATE THEME BIBLE VERSE 

4/2/17 Cock-a-doodle-doo Matthew 26: 69-75 

4/9/17 Hosanna! Matthew 21: 1-11 

4/16/17 Alleluia Matthew 28: 1-10 

4/23/17 Come to Breakfast John 21: 1-14 

4/30/17 Worship Service John 2: 15-19 

Calvary wants to make it possible for our children to attend First Plymouth's Vacation Bible School. Session 

recently approved using gifts made to the church to fund Vacation Bible School for our children. Each child 

can also bring a friend along under Calvary's sponsorship. Bible school is June 19-23 starting each day at 9 and 

lasting until 12:30. Children 4 years old (and potty-trained) through 5th grade can register. Older children can 

sign up to help. The children are also invited to participate in a special Sunday worship service where they will 

share what they learned and sing all of the songs. To sign up, CLICK HERE. 

In addition, Session has also approved scholarships to attend Highlands Camp near Allenspark, CO. If your 

child is interested in a scholarship that will cover up to 50% of Tier 2 pricing, please send a letter to Session. 

In the letter explain why your child would like to attend Highlands Camp and what you hope they will gain 

from such an experience. Highland offers several camps -- 2 days for younger children and full week for upper 

elementary, middle and high schoolers. There is adventure camp and MAD Camp (an arts camp). For 

information, please CLICK HERE. 

VBS is coming soon!  
Vacation Bible School will be here before you know it. The date for 2017's 

VBS is June 19 - June 23. Go to the VBS REGISTER link to register a camper 

age 4 through Grade 5, or to volunteer.  

mailto:fpchildren@firstplymouthchurch.org
http://2017.cokesburyvbs.com/firstplymouthchurchfirst
http://www.highlandscamp.org/summercamp.html.
cokesburyvbs.com/firstplymouthchurchfirst
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First Plymouth will be hosting a community Ewaste collection event to safely dispose of 

TVs, computers, phones and other household electronics. In Colorado it is now illegal to 

dispose of electronic waste in household trash, thus lending increased urgency and timeli-

ness for our increasingly needed and popular event. Last year’s event netted over 17,000 

pounds of environmentally damaging electronic waste.  

The Whole Earth Ministry will be conducting a community-wide E-waste collection event 

Saturday, May 6 from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at the west parking lot of the church. Electronic items accepted 

include most all types of small household electronics including computers, monitors, printers, faxes, scanners, 

VCRs DVDs, radios, keyboards, cell phones, and any size TV. We will NOT be able to accept large house-

hold appliances such as refrigerators and stoves, air conditioners. Due to increased costs for safe recycling, 

drop off fees will be restructured to reflect actual cost. Costs for most items will increase this year. Small ap-

pliances, printers, DVD players, $10 Microwaves, vacuums, large electronics, $15 CRT monitors and old style 

TVs $40 to $80 Flat panel monitors and TVs $15 to $40  

FIAT 
First Plymouth’s Reach Out & Read Program 

In February Calvary participated in First Plymouth’s Reach Out and Read Program where used books were 

donated to book shelves in waiting rooms of the clinics for the underserved throughout the Denver area. This 

year 1,169 books for children 5 months to early teens were donated. Thanks to all who donated to make a 

difference in the life of a child. 

Reminder: Calvary family will be “Baking for a Cause” on Sunday, April 9 to benefit those served at 

Colfax Community Network.  

About Colfax Community Network (CCN) 

“ 
At CCN, we see everyday that children who grow up in poverty face tremendous odds. Long 

before they’ve made one decision on their own, they are surrounded by all kinds of negativity – 

hunger, neglect, harassment, abuse, crime, and addiction. We believe that without the 

intervention of a concerned and hopeful community, these children and their families are likely 

to stay trapped in a cycle of poverty. We believe a changed life can start with even one individual 

taking notice and then acting.” 

Mission Statement: It is the mission of Colfax Community Network (CCN) to advocate for and 

work on behalf of families and children residing in low-income transient housing (primarily residential 

motels) along Colfax Avenue. By providing information, services, and programs, we strengthen and improve 

family and community life. 

Our Approach: 

“ 
First, we look to satisfy physical necessities and lighten emotional and financial burdens. This 

includes providing food, clothing, hygiene products, diapers, etc. Second, we look towards a 

family’s long-term stability. We connect families to resources assisting with housing, parenting 

classes, education, or career development. And finally, we spend most of our energy investing 

in the youth of this community. We show them possibility and give them opportunity to learn 

and lead. They are surrounded by staff and volunteers who believe in their power to not only 

succeed personally in the future, but also to start transforming their lives and communities 

right away.” 

 
Electronic Waste Day Saturday, May 6  
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In March, the Calvary Book Club had a good discussion about “Rosemary, A 

President's Daughter.” This was the true story of Rosemary Kennedy and the 

powerful Kennedy family, from whom John F. Kennedy became President. The 

book was written by Kate Clifford Larson and even though the group had a 

smaller number than usual, the discussion, led by Donna Helgren, was 

lively. The book club meets again on April 10 when Edna Waters will lead the 

discussion about “The Dive From Clausen's Pier” by Ann Packer. We will meet 

in the Bride's Room at 1:30 and hope you will join us.  

 

The Calvary Book Club 

meets monthly on the 

Second Monday of each 

month from 1:30-3:30 p.m. 

in the Commons Room. 

Please join us. 

Like Calvary on Facebook 
As we embrace our ministry and what we have to offer, we are discerning ways to get the word out. We 
want to let people know what is going on here, and that they are welcome. Maybe Facebook can be one 
tool for doing so. Click Here and click “like”.  

“Many thanks to those that participated in our Lenten lunches. These 
were a rich time of laughter, conversation, and discussion during the 

thought-filled season of Lent.”  

 We are all familiar with those two line 
drawings for the theater: the comic face, the 
tragic face. We know well that both comedy 
and tragedy are part of human life. 
 We hear the phrase “comic relief”—
unexpected humor when the situation seems 
grim. 
 How does all this come to us when we 
are in the throes of our own grief? 
 At first it may seem that nothing can 
ever be funny again. Then we many find to 
our surprise that we are more appreciative of 
humor, not less, than those who presently 
untouched by grief. 
 Are we startled? Do we think it 
“unseemly”—this laughter that erupts from 
us in the midst of sadness? 
 But when we are down, comic relief is 
most needed—as a starving person craves 
food more than one who is well fed. Our 
laughter is a safety valve against being 
inundated by grief, a vote of confidence that 
we won’t be floored by this event, sad and 
though we may be. 

Colorado State University Warner College of Natural Resources 
She is getting two Bachelor Degrees: 

 Ecosystems Science and Sustainability and  
 Human Dimensions in Natural Resources 

 She has won the J.V.K Wager Honor Senior award from the Depart-
ment of Human Dimensions in Natural Resources 

 She will be a research and teaching assistant this summer with the Ta-
toosh School in Alaska. 

 She will be teaching at the CSU Mountain Campus this Fall. 

Congratulations Graduate! Hannah Karn 

https://www.facebook.com/CalvaryPresDenver/
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Session, 6:30PM 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1  

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

30 31  

April 2017 

Worship, 10AM 

Fellowship, 11AM 

Choir Rehearsal, 7PM 

Deacons, 2:00 PM- BR 

Worship & Creativity, 

  6:30 PM - CR 

Knitwit Sewciety,  

10:00 AM  - Lib. 

Thursday Circle,  

1:00 PM - CR  
Men’s Breakfast,  

8:00 AM 

Book Club, 

1:30 PM - BR 

Daytimers,   

Olive Garden: 11:30AM 

Session, 

6:30 PM –BR 

Palm / Passion  

Sunday 

Maundy Thursday, 

6:30PM—Chapel 
Good Friday, 

7:00PM—Sanctuary 

Easter Sunday, 10AM 

April  

7 Vicki Batzel 

16 David Pettit 

16 Jack Milstead 

21 Mike Caskey 

25 Mary Parks 

Death & Dying:  

Life & Death, 11:15AM 

May 

2 Phil Maenpa 

3 Ed Charter 

4 Elliott Milstead 

4 Julie Hemphill 

11 Hannah Karn 

16 Donna Helgren 

16 C.J. Hemphill 

19 Ron Deal 

19 Larry Knott 

28 Phyllis Kaufman 

29 Beth Hewlett 
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Please  

place  

stamp  

here 

Calvary Presbyterian Church 

3501 S. Colorado Blvd.,  

Englewood, CO 80113 

Phone: 303.756.5042 

calvarypresdenver.org 

office.calvarypresdenver@gmail.com 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30 31  

May 2017 

Worship, 10AM 

Fellowship, 11AM 

Choir Rehearsal, 7PM 

Deacons, 2:00 PM- BR 

Worship Creativity, 

  6:30 PM - CR 

Knitwit Sewciety,  

10:00 AM  - Lib. 

Thursday Circle,  

1:00 PM - CR  

Men’s Breakfast,  

8:00 AM 

Book Club, 

1:30 PM - CR 

Daytimers,  

Bull & Bush - 11:30 AM 

Session, 

6:30 PM –BR 

Death & Dying:  

Making Preparations, 

11:15AM 

Death & Dying:  

What’s a Good Death?  

11:15AM 


